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Mount Edgcumbe about 1910 photographed from the Royal Albert Bridge 
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The Training Ship Mount Edgcumbe lay at anchor off Saltash, just up river from 
Brunel’s Royal Albert Bridge, for over 40 years. Although a familiar landmark to the 
people of Saltash, there was little detailed information about the ship. It is thought that 
most of the records were retained by the last Superintendent, Captain Harkcom, and 
destroyed in WW2. The recent discovery of some letters, papers and a number of annual 
reports has led to a greater understanding of life on board the ship. 

Bruce E. Hunt 
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Top  Senior boys on the jib, 1910 
Middle  The Mount Edgcumbe band, 1910 
Bottom  The Mount Edgcumbe about 1910 with Saltash in the background 
 
Rear cover  
Bottom  An early postcard of the Mount Edgcumbe  
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When Marshall Ware wrote a feature about the Training Ship Mount Edgcumbe for the Western Morning News, printed 
on the 16th March 1974 (reproduced below) He called it ‘An Anchorage for Orphans’. This was an unfortunate 
choice of title as few of the boys were orphans. The purpose of the ship was to educate and train ‘homeless and 
destitute’ boys in the skills require by industry, the armed forces and predominantly the merchant marine. 
 
An Anchorage for Orphans 

 
How many people remember the Mount Edgcumbe Training Ship, moored in the River Tamar, first off Saltash Passage 
and then off Saltash from 1877 to 1920. There are still seven people living in Saltash Passage who recall the ship being 
moored off the Devon side just above the Royal Albert Bridge, before 1910. The eldest is my aunt, now in her 80’s 
(written in 1974). 
Originally she was a 56-gun ship HMS Winchester, built at Woolwich. She was lent to the marine Society at Liverpool 
and renamed Conway in 1861. It was returned to the Admiralty 15 years later. On June 28, 1877 she was renamed 
Mount Edgcumbe Industrial Training Ship for Homeless and destitute Boys, and moored off Saltash Passage. 
The laying of cables just above the Royal Albert Bridge in 1913 made it necessary to moor the ship off Brunel Green, 
Saltash. The boys did their sea going training in the Goshawk, which was moored nearby. 
The Saltash Passage residents were quite used to the boys, and considered them harmless, but Saltash residents would 
move to the other side of the road until Mr. Dingle, the owner of the Saltash Gazette, printed a letter in his paper that 
the boys were well behaved. 
Mr. Soltau-Symons, who had held office as vice-president since the ship was re-commissioned in 1877, passed away at 
a great age in 1916. He was one of the chief and most active promoters of the institution, touring the two counties and 
holding meetings in important centres in order to rouse the interest and raise the money to fit out the old frigate. 
In 1910 Capt. H. Wesley Harkcom was appointed Captain Superintendent of the ship having succeeded Mr. Kitt. He 
formed a close association with my father who gave him landing facilities on his quay and on occasions the use of our 
telephone. The ships cottage hospital, called Newlands, was built on the Devon side by Mr. Elliot in 1860. It was so 
named after he had built the embankment, reclaiming a large acreage of the Tamar mud flats. 
Capt. Harkcom had served with distinction in the Chilian navy and earned a high reputation as a rowing expert. He was 
a very fair and just man. He made a tremendous impact on the ship by stopping the use of the birch, which was 
extensively used in Mr. Kitt’s time. He tried to maintain the ship as a ‘home’ and not an ‘institution’ and removed 
‘Industrial’ from the ship’s title. 
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He supported the local shops, obtaining bread and provisions from Saltash Co-op, meat from Mr. Claud Vosper’s 
Saltash butchery. Mr. Kent the manager of Underwoods, St. Budeaux supplied groceries, and my farther supplied coal 
to the Newlands Cottage Hospital. 
Capt. Harkcom lived with his wife, two sons and two daughters in the ship. Two of his daughters live in Plymouth off 
the Hoe. I am indebted to Mrs. Florence Purselle for her help in compiling these notes. 
 

The reports of the Devon 
and Cornwall Committee 
were given each year and 
it is like reading ‘Debrett’ 
to study the names of the 
important local 
dignitaries. The patron 
was the Prince of Wales, 
with vice-patrons the Earl 
of Mount Edgcumbe, the 
Earl Fortescue and the 
Earl of Morley. The 
trustees included 
Viscount Valletort and Sir 
Henry Lopes. 
Included in the general 
committee for 1915/16 
were such famous people 
as Lord St. Leven, the 
Hon. Waldorf Astor M.P. 
Den. Sir R. Pole-Carew, 
Sir C. Kinloch Cooke 
M.P. and Sir John 
Jackson M.P.  

The chairman of the Ladies Hospital Committee was Lady Ernestine Edgcumbe, sup-ported by Lady Alberta Lopes, 
Mrs. Coryton, Mrs. E. Rashleigh and Mrs. Stone. The nurse at the cottage hospital was Mrs. Wheeler. 
The Commander-in-Chief, Sir George Warrender and Lady Maud Warrender took the keenest interest in the ship during 
his term of office at Devonport, both visiting the ship and on seeking to promote by advice and influence toe welfare 
and future prospects of the boys. 
The number of boys on the ship varied from year to year but the average was 250. During the Great War large numbers 
served their country in the Navy, Army and Merchant Service. On one occasion Capt. Harkcom stated in his report that 
not very many ships in the Royal Navy were without one or more old boys on board and that he had received more than 
700 letters. 
On December 4th 1920 the ship closed down and was afterwards towed to Queen Ann’s Battery, Plymouth where it was 
broken up. Capt. Harkcom and his family were provided with a home at the cottage hospital, where they lived until 
August 8th 1926 when the house and land was acquired by the War Department for the Ernesettle Depot. 
Nothing remains of the ship in Saltash passage other than the two starting guns, which were purchased by my father in 
1922. They were loaned each year to the St. Budeaux Regatta Committee for their annual regatta. After the last regatta 
in 1928 we kept the guns in our cellar. With the formation of the Royal Albert Sailing Club in 1932, I handed the guns 
to the Commodore on permanent loan. 
Capt. Harkcom is still remembered by us for the wonderful results his boys obtained in the Saltash regattas, particularly 
in the 12 ore cutter races. The Harkcom cup, which he presented to the St. Budeaux regatta committee, is now in the 
Tamar River Sailing Club. 

Reproduced by kind permission of the Western Morning News 16-3-1974 by Marshall Ware 
 

 
In the thirty odd years since 1974 more information has come to light about life on the ship including a number of 
photographs and documents, particularly covering the later years (1900-1920), information on the years before 1900 
still seems to be very elusive. 
It is now clear that by 1920 the ship was in very poor physical condition and had to close, but it is still not clear why the 
promised replacement from the Admiralty never materialised. The fête of the boys on board at the time in not known 
but it is assumed they were sent to other similar establishments throughout the country.  
 
 

The Goshawk at Fowey 1910 
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Regulations for the Admission of the Boys (in 1884) 
The Regulations for the Admission of Boys to the Mount Edgcumbe Industrial Training Ship in 1884 were:- 

“Until further notice, boys between the ages of twelve and sixteen will be received on board the Mount Edgcumbe if 
sent by the Magistrates, with a medical certificate of good health, and approved by the Committee, from any of the 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTIES, under the following Acts of the Industrial Schools' Act, 1866, viz. -- 

CLAUSE 14 -- Any person may bring before two Justices or a Magistrate, any child, apparently under the age of                      
fourteen years, that comes within any of the following descriptions, namely:-- 

That is found begging and receiving alms (whether actually or under the pretext of selling or offering for sale anything), 
or being in any street or public place, for the purpose of so begging or receiving alms. 

That is found wandering and not having any home or settled place of abode, or proper guardianship, or visible means of 
subsistence. 

That is found destitute, either being an orphan, or having a surviving parent who is undergoing penal servitude or 
imprisonment. 

That frequents the company of reputed thieves. 

The Justice or Magistrate before whom a child is brought, as coming within one of those descriptions, if satisfied on the 
inquiry of that fact, and that it is expedient to deal with him under this Act, may order him to be sent to a certified 
Industrial School or Ship. 

CLAUSE 16 -- Where the parent, step-parent or guardian of a child, apparently under the age of fourteen years, 
represents to two Justices or a Magistrate that he is unable to control the child and that he desires the child to be sent to 
an Industrial School, under this Act, the Justices or Magistrate, if satisfied on inquiry that it is expedient to deal with the 
child under this Act, may order him to be sent to a certified Industrial School or Ship. 

Boys may also be sent under the second Sub-Section of the 11th or the 2nd Sub-Section of the 12th Section of the 
Elementary Schools' Act 1876. 

In the case of boys who may not come under either of these clauses, and therefore cannot be sent by a Magistrate's 
order, they will be received into the Ship, provided those persons who are interested in them are willing to contribute 
towards their support £20 per annum for each boy; and provided, also, that the boy be physically fitted for a sailor's life, 
apparently between the ages of twelve and fourteen, be approved by the Committee and Medical Officer. 

No boys who have been to prison can be received into the Ship”. 

 
Regulations for the Admission of the Boys (in 1917) 
 
Until further notice, boys under the age of fourteen will be received on board the Mount Edgcumbe under the following 
conditions, provided there is room, and the case be approved by the Committee. 
A medical certificate of health and fitness for a sailor's life is required with each boy received. 
 
CHILDREN ACT, 1908. 
(1) Any person may bring before a Petty Sessional Court any person apparently under the age of fourteen years who:- 
 
(a) Is found begging or receiving alms (whether or not there is any pretence of singing, playing, performing, 

offering anything for sale, or otherwise), or being in any street, premises or place for the purpose of so begging 
or receiving alms:-   or  

(b) Is found wandering and not having any home or settled place of abode, or visible means of subsistence, or is 
found wandering and having no parent or guardian, or a parent or guardian who does not exercise proper, 
guardianship:-    or   

(c) Is found destitute, not being an orphan, and having both parents or his surviving parent, or in the case of an 
illegitimate child his mother undergoing penal servitude or imprisonment:-    or  

(d)  Is under the care of a parent or guardian who, by reason of criminal or drunken habits, is unfit to have the care 
of the child:-    or 

(f & g) Frequents the company of any reputed thief, - or of any common or reputed prostitute. 
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and the Court before which a person is brought as coming within one of those descriptions, if satisfied on 
enquiry of that fact, and that it is expedient so to deal with him, may order him to be sent to a Certified 
Industrial School. 

  
 

Notice to Clerks to Justices and others 
H.M’s Inspector of Industrial Schools now requires that all Warrants of Commitment to these 

Schools should be made in the Recitals given in the “Summary Jurisdiction Rule 1891,” as follows:- 
Recitals ACTS OF PARLIAMENT Payment Required 

A.B.C.D. “Industrial Schools’ Act,1866,” Section XIV 2/- 
E.F. “Industrial Schools’ Amendment Act, 1880,” Section I 2/- 
G. “Industrial Schools’ Act, 1866,” Section XV  2/- 
H. “Industrial Schools’ Act, 1866,” Section XVI 6/- 
I. “Industrial Schools’ Act, 1866,” Section XVII 8/- 
K. “Elementary Education Act, 1876,” Section XII Sub. Sec. 1. 6/- 
L. “Elementary Education Act, 1876,” Section XII Sub. Sec. 2. 4/6 
 If original attendance order was made under Section XI, Sub. Sec. 1. 6/- 
                                                                         Section XI, Sub. Sec. 2. 4/6 
 
 
Where a child apparently under the age of twelve years is charged before a Court of Assize or Quarter Sessions or a 
Petty Sessional Court with an offence punishable in the case of an adult by penal servitude or a less punishment, the 
Court, if satisfied on inquiry that it is expedient so to deal with the child, may, order him to be sent to a Certified 
Industrial School, 
 
Where a child apparently of the age of twelve or thirteen years, who has not previously been convicted, is charged 
before a Petty Sessional Court with an offence punishable in the case of an adult by penal servitude or a less 
punishment, and the Court is satisfied that the child should be sent to a Certified School but, having regard to the 
special circumstances of the case, should not be sent to a Certified Reformatory School, and is also satisfied that the 
character arid antecedents of the child are such that he will not exercise an evil influence over the other children in a 
Certified Industrial School, the Court may order the child to be sent to a Certified Industrial School, having previously 
ascertained that the managers are willing to receive the child. 
Provided that the Secretary of State may, on the application of the managers of the Industrial School, by order transfer 
the child to a Certified Reformatory School. 
 
Where the parent or guardian of a child proves to a Petty Sessional Court that he is unable to control the child and that 
he desires the child to be sent to an Industrial School under this Part of the Act, the Court; if satisfied on enquiry that it 
is expedient so to deal with the child, and that the parent or guardian understands the results which will follow, may 
order him to be sent to a Certified Industrial School. 
 
Where the Guardians of a Poor Law Union or the Managers of a District Poor Law School satisfy a Petty Sessional 
Court that any child maintained in a workhouse or district Poor Law School is refractory or is the child of parents either 
of whom has been convicted of an offence punishable with penal servitude or imprisonment, and that it is desirable that 
the child be sent to an Industrial School under this Part of the Act, the Court may, if satisfied that it is expedient to so 
deal with the child, order him to be sent to a Certified Industrial School, 
 
A Petty Sessional Court may, on the complaint of a Local Education Authority, made in accordance with the provisions 
of section twelve of the Elementary Education Act, 1876, for the purpose of enforcing an attendance order, order a child 
to be sent to a Certified Industrial School as provided in that section: 
Provided that, if upon any such complaint it appears to the Court that the child comes within one of the descriptions 
mentioned in sub-section one of this section, the Court may, on the application of the Local Education Authority, 
proceed under that sub-section and not under this subsection or section twelve of the Elementary Education Act; 1876. 
 
Payments are to be made by the Authorities who send boys. Nothing can be received towards their maintenance from 
the parents or legal guardians, as relieving them from their responsibility to the Treasury. 
 
As Voluntary Boys 
In the case of boys who may not come under either of these clauses, and therefore cannot be sent by a Magistrates' 
order, they will be received into the Ship, provided those persons who are interested in them are willing to contribute, 
towards their support 26 Guineas per annum each boy: provided also that the boy be physically fitted for a sailor's life, 
apparently between the ages of 12 and 14, and be approved by the Committee and Medical Officer. 
No boys who have been to prison can be received into the Ship.  
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Sent to Mount Edgcumbe 
 
Gross Cruelty By A Lad – A lad of 15, named Mark Bosanko, was convicted at the Washaway Petty Sessions on 
Monday of cruelty to a cow at Egloshayle by throwing a reaping hook at it, and cutting it so severely that the tendons 
were severed and the use of the leg ultimately lost. The Bench announced a fine of 5s and costs (14 days in default), but 
the defendant's father suggested the benefit and desirability of sending him to the Mount Edgcumbe Industrial Training 
ship, and this course will probably be taken. [This is curious as the Mount Edgcumbe did not normally accept boys 
actually convicted] 

The West Briton & Cornwall Advertiser 11 August 1887 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Edward Horrocks, 13, Alice Taylor, 11, Joseph Smith, 8, and Maria Smith, 7, were charged, on remand, before Mr. 
Marsham, by Richard Stevens, rescue officer of the Reformatory and Refuge Union, Charing Cross, with lodging in 
houses in Mill lane, Deptford, frequented by bad characters. 

Evidence having been given by Inspector Pittman, R Division, that the houses in which the children resided were 
frequented by bad characters. 

Horrocks's father said he had left Mill Lane, and had taken furnished apartments. He looked after his boy, and was well 
able to keep him. He did not wish his own flesh and blood sent away from him. 

Mr. Robinson, School Board officer, said Horrocks did not look after the boy, and one of his sons was in a training ship. 
There had been an increase in the number of bad characters in Mill Lane, Deptford, as women came there from the East 
End to get out of the way of Jack the Ripper.  

Mr. Marsham sent the boy Horrocks to join his brother on board the Mount Edgcumbe training ship, Alice Taylor he 
sent to Langley Furze Industrial School, Slough, Joseph Smith to Cannington Industrial School, Somersetshire, and 
Maria Smith to St. Mary's School, West Croydon. 

Morning Advertiser (London) 14 December 1888 

 

 
T. S. Mount Edgcumbe dressed overall for the Annual Meeting 1917 with dignitaries and guests 

 arriving on board the Eleanor of the Saltash, Three Towns & District Steamer Co. 
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Known Mount Edgcumbe staff  
Certified 29th May 1877 for 250 boys.  Had a tender Goshawk which was certified 12th August 1899.   

Cessation of certification,  June 1920, closure, December 1920 

On board Mount Edgcumbe 

1875   June 30. Captain Annesley R.N. appointed future captain to the Training Ship 

1876  March 6. Captain Annesley R.N. appointment terminated (before ship was acquired) 

1877  Superintendent, Captain Herbert Price Knevitt R.N. appointed August 1876. Mr Embley, schoolmaster 

1881 Superintendant Capt. RN retired Herbert Price Knevitt. Wife, Isabella Ellen Knevitt;. Daughters, Lewisham, 
Nora, Ella, Servant Louisa Chapman., instructor seaman, William Tesdale. gunnery instructor, William 
Farlow. cook instructor, John Sullivan. schoolmaster, James Sale Gitsham  

1884   Superintendent, Captain H.P. Knevitt, R.N.; chief officer Mr S. Portbury; schoolmasters Mr Tauranac (new) 
and Mr J.S. Gitsham. 

1891 Superintendent, Captain Knevitt, R.N.; chief officer Mr Portbury; schoolmasters, Mr Andrews and Mr 
Gitsham. seaman instructor, William Tesdale, seaman instructor, John William Kitt, tailor instructor, William 
Michael Curran, carpenter instructor, Denis Quilty. 

1893   Superintendent, Captain Knevitt, R.N; chief officer Mr. Portbury; schoolmasters Mr. Andrews and Mr 
Gitsham. 

1900   Captain - superintendent, Captain J.G. Bickford, F.R.G.S; chief officer Mr W. Kitt, late 1st Cl. P.O., R.N; head 
schoolmasters Mr Daniel C Henderson appointed 1st January 1900 and Mr Norman Bucknell appointed 1st 
April 1900.  They succeeded Mr Sier (assistant from 24th June 1899 to 28th October 1899) and Mr Gitsham, 
who retired on annuity 31st March 1900.  Mr Farlow, gunnery instructor died 31st October and was succeeded 
by Mr Thos. Nicholls on 18th December. 

1901  Captain - superintendent, Captain J.G. Bickford, F.R.G.S; seaman instructor, James Murrow, gunnery 
instructor, Thomas Richard Nicholls, cook, George Thomas Robins, schoolmaster, William Hardy, assistant 
schoolmaster, Norman Mul??? 

1903 Captain - superintendent, Captain J.G. Bickford, F.R.G.S; Chaplain Rev. H. Holderness; chief officer Mr W. 
Kitt; schoolmasters Messrs. C Henderson and C.H. Hudson; Doctor G. Preston; Chaplain, Rev. H. Holderness 
M.A; cook, G. Robin; tailor, T. Dobson; shoemaker, W. Le Huray; carpenter, W.M. Hayne; nurse Elizabeth 
Symons. 

1910   Captain – Superintendent, Captain H. Wesley Harkcom moves from Master of the Goshawk to Mount 
Edgcumbe; chief officer, W. Bartlett; 2nd office, gunnery & gymnastic instructor, Mr Dean; boatswain & signal 
instructor, Mr. H. Parsons; carpenter & lamp trimmer, W Hayne; tailor & sailmaker, S. Lear; cook & steward, 
Mr. Willcox; nurse, school master, Mr. J.W. Anderson; school assistant, Mr. W.H. White; bandmaster, Mr. F. 
Fealay; Nurse, Mrs. Ruth Wheeler. 

 

On board Goshawk 

Certified 12th August 1899. Sold, July 1918 

Staff 

1900   Master Mr Murdo McKenzie, School officer Charles T. Hester 

1903   Master Mr Harkcom. 

1907   Master Mr Harkcom; chief officer, Mr Bartlett; boatswain, Mr Lear. 
 
1910 Master Mr. T. Wallace; 1st seamanship instructor, Mr. G. Bellingham. 
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BOYS REFORMATORY AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS 
 

Rules as to Punishment 
 

      1.   The Superintendent shall use every endeavour to reduce all forms of punishment to the minimum compatible 
with the welfare of the children and of the school, and shall not inflict or allow to be inflicted, corporal punishment 
(save for grave moral offences) until other methods have been tried and have failed. 
      2.     Punishments shall consist of --- 
 (a)  Forfeiture of privileges or rewards, loss of marks, loss of playtime, deprivation of liberty, &c., or 
 degradation in rank. 
 (b)  Alteration in diet. 
 (c)  For children over 12 separate confinement in a light and airy room. 
 (d)  Moderate corporal punishment.   
       As regards (a) care shall be taken that no boy shall be deprived of recreation to an extent which would be injurious 
 to health. 
       As regards (b) a boy may be deprived of that portion of a meal which renders it most agreeable, but the nutritive 
 value of the meal shall not be substantially diminished.  
       As regards (c) no boy under 12 shall be punished by separate confinement. 
 No boy over twelve and under 14 shall be confined separately for a longer period than 24 hours. 
 No boy over 14 shall be confined separately for a longer period than 48 hours, except with the consent of one 
 of the Managers of the School. Any case of confinement for more than 48 hours with such consent shall be         
 reported immediately with an explanation of the circumstances to the Chief Inspector. 
 No boy shall be kept in separate confinement in darkness. 
 If a boy is confined separately for more than 12 hours, some form of occupation shall be provided for him. 
       As regards (d) a light birch, a light cane or a tawse may be used on the hand or on the posterior, to be applied once 
 for all for the same offence. 
 If a cane or tawse is used on the hand, the number of strokes shall not exceed 6. 
 If a birch or cane or tawse is used on the posterior, the number of strokes shall not exceed 8 in the case of boys 
 under 14, or 12 in the case of boys over that age. 
 If a cane is used on the posterior, it shall be applied over a boys ordinary cloth trousers. 
 In no circumstances shall any means be used to stop the cries of any boy when being punished. 
 Boys must never be employed to hold an offender while he is being punished. 
       3.   The Superintendent shall be responsible for all corporal or other punishments. He may if the Manager so 
directs, delegate to the Head Schoolmaster discretion to inflict minor corporal punishment in accordance with the 
following provisions :- 
      Only the Head Schoolmaster or the Master acting as Head Schoolmaster shall be so authorised, and if there 
 is no Head Schoolmaster, one Master and only one must be selected to take this responsibility. 
      The Master to whom such power is delegated shall not be authorised to inflict any corporal punishment 
 other than 4 strokes of the cane or tawse on the hand, or on the posterior over ordinary cloth trousers. 
       No other corporal punishment shall be inflicted except by the direction and in the presence of the Superintendent or 
officer acting as Superintendent. 
       4.   Except as provided in Rule 3 no person employed in the school shall inflict any kind of corporal punishment, 
and the term “corporal punishment” includes any form of striking, cuffing, shaking or physical violence. 
       If any person employed in the School is found breaking this rule, the Superintendent shall report the case to the 
Managers. 
       The Superintendent shall bring this rule to the notice of every person employed in the School. 
       5.   The Superintendent shall be responsible for seeing that (a) all corporal punishment, whether inflicted by his 
direction or by the direction of the Head Schoolmaster; (b) all punishment by separate confinement; (c) all other serious 
punishments; and (d) any general punishment inflicted on the whole school or the whole class or division, are recorded 
without delay in one Punishment Book. 
       This book shall show 

(a) the date of the punishment 
(b) the name of the offender 
(c) his age 
(d) the nature of the offence 
(e) the name of the officer reporting the boy for punishment 
(f) the method of punishment, and in the case of corporal punishment the instrument used, the number of 

strokes given, and the part of the body on which they are inflicted. 
       If the Head Schoolmaster is authorised to inflict corporal punishment in accordance with Rule 3, any such 
punishment inflicted by him must be reported to the Superintendent and the prescribed details entered in the Punishment 
Book without delay. 
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       6.   Before inflicting corporal punishment on any weakly boy or any boy suffering from physical disabilities the 
Superintendent shall consult the Medical Officer. 
       7.     The Medical Officer shall be instructed to examine the Punishment Book from time to time, and when 
examining boys stripped to take note of any who have recently received corporal punishment. He shall note in the 
Medical Record any case of excessive punishment which he observes. 
       8.     The Punishment Book shall be examined at each meeting of the Managers and initialled by the Chairman of 
the meeting. 
 
     Home Office 
        Whitehall 
 1st September 1915  
 
(Tawse - A leather lash, or other instrument of punishment having one end cut into thongs,  used by a schoolmaster.) 



 17

History of the Ship 
 
HMS Winchester was built in 1821 as a fourth rate frigate. In 1861 she was re-classified as a sixth rate frigate and re-
named HMS Conway, to become the ‘Training Ship Conway’ based in the river Mersey off Rock Ferry 
 
In July 1876 the (Winchester) Conway was handed over to the ‘Devonport and Cornwall Training Ship Association’, 
and towed to Plymouth. The Conway passed the Lizard at 6am on the 12th July and reached Devonport later the same 
day. Within 6 weeks of her arrival at Devonport she was renamed the Mount Edgcumbe 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

HMS Winchester as a fourth rate 
frigate 1821 - 1861 

 

HMS Winchester after conversion to 
the T.S. Conway 1861 – 1876 
In the Mersey off Rock Ferry 

 

The second Conway at sea as HMS Winchester 

HMS Winchester as the second Conway 
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HMS Winchester 1816-1861 TS Conway 1861-1876  
TS Mount Edgcumbe 1876-1920 

 

 

1816 Laid down in Woolwich on the River Thames, London as a Java Class fourth rate 60 gun frigate 16, 
forty two pound guns, 8 carronades and 36, twenty four pound guns. 1,487 tbm; 173' x 44' 6". Her 
tonnage was 487 tons and had a full compliment of 450 men and boys. 

21 June 1822 Launched. 

1829 Captain Charles J. Austin was in command. In October the ship visited Jamaica. 

1831 Capt. was Lord William Paget (a descendent later became the Marquis of Angelsey), in May she was in 
the West Indies.  

1833 Out of commission at Chatham.  

1834 Capt. was Edward Sparshott. In June she was in the East Indies.  

1834-38 Seven logbooks for these years are held by the US Library of Congress, Manuscript Division Reference, 
GB, Navy, Cont 183-189  

1837 Flagship of Rear Ad. Sir Frederick Maitland, East Indies.  

19/21 October 1837 Off Entry Island (now known as Kapiti Island)... 

1838 Ordered home.  

1840 Capt. John Parker, flagship of Vice Ad. Sir Thomas Harvey, on the North America and West Indies 
(NAWI) station.  

1842 Capt. was Thomas W. Carter. A three page letter exists from a William Kelly on board the ship at 
Spithead. It mentions going to the Cape of Good Hope and the ship's refitting in March. In August she 
was back in NAWI.  

1844 Capt. was Charles Eden.  

1852 Captain Grenville Gower Loch. Based in the East Indies. Engaged in the Burmese War. 

9 Oct: Captured Prome as part of a mixed naval/military force. 

4 Feb 1853 Combined British force (British and Bengal) including HMS Winchester repulsed a Burmese attack near 
Donabew (Danubyu) and re-capture Prome. The Captain, Captain Granville Gower Loch died of 
wounds on 4th February 1853. His memorial in St. Paul's Cathedral, London says "Sacred to the 
memory of Granville Gower Loch Companion of the Order of the Bath Captain of H.M. Ship 
Winchester who fell in the service of his Country near Donabew on the River Irrawaddy on the 4 Feb. 
1853 in the 40 year of his age."  
His replacement was Edward Sholto Douglas (the only son of the late Major Sholto Douglas, and 
nephew of the Marchioness of Queensberry ) but he was invalided off the ship on 20th February in 
Rangoon. He was sent home in Hastings but she was lost off Ascension island. His body was recovered 
and he was buried on the island.  

1854-56 Sir James Stirling: (later Admiral and Founding Governor of Western Australia) took up his fifth 
command in Winchester. In 1956 Winchester is recorded as his flagship.  

1854 16 Feb: Boats captured 7 pirate junks off Lema Islands Hong Kong. 
2 Nov: Boats destroyed 9 pirate junks in Tynmoun Bay near Hong Kong. 

25 Mar 1855 Boats destroyed 9 pirate junks in Port Shelter 

1856 6 Nov: Boats assisted in capture of French ship Folly on the Canton River and destroyed 21 war junks. 
29 Oct: Involved in capture of Canton (see First Ship 1841 30 May) along with British and US 
warships. Landed naval Brigade and Royal Artillery.  
Later that year having moved further north, British sailors first set eyes on the dramatic natural harbour 
of Vladivostok when Winchester sailed in during the Crimean War. The English visitors named the bay 
Port May, according to contemporary chronicler Nikolai Matveyev.   It was named Vladivostok in 
1860. 

1857 - 61 Harbour service at Chatham. 
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1861-1876 In service as the second. Conway. [on loan from the Admiralty] 

10 July 1876 
 
 
 
11 July 1876  
12 July 1876 

The second ship also became too small and the Admiralty agreed to provide another larger ship - HMS 
Nile. On 12 July 1876 the two ships exchanged names. The second Conway, originally HMS 
Winchester was towed from the Mersey to Devonport by the paddle frigate Valorous, )Captain Loftus 
Jones) in company with Wild Swan 
Ships put into Lundy Island from stress of weather 
Ships pass the Lizard at 6am 

12 July 1876 She arrived in Devonport 

1 September 1876 On her return the Admiralty renamed her HMS Mount Edgcumbe.  

June 28th 1877            There is an old tradition that when a ship's name is changed the reason for the change should be 
explained to the ship. This poor vessel must have been a very patient lady as she had in turn been HMS 
Winchester, TS Conway, and now became TS Mount Edgecumbe. 
She was a residential home for the Devon & Cornwall Industrial Training Ship Association housing 
homeless and destitute boys.  
She was initially moored in Saltash Passage  

1913 Feb 13th When some cables were laid under the river Tamar north of the Royal Albert Bridge in 1913, she was 
moved to the Saltash side.  The sea-going training vessel Goshawk was moored nearby  

December 4th 1920  The Mount Edgcumbe was closed down and for a short period the ship became a depot ship for 
Devonport. 

8 April 1921 Sold and then broken up at Queen Anne's Battery, Plymouth. How many old Conway cadets realise that 
this Conway survived so long and was broken up so relatively recently.  

 

HMS Winchester as T.S. Mount Edgcumbe 
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T.S. Mount Edgcumbe – (how it all began) 
 
Extracted from the minute-book of the committee kept by their first secretary Mr. George Chase 
 
Good people of the two western counties were moved to provide for the neglected and recalcitrant boys among them 
some time after the Industrial Schools Act 1857 and the establishment of ships and schools in other places. The original 
appeal issued to the public was dated December 8, 1874 and began:- 

 
Many gentlemen in Devon and Cornwall interested in the education and moral training of the young and 
desirous to establish an industrial training ship in the Port of Plymouth for the destitute and neglected 
boys of the two counties. Unhappily such waifs and strays are too familiar to need description, and their 
condition has long been a source of anxiety to the statesman and philanthropist. It was hoped that the 
adoption of compulsory education would have led to their reclamation and improvement. The result 
however, has proved that School Board officers are all but powerless to reach this substratum of society. 
At present many of these boys are on the high road to swell the criminal ranks, and would thereby soon 
become a perpetual and troublesome burden to the community. To avert this calamity as far as possible, it 
is proposed to extend the hand of Christian charity, and endeavour to withdraw them from their perilous 
position, and as the establishment of industrial training-ships has been found so successful in other parts 
of the kingdom, it is thought by many that to provide such a ship here and to educate the boys mainly for 
a seafaring life, will not only do much to accomplish this laudable object, but afford the most desirable 
means of supplying a great commercial and national want. 

 
The first committee 
 
The Executive Committee had as its first chairman, Rev J. Metcalfe, the vicar of Christ Church; vice-chairman, Mr. R. 
Reynolds Fox; treasurer, Mr. William Derry, Houndiscombe House; secretary, Mr. G. Chase, 2 Athenæum Trc; and its 
first members were: Messrs. W.F. Moore, T.J. Stevens, T. Pitts, Alexander Hubbard, C. Bulteel, R. Oram, and Rev. 
John Barter. The earlier meetings if the General Committee were presided over by Rev. C.T. Wilkinson, then but later 
came to Plymouth as vicar of St. Andrew’s. The first public meeting was held in the Western Court Room, new 
Guildhall Building, Westwell St, on November 3, 1874 the Mayor, Mr. Alfred Rooker in the chair. [The Guildhall had 
then been newly completed, and Mr. Rooker was Mayor on the occasion.] The first object of the committee was, of 
course to get a little money together to fit up the ship which they had every hope the Admiralty would supply. 
At a meeting of the Executive Committee on December 22, 1874 this resolution was recorded:- 
 

That a letter be sent, signed by the chairman to the Lords of the Admiralty asking their lordships for the 
loan of H.M.S. Hastings. 

 
On May 19, 1875 the Executive Committee were able to report:- 
 

The work has progressed most favourably, and in most parts of the two counties where the appeal has 
been made a ready and willing response has resulted but it must be borne in mind that one great difficulty 
in obtaining donations has arisen from the many good and excellent philanthropic works which are being 
carried on at the present time in Plymouth. The committee hope and believe that when these claims are 
settled the industrial training ship Hastings will receive a still larger amount of public sympathy and 
support. 

 
The promoters had at that time between £1,900 and £2,000 in sight. They reasoned that fully £3,000 would be required 
to kit up the ship. 
 
Captain who had no ship 
 
The committee next began to think where the ship should be stationed. On May 27, 1875 it was moved by Rev. J. 
Barter, and seconded by Mr. T. Pitts:- 
 

That Mr. Hubbard and the officers wait upon the Queen’s Harbourmaster, and request him to inform us to 
the best place in the Cattewater for mooring a ship. 

 
The committee also resolved in June, 1875 to advertise for a commander and decided:- 
 

That the sum of £100 be paid to the commander for the first year after which further arrangements will be 
made according to circumstances. 
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On 30, July the choice fell to Captain Annesley R.N. who was unanimously declared elected. 
About this time Mr. Edward Bates then one of the members for Plymouth appeared on the scene. He had already given 
considerable assistance to the project and in the minutes of the meeting of August 27, 1875 appears the following:- 

 
Mr. E Bates expressed his disapproval of the appointment of the captain; and also considered the 
committee ought not delay to apply for the Conway, as the committee of that ship were about to exchange 
her for the Nile. 

 
At the same meeting the secretary was desired to write to Capt. Annesley, R.N., informing him of his appointment; also 
to write to Mr. Percy Bates (The son of Mr. E Bates) asking him to make inquiries respecting the ship Conway, 
stationed at Liverpool. 

The Conway in the river Mersey off Rock Ferry about 1870 
 
At the first annual meeting, held November 26, 1875, the committee reported:- 

 
This information (about the Conway) completely alters the position of the affairs. Instead of being obliged 
to expend the sum of £4,200 in fitting out the Hastings, there seems every possibility that if they 
succeeded in obtaining the Conway and purchased her fittings, they would not, including other alterations 
have to expend more than from £2,000 to £3,000. 

 
The name Mount Edgcumbe 
 
From its inception the promoters had no doubt of the support of the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. He was among the first 
list of patrons; but it was not until the first annual meeting in 1985 that his lordship was asked to assume the position 
which he held for the rest of his life. The resolution then passed, on the motion of the Earl of Morley, seconded by Mr. 
Sampson Lloyd. M.P. (who shared the representation of Plymouth with Mr. Bates) was:- 
 

That the Right Hon. The Earl of Mount Edgcumbe and George Soltau-Symons Esq., be the president and 
vice-president. 

 
It says much, both for their patients continuing in well-doing and for their belief in the good work the ship was doing, 
that these honoured men continued in office until their life’s end. 
A month later the Earl of Devon, who had also taken great interest in the movement, was deputed, with Mr. Percy Bates 
to visit the Conway, and at the next meeting it was resolved that a letter be written to the Lords of the Admiralty asking 
that the Conway be substituted for the Hastings. 
In the meantime some trouble had arisen with Capt. Annesley, and on March 6, 1876, his engagement was terminated 
on the grounds that his appointment had been premature although the letter to him stated: The committee ‘have not been 
influenced by anything unsatisfactory in Capt. Annesley’s conduct.’ Whatever may have been the inner truth of the 
matter, the first captain had no ship. 
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Moorings selected 
 
At a meeting on December 16, 1876 the Chairman reported, regarding the position of mooring the ship, that the sub-
committee unanimously recommended that she be placed one-sixth of a mile above Saltash Bridge. 
On July 3, 1876, it was resolved ‘that the treasure be authorised to pay £275 for the fittings of the Conway, as per 
agreement made on behalf of the committee by Mr. Percy Bates,’ and at the same meeting a letter was received from 
Capt. Franklyn, stating that the Conway would be handed over to the committee. 
At the second annual meeting on July 31, the committee said they could allude ‘in the most hopeful manner to the 
present position and future prospects of the association,’ which they regarded as fully sufficient to ‘justify the 
committee in accepting the ship kindly offered to them by the Lords of the Admiralty, which has since been towed 
round from Liverpool, and is now lying alongside the Devonport Dockyard and about to be caulked and painted before 
she is handed over to the Committee.’ 
Then came the question of renaming the ship. The committee reported that the name she had hitherto borne, the 
Conway would be retained for the vessel which had replaced her at Liverpool, and she would, therefore, have to be 
renamed, and in the record of a meeting of the Executive Committee, on August 11, 1876 the following minute 
appears:- 
 

Moved by Mr. Alexander Hubbard, seconded by Capt. Edge R.N. that the ship be named The Mount 
Edgcumbe. 

 
At the following September meeting, a letter was received from the Admiralty, confirming change in name of Conway 
to Mount Edgcumbe and ‘the president (Lord Mount Edgcumbe) thanked the committee for the compliment they had 
paid him.’ 
 
A new captain 
 
An advertisement was ordered to be issued in July, 1876 in these terms:- 
 

The committee being now in a position to appoint a captain-superintendent of the training-ship to be 
placed in the port of Plymouth are prepared to receive applications from gentlemen who may desire to 
become candidates for that office. Salary £150 per annum. Residence on board obligatory. 

 
The new captain was appointed in August, 1876. At that month’s committee meeting the sub-committee, having gone 
through the list of applicants (19 in number) recommended the name Messrs. Gillett, Hannah, Knevitt, Short and Smith 
be submitted to the Executive Committee. Of these, Capt’s, Gillett and Knevitt were invited to appear before the 
committee, and on the motion of Mr. Edward St. Aubyn, seconded by Mr. William Derry and supported by the Mayor 
of Plymouth (Mr. William Foster Moore), Capt. H.P. Knevitt was appointed 
 
Ship in working order 
 
The promoters and friends of the Mount Edgcumbe training-ship held their first annual meeting since the vessel was 
opened for the reception of boys in the Western Court Room, New Guildhall, on Thursday, July 26, 1877. Capt. Knevitt 
and the other officers of the Mount Edgcumbe and the boys on board were also present. The boys, ten in number were 
dressed in a neat naval uniform and appeared in excellent health and spirit. Five of the lads came from the counties of 
Devon and Cornwall and the other five from various distant towns. 
Many small troubles are recorded in the minute-books. Some of the officers and some of the boys had complaints to 
make. In the first year one ‘good little boy’ was lost overboard. There seems no doubt he went to the steps to empty a 
dustpan and fell into the water and was drowned without anyone hearing a sound. His body was afterwards found near 
Pentille. The first schoolmaster, Mr Embley, was elected at £100 a year; but the captain and most of the officers soon 
put in applications for increased pay – as many officials have done since. 
The committee have also had their ‘religious difficulties,’ In 1878 Capt. Knevitt sent a number of boys to be prepared 
for confirmation by the Bishop of Truro. The exact conditions under which he did this are not disclosed in the minutes, 
but about that time professor Anthony comes upon the scene, and the result is a resolution:- 
 

That those boys sent to the ship as members of the Church of England who express a desire to be 
confirmed, and whose parents or guardians do not object to have them confirmed, be prepared from time 
to time for confirmation. 

 
On May 26, 1884 Mr. W. Foster Moore being in the chair, feeling reference was made to the great loss the ship had 
sustained by the death of Mr. Chase, who from the commencement of the institution had devoted all his zeal and energy 
to ensure its success. 
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When the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe was no longer able to take personal interest in the ship, his place was admirably 
filled by Sir Henry Lopes. No one could have devoted more loving attention to his duties than Mr. Charles King, 
assisted by Miss Annie Cuming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ship location 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ship was originally positioned 0.6 of a mile up stream of the Royal Albert Bridge, (Position A). Photographic 
evidence suggests that she was moored by the bow and free to swing with the tide. 
In the mid 1900’s (exact date unknown) the ship moved location to a berth close in on the St. Budeaux side of the river 
(Position B). In this berth the Mount Edgcumbe was secured fore and aft, with her bow pointing up stream. It is thought 
that she had to move so that her original deep water berth could be used to moor warhips. 
In 1913 the Admiralty required the ship to move again so that work could begin on laying submarine cables across the 
Tamar. The Mount Edgcumbe’s new and final berth was on the Saltash side of the river (Position C) off ‘Parsons 
Wharf’ (now Brunel Green) again secured fore and aft with her bow pointing up stream. A bell was mounted on a pole 
on shore which could be rung to attract the ships attention.  
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Position A 
The Mount Edgcumbe 
moored in the centre of 
the river where she was 
free to swing with the 
tide. In this picture her 
bows are down stream 

Position B 
Moored fore and aft on 
the St. Budeaux side just 
up stream of Brunel’s 
Royal Albert Bridge. 
She was probably moved 
to this location so that 
her mid river deep water 
berth could be used by 
warships.  

Position C 
The Mount Edgcumbe 
dressed overall on Saltash 
Regatta day 1914. 
This photograph shows the 
Mount Edgcumbe in its 
new berth on the Saltash 
side of the river where she 
was moved to on 8th Feb 
1913 
The ships cottage hospital 
‘Newlands’ can be seen in 
the centre on the far bank. 
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The Industrial Training Ship Mount Edgcumbe  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
H.M. Training ship Mount Edgcumbe at Saltash in 1910 

 
Few who write about the River Tamar remember the ‘Anchorage for Orphans’ as Marshall Ware called the Training 
Ship, Mount Edgcumbe. She was anchored in the river, first off Saltash passage, and then off Saltash from 1877 until 
Dec 1920.  
 
A training ship often came into existence following a period of public debate in which leading personalities of a locality 
would become involved. Behind such activity there was usually the interest and energy of one or two individual 
philanthropists. It is not clear who the moving spirit was behind the establishment of the Mount Edgcumbe but the 
inaugural meeting was held in Plymouth on 5th November 1874, with parallel meetings in Stonehouse and Devonport. 
The Mayor of Plymouth chaired the meeting, Mr. Woodward described the work of the Formidable (a training ship in 
Bristol) and Mr. W.F. Moore moving the establishment of a ship revealed that the Admiralty would provide a vessel. A 
committee of thirty three persons was elected. Thus the Devon and Cornwall Industrial Training Ship Association 
was formed. In practice a ship could not be managed effectively by such a large group. The day to day management 
inevitably developed around a small group of persons prepared to give their time on a regular basis.   
 
The ship was, originally, H.M.S. Winchester and then renamed the Conway in 1861, and the Mount Edgcumbe in 1877, 
when she was used to serve as an Industrial Training Ship for Homeless and Destitute Boys. The training provided by 
the Mount Edgcumbe, like other training ships was in seamanship, tailoring, shoe making. These lads did their sea-
training in the Goshawk, after which ship the Goss’s named one of their eighteen-foot watermen's boats. 
 
When Mount Edgcumbe opened in June 1877, donations had reached £3,408, and £525 had been promised in annual 
subscriptions 
 
The Industrial Schools Act, 1866 allowed any person to bring any child under the age of 14 years before a magistrate. If 
the child was found to be in need of care and protection, he could be committed to a certified industrial school. for as 
long as was considered necessary, but not beyond the age of sixteen years. The child might be sent to any school on 
shore (or a training ship) which had space and agreed to take him. The training ships were probably favored for the 
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more unruly cases as they were run on naval lines and the discipline was considered to be stricter than that at other 
schools. The register books give the reasons for committal, which include; ‘theft’, ‘company of known thieves’, 
‘begging and associating with thieves’, ‘truant’, ‘beyond control’, ‘non-attendance at school’. A frequent entry was 
simply ‘found wandering’. In such cases it might be expected that an adverse entry on the character of the parents 
would be recorded, yet terms such as ‘sober’ or ‘steady’ frequently appear. Although children under the age of 12 years 
charged with an impressionable offence could also be sent to an industrial school, children in such schools had not been 
convicted.  
 

The intake to Mount Edgcumbe was not restricted to boys belonging to the surrounding district, many boys coming 
from other parts of the country particularly the London area. (in 1896 out of 68 boys admitted, 51 came from London) 
 
It is interesting to learn that although those who lived at Saltash Passage accepted the boys, Saltash residents feared, 
suspected, and shunned them until the owner of the Saltash Gazette, Mr. Dingle, reassured them that the boys were 
well-behaved. They had to be; they were strictly disciplined. 
 
A boy sent to the Mount Edgcumbe would have found himself drawn into a way of life which was certainly a marked 
contrast to his previous existence. While his personal needs of food, clothing and housing were provided, the very full 
daily routine occupied all his working hours from 5 : 50 in the morning to 8 : 00 at night throughout the year. Of this 
time about one and a half hours would have been spent at meals, three hours each at ‘housekeeping’ duties, ‘school’ and 
seamanship, etc., and the remainder at recreation and other miscellaneous duties. The boys were divided into two 
watches, port and starboard, with each watch sub divided into two parts i.e. 1st and 2nd port, 1st and 2nd starboard, during 
the morning, while one watch was at ‘school’ the other was at seamanship; during the afternoon the roles were reversed. 
The accommodation was divided into a number of divisions with each division sub divided into messes. Each division 
contained about 30 boys and was supervised by one member of the staff aided by two or three senior boys. The messes 
were smaller units which functioned at meal times; each boy in turn would serve food in his mess. There were 
numerous other duties which boys took turns at performing, such as post boy or messenger. In fact the organization of 
the ships simulated that of the adult world of the Royal Navy. 
 
The watch on deck was divided into various groups supervised by seaman instructors. All the skills of the practical 
seaman were taught including knots, splices, canvass work, sail handling signaling, sounding and compass work. For 
safety reasons the ‘Abandon Ship’ drill was thoroughly practiced. Each boy also spent time working under the 
supervision of the cook, the tailor, the carpenter and the shoemaker. The watch below was meanwhile at school on the 

 
 

Boys on the deck of the training ship Mount Edgcumbe at Saltash 
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main deck, immediately below the upper deck. Except for a section towards the bow and stern of the Mount Edgcumbe 
which had been partitioned off for the staff accommodation, the galley, stores and boys’ bathroom, the main deck was a 
large open space which served, as occasion required, as dining room, assembly hall, class room and recreation room. 
For school the boys were divided into classes according to their standard of reading, writing and arithmetic, all classes 
being together in the same space. 
 

At the end of the school period 
the desks were stowed away and 
replaced by tables and benches 
for the meal which followed. 
Although the main deck was one 
large open space, invisible 
boundaries ‘marked’ the area 
occupied by a particular activity, 
and a boy wishing to enter or 
cross an area was required to ask 
permission. At meal times, for 
example, each mess occupied 
such a space. 
 
Mount Edgcumbe was equipped 
with a small library, an organ, 
brass band instruments and a 
variety of games. During the 
evening the main deck became 
the scene of several recreational 
activities. At the end of the day 
hammocks were slung in the 
lower deck, below the main deck 
which served as a dormitory. 

 
Because training ships were residential establishments there had to be a staff presence 24 hours a day. This was 
normally maintained on a rota basis by the Captain-Superintendent, Chief Officer and Seaman Instructors, all of whom 
normally had naval backgrounds. The Captain-Superintendent was required to live on board, with his family, in 
spacious accommodation at the after end of the ship. The other staff lived ashore but had their own cabins on board as 
they kept duty on alternate nights and alternate weekends. At night, on the Mount Edgcumbe, watches of two hours 
duration were kept by one member of staff aided by two boys. 
 
When the Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. W. Derry), accompanied by Mr. S.S. Lloyd, M.P. and 'ladies and gentlemen', visited 
the Mount Edgcumbe to be received on board by Capt. Knevitt, R.N. and Mr. G. Chase, the secretary to the committee 
which promoted the institution and raised money in both counties to fit out and equip the ship, he found every boy 

being instructed in useful work. 
He saw boys being taught to 
read, spell, do arithmetic, 
understand English grammar, to 
read the compass, and make 
canvas suits. On the lower deck, 
keen young sailor-lads were 
being drilled, "each being 
supplied with a miniature 
carbine, and the manner in 
which they went through the 
evolutions was exceedingly 
interesting. The ship is a pattern 
of neatness and order, and the 
boys looked comfortable and 
happy." 
 
Opportunity for the boys to 
leave the ship were not very 
frequent. Saturday afternoons 
were set aside for games in a 

 
This postcard of the Mount Edgcumbe is postmarked 6 Jan 1905 and shows the 

ship framed by the pillars of the Royal Albert Bridge with local children and 
boys from the Mount Edgcumbe bathing 

The ‘Mount Edgcumbe’ training ship Band, were much in demand between 
dutied on board ship to give concerts on St. Budeaux Green at church bazaars, 

garden parties and local fêtes 
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field to which the ship had been given access, but especially in winter, this could be prevented by bad weather and there 
were times when the waters in Saltash Passage were too rough for any of the ship’s boats to be operated. Home leave 
seems to have been rarely granted, although a few boys were allowed home at Christmas. There was however greater 
opportunity for shore leave during the summer months, especially for the ships band which was invited to play at local 
fêtes. Relief from the confines of the ship was also given by the ample experience in small boats which was provided by 
the Mount Edgcumbe’s fleet of craft that in 1898 included a 7 ton yawl, 4 cutters and 3 gig’s. In 1899 these were joined 
by the 107ft Goshawk 
 

In 1910 Capt. H. Wesley 
Harkcom was appointed Captain 
Superintendent. The captain was 
a rowing expert and "a very fair 
and just man" he had been 
Master of the Goshawk since 
1903 and well known in the 
area. He set about reforming the 
ship, two of his first actions 
were to drop “Industrial” from 
the ship’s name and to ban the 
use of the birch. 
 
In 1860, the ship's cottage 
hospital had been built on the 
embankment (built on reclaimed 
mud-flats of the river) by a Mr. 
Elliott, who, appropriately, 
called the hospital "Newlands 
Cottage Hospital"  
 
The hospital was well used, not 
only to treat illnesses and boys 

who had accidents but as an isolation unit as any contagious illness on board the Mount Edgcumbe could soon spread in 
the cramped conditions. The death, accident and illness rates on schools afloat was much higher than that of a similar 
establishment ashore. 
 
The Devon and Cornwall Committee's dignitaries included the Prince of Wales (Patron), the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, 
Earl Fortescue, the Earl of Morley, Viscount Valletort, Sir Henry Lopes, Bart., Lord St. Levan, the Hon. Waldorf Astor, 
M.P., General Sir R. Pole-Carew, Sir C. Kinlock Cooke, M.P., and Sir John Jackson, M.P. 
 
The Mount Edgcumbe was licensed for 250 boys. During the Great War Capt. Harkcom claimed proudly that not very 
many ships in the Royal Navy were without one or more of his old boys on board. Some, however, joined the Army and 
the many the Merchant Service. 
 
The ship closed down in December, 1920, all the boys being ‘suitably placed’. The ship was then towed to Queen 
Anne's Battery, where she was broken up. Capt. Harkcom was allowed to live in the hospital until 1926, when it and the 
land was acquired by the War Department. Two of her guns were brought by Mr. Ware's father in 1922. He lent them 
each year to the St. Budeaux Regatta Committee until 1928, when they were stored in a cellar. However, they were lent 
on a permanent loan to the Commodore of the Royal Albert Sailing Club when it was formed in 1932. 

Playing deck sports at an open day 
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Physical Fitness 
 

 
 
 

 

Physical fitness had a high 
priority on the Mount 
Edgcumbe 
Exercise followed the 
‘Swedish drill’ format that 
was used by the Royal 
Navy. 
 
 
 
 
Left. 
Club training 1904 
 
Bottom Left. 
Wand training 1904 
 
Below. 
Dumbbell training 1910 
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Rowing and boat handling 
 

Boat skills had always been 
given a high priority on the 
Mount Edgcumbe and after the 
appointment of Captain H. W. 
Harkcom, who was a skilled and 
experienced oarsman the Mount 
Edgcumbe took part in every 
regatta in the area, a favourite 
being the Saltash Regatta when 
the Mount Edgcumbe would be 
dressed overall and the boys 
could join in the fun at the 
Waterside where there were 
stalls and fairground rides. They 
would cheer on their own crews 
who often took the top prizes. 
The boats themselves were 
either the ‘Gig’ with a crew of 
six (five oarsmen and a 
coxswain) or the ‘Cutter’ 
(twelve oarsmen, six each side, 
and a coxswain). 
The Edgcumbe boys could hold 
their own against the best navy 
crews. There was keen internal 
rivalry particularly between the 
boys on the Edgcumbe and those 
on the Goshawk. 
The boats were not only used for 
sport but also for transport 
between the Mount Edgcumbe 
and the shore. The ship also had 
an eight oared jolly boat which 
was used exclusively by Captain 
Harkcom, his family and very 
important visitors. 
The gigs were kept in a boat 
house built near to Newlands on 
the Devon bank of the Tamar. 
 
 
 
Top. 
The ‘First Gig Crew’ from 
Goshawk 1907 
 
Middle. 
The same crew underway 
 
Bottom. 
Boys returning from shore by 
‘Bailey Cutter’ 
Note. 
The framework behind the boat 
on the left is the ships swimming 
pool. This was a square of 
pontoons to form an enclosure 
with canvas screens that could 
be lowered as the boys would 
have swam naked. 
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A 12 oared cutter race 
underway at Saltash regatta  
1908 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mount Edgcumbe from Saltash 
on Regatta day 1908 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
           
  
 A Bailey cutter from Mount 
 Edgcumbe under sail 
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Dog Watch activities 
Traditionally the dog watches 
First dog         1600 to 1800 
Last dog          1800 to 2000 
are the times for recreation, 
sport, hobbies, training, as 
they still are in the Royal 
Navy today. 
The most popular activity was 
to be in the band with places 
being hard fought for, once in 
the band the ‘perks’ were 
considerable despite all the 
extra hours that had to be put 
in for practice. 
The band was very popular at 
local events and attended 
many church fêtes, fairs, 
regattas and garden parties, 
many of which were held or 
organised by the ships patrons. 
They also performed in places 
like St. Budeaux Green on 
Sunday afternoons passing 
round a collection box to boost 
funds. 
A favourite and lucrative fund 
raiser was an annual collection 
at Plymouth Argyle football 
ground. 
Apart from getting off the ship 
the band boys were quite often 
treated to tea and cakes by 
their hosts. 
Their duties on the ship 
included providing music 
when important guests were on 
board, for ceremonial  
divisions and as can be seen in 
the 1907 photograph (left), 
music to accompany ‘dumb 
bell swinging’. (Also note that 
in this photograph the bow of 
the ship is pointing down 
river) 
Another naval tradition is that 
of ‘Make and Mend’. 
Today a make and mend is an 
afternoon off, the usual excuse 
is to play sport or to visit a 
bank, but originally it was to 
‘Make and Mend cloths’. 
The Mount Edgcumbe had a 
tailor and a cobbler on board 
and boys were instructed in 
both skills and were well able 
to repair and even make their 
own clothes. 
 
This photograph was taken in 
1907 and shows a group of 
boys utilising their skills. 

 
Band practice 1904 
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Education 
         

Drawing by kind permission of Dr. Alston Kennerley 
 
Many of the boys who 
arrived at the Mount 
Edgcumbe although aged 
12 or more could neither 
read nor write and had to 
be taught the basic skills 
from scratch. Both the 
Mount Edgcumbe and the 
Goshawk were inspected at 
least once a year by ‘His 
Majesty’s Inspector’ from 
the Home Office and also 
in later years by the 
Education Dept. In 
addition to the routine 
visits surprise visits were 
also made, not only by His 
Majesty’s Inspector, but 
because the ship took in 
boys from many parts of 
the country, particularly 
London, and they paid 

towards the boy’s education, they could inspect at any time. 
On 30th July 1900 Mr. G. Ricks from the London School Board made an inspection and found:- 
 

Everything working quite smoothly, and in fact in all respects in the most satisfactory manner 
 
Not all classes were on the Mount Edgcumbe or Goshawk. These three photographs show classes being held on 
Plymouth Hoe and West Hoe breakwater. 
The ship also had the use of a recreational field on what is now Ernesettle depot. 
Religious education was undertaken by the ship’s chaplain with many boys being confirmed by the Bishop of Truro at 
St. Stephen’s church, Saltash 

 
Signalling class 1904, looks like it is taking place on Plymouth Hoe 

 
The school room of  T.S. Mount Edgcumbe, drawn by Mr. Rawlings. Assistant School Master on board 1914 
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Instruction was also given in drawing, many boys sitting the government examination, the subject being split into five 
sections: 

 
Freehand Drawing 

 Ruler Work 
 Scale Drawing 

Model Drawing 
Geometry 

 
The result was the highest 
given in any Government 
examination. 
 
An important duty of the 
Mount Edgcumbe staff was 
to find employment for the 
boys. To achieve this they 
looked towards the armed 
forces with many boys going 
into the Royal Navy or the 
Army but their main thrust 
was towards the Merchant 
Marine, (Merchant Navy). 
To assist in this the Mount 
Edgcumbe employed an 

agent in Cardiff to find places on merchant ships docking there. Later an agent was appointed in Liverpool to aim at the 
larger mail steamers, this was very successful. One shipping line (Pacific Steam Navigation Co.) reported that Mount 
Edgcumbe boys were the best recruits they had ever taken to sea. 
 
When boys left the ship they were given as certificate of ‘Proficiency and Conduct’ listing the standard they had 
reached in specific subjects, apart from the subject on the certificate boys took:- singing, mental arithmetic, recitation, 
geography, composition and on the practical side, shoe making, carpentry, rifle drill, navigation, signalling, rule of the 
road, cutlass drill, etc. 
Some boys were allowed ashore to take evening classes. In 1908 six boys attended Regent St. Evening School twice a 
week to learn Spanish. 
In 1911 the trustees were being pressed by the navy to include ‘Electric Signalling’ and ‘Wireless Telegraphy’ (see 
page 74) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Navigation class taken by Captain Harkcom 1904, again looking like Plymouth Hoe 

 
Boys from the Goshawk sextant training  
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Ships Company Ceremonial 
 
Colours was (and still is) a daily 
ceremony. 
It is the ceremony of raising the 
‘Union Flag’ on the Jack staff on 
the bows of the ship, and the 
‘Ensign’ at the stern. 
This takes place every day of the 
year at 0800 in the summer and 
0900 in the winter. 
Evening Colours, when the flags 
are lowered, took place at sunset, 
unless sunset was after 2100, 
then evening colours took place 
at 2100. 
The Boatswain would pipe 
colours on his Boatswain’s call 
followed by ‘All hands on the 
upper deck face aft and salute’ 
 
 
 
 
 Divisions was (and still is) the 
mustering of all hands on deck. 
In training establishments this 
was usually a daily event at the 
start of the working day after all 
domestic chores had been carried 
out. Ceremonial Divisions is a 
version in best uniform (No. 1’s) 
usually carried out on Sundays 
followed by Church Parade or at 
other times when dignitaries or 
high ranking officials are making 
an official visit to the ship. 
 
 
 
 
 
Capt. Superintendent J.G. 
Bickford (centre of the back 
row), with his staff of ten 
officers, eight of which were 
divisional officers, each in 
charge of a division of about 
thirty boys. 
One is the chief officer, 
responsible for administration 
and the routine running of the 
ship and one office is the 
boatswain, responsible for 
maintaining the ship in good 
order. Each division had boy 
petty officer and boy leading 
seamen to assist the divisional 
officers. 
 

 
Colour Guard 1904 

 
Divisions on Mount Edgcumbe 1917

 
The Officer and boy Petty Officers of T.S. Mount Edgcumbe 1908 
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Annual Meeting and Prize Giving 
The Annual Meeting of the 
“Devon and Cornwall Training 
Ship Association” was a rather 
grand affair. 
The meetings usually followed 
the following format:-  
 
Report of the Managers 
Captain-Superintendent’s report 
Medical officer’s Report 
Accounts 
Ladies Hospital Committee 
Chairman’s Address 
Guest Speaker 
Chaplain 
 
Followed by Prize giving 
 
Prizes were awarded for 
academic achievement, practi-
cal skills, sport and physical 
achievement:- 
 
Pluckiest act preformed during 
the year. 
 
Excelling at:- 
 
Signals 
Band 
Cooking 
Tailoring 
Sail making 
Boxing (different weights) 
Swimming 
Rowing 
Coxswain 
 
Best all-round boy 
Best dressed boy 
 
Some old boys donated items, 
usually in the form of books 
that were presented with awards 
 
The AGM,s were usually held 
on the Mount Edgcumbe with 
guests arriving in the Eleanor 
of the Saltash, Three Towns & 
District Steamer Co. Most 
would board the Eleanor at the 
Great Western Dock or at 
Devonport Pier. 
In 1910 the AGM was later in 
the year and because of the 
chance of bad weather it was 
held at the ‘Royal Hotel 
Assembly Room’, attended by 
120 boys and the band under 
the direction of Band Master 
Mr. Fealey. 

Annual Meeting 1911 

 
Prize giving 

From AGM 1916 
 
Patron,   H.R.H. The Prince of Wales 
Vice Patrons, The Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, The Earl Fortescue, The Earl of 

Morley 
Trustees, The Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, Viscount Valletort, Sir Henry 

Lopes, Bart. 
President, The Earl of Mount Edgcumbe 
Vice President, Viscount Valletort, Sir Henry Lopes 
Treasurer, G.N. Dickenson 
Hon. Secretary, Charles King. 
Also Present, C in C Admiral Sir Alexander Bethell, KGB, Lady Bethell, Sir 

Joseph Bellamy, Rev. S. Gordon Ponsonby, Rev. J. Percy Baker, 
Rev. W. Keir, Rev. C.R. Benson (Chaplain) Capt. Cyril Peel 
(HMS Defiance) Mrs. Evelyn Rashleigh, Lady Ernestine 
Edgcumbe, Lady St. Aubyun, Lady Albertha Lopes,  
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Goshawk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The schooner Goshawk was built as a private yacht at Cowes on the Isle of White in 1866 for Mr. Thomas Broasdwood. 
Length from forepart of stem under the bowsprit, to the aft side of the head of the stern post 107ft 9ins 
Main breath to outside of plank          23ft  
Depth from top of deck at side amidships to bottom of keel       12ft 
Weight – Gross tons         142ton  83/100 
In 1893 the owner, Mr James Robert West, a member of the ‘Royal Yacht Squadron’ offered the Goshawk to the ‘St. 
Andrews Waterside Church Mission’ for conversion to a church ship, she was to be capable of holding services for up 
to 75 fishermen but often accommodated more. With a crew of mainly Brixham fishermen the Goshawk sailed for the 
first time in her new role on 9th Aug. 1894. On Sunday 12th she was with the North Sea fishing fleet when the church 
pendent was hoisted for the first time at 8am for Holy Communion then again at 10am for morning service when many 
men arrived from the surrounding boats.  
She was purchased by the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe in February 1898 from Mr. West of Alscot Park, Stratford-on-Avon 
for £700 and converted to a brigantine to give the boys experience of both ‘square’ and ’fore-and-aft’ rig. 

The Goshawk was insured with 
Lloyds of London for £1500 
 
In 1900 H. Wesley Harkcom became 
master of the Goshawk taking over 
from Captain Murdo McKenzie. 
Captain Harkcom remained Master 
of the Goshawk until 1910 when he 
became Captain-Superintendent of 
T.S. Mount Edgcumbe. Captain 
Harkcom was an accomplished sailor 
and an inspirational leader. He had a 
reputation for being firm but fair and 
was well liked by the boys. 
 
Initially Captain Harkcom was the 
only permanent member of the crew, 
the rest being made up of 5 or 6 
instructors or officers from the Mount 
Edgcumbe and about 40 to 50 boys. 

 
The brigantine Goshawk under full sail 1911 

 
Ships company ‘Goshawk’ 1904 – Captain Harkcom seated in the 

centre in a navy suit and sporting his trademark moustache 
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By 1903 the Goshawk had a 
permanent Bostswain as Chief 
Officer to assist the Captain and four 
Petty Officer Instructors wearing the 
same class of uniform as the boys. 
(These took the place of the 2nd and 
3rd Officers) 
 
The Goshawk was used to give the 
boys practical experience in a ship at 
sea and included boat handling 
signalling (every boy knew Morse 
and could read semaphore) 
navigation and seamanship. Captain 
Harkcom was so impressed with the 
standard of the boys that he allowed, 
when circumstances permitted, one 
afternoon a week ashore. 
 
The Goshawk was initially only used 
in the summer months, the boys 
being on board from mid April until 
October, usually in two or three 
batches of 40 at a time. The ship 
was a regular visitor to ports along 
the south coast frequently visiting 
Fowey and Portsmouth. In the 
winter maintenance was carried out, 
initially by the officers and later by 
the boys, with short day trips to sea 
around Plymouth. 
 
In the winter months the repair and 
maintenance could be quite major. 
In 1902 the ship’s ‘Knight Heads’ 
were found to be defective and were 
replaced. All rope and rigging was 
repaired and the accommodation 
changed to accommodate the 
changes in staff. Each winter the 
ship was cleaned and disinfected. 
 
In the winter of 1904 the ship’s deck 
was caulked, a life belt box was 
fitted on the upper deck and the 
ship’s boats repaired. The bilges 
were cleaned and the fresh water 
tank was cement-washed. The ship’s 
side was scraped and repainted. 
 
The Goshawk was usually berthed 
off Saltash but was occasionally 
forced to move to the Great Western 
Docks when the Admiralty required 
its berth for ships, (in 1902 a 
cruiser). 
 
It was usual at the beginning of each 
season to beach the Goshawk at 
Saltash for a couple of days for her 
copper bottom to be cleaned and 
painted. 

 
Signalling lesson on Goshawk 1910 

 
Seaboat drill Goshawk 1910 

 
Boxing on ‘Goshawk’ 1910 – Captain Harkcom on the left 
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Captain Harkcom introduced boxing, 
wrestling and fencing, these proved 
to be very popular. For the boys, to 
spend time on the Goshawk became a 
privilege to the extent that many 
boys attended additional lessons in 
navigation and signalling to improve 
their chances 
 
Captain Harkcom was an 
accomplished pianist and in 1903 an 
American organ was purchased for 
the Goshawk by subscriptions raised 
by the secretary. Evening singing 
became a feature of life on the 
Goshawk, Captain Harkom regarded 
singing as an exercise. 
 
The highlight of Goshawk’s life was 
in the summer of 1902 when at the 
invitation of the Admiralty she was 
given a berth at Spithead for the 
Naval Review. The crew spent 16 
days scrubbing and polishing the 
ship. 
 
Each boy was presented with a cup 
as given to His Majesty’s guests at 
the Coronation Dinner. 
 
The Mount Edgcumbe boys were 
entertained on Coronation day to tea 
and sports by the men on HMS 
Defiance. 
 
Things didn’t always go so well for 
the Goshawk. 
 
On 9th June 1908 she ran aground on 
Drake’s Island. The report in the 
Captains log read, 
 
“On trying to reach Drakes Island on 
9th June the vessel was drawn by the 
current of tide too close to the 
eastern end of the Island with the 
result that she took the ground and 
remained two hours, being dead low 
water at the time, she floated off 
without assistance, afterwards took 
tug and was towed to moorings and 
was found to be making no water. On 
the 15th of June the vessel was placed 
on the hard at Saltash for 
examination, when the full extent of 
the damage could not be seen but 
temporary repairs to forefoot were 
carried out by Messrs Rogers and 
Co.” 
 
The ship was towed to Drake’s 
Island to await docking in the Great 

 
Ships company ‘Goshawk’ 1908 – Captain Harkcom seated in centre 

 
Hauling in the anchor ‘Goshawk’ 1910 

 
Taking a sounding ‘Goshawk’ 1908 
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Western Dock, Millbay where a 
survey found the following damage, 
False keel nearly gone fore and aft. 
The fore end of the main keel chaffed 
and split. 
One through metal bolt almost 
crippled. 
Forefoot ragged, one piece of metal 
stem band gone. 
Main keel splintered on edges. 
Metal socket supporting rudder 
runner started, main piece of rudder 
strained and cotter buckled, copper 
along garboard seams buckled. 
Owing to the beforementioned 
condition it became necessary to 
execute the following renewals and 
repairs:- 
Renew false keel fore and aft, English 
Elm 10" x 3" secured to main keel 
with ½" x ⅝" dumps, 16 oz copper to 
be placed between main and false 
keels, afterwards this whole surface to 
be covered with 18 oz copper. 
Start of lower part of stem band, cut 
away forward part of forefoot and let 
in graving piece about four feet long 
and secure with bolts, renew lower 
end of stem band. 
Remove temporary metal clamp and 
insert three extra fastenings in lower 
end of stem band. 
Remove steering band, unhinge 
rudder with assistance of crew, 
remove copper from main piece, and 
ease and re-copper same. 
Remove heel socket and face up after 
end of main keel where damaged, the 
present socket to be re-fitted with new 
straps and bolts. 
The garboard seems to be caulked 
fore and aft and re-coppered with 
18oz copper. 
The vessel to be dry docked and 
undocked. 
The above work will cost £115 
 
In 1911 money was short and it was 
decided not to commission the 
Goshawk that year, by then her usual 
winter berth was Hooe Lake. 
She was not commissioned during the 
war and was sold at auction at 
Liverpool in July 1918 by C.W. 
Kellock & Co. to the ‘Insular Trading 
Co.’ for £2639 
 
 Left.  
The settlement paid by the insurance 
company for the repair of the 
Goshawk after it ran aground on 9th 
June 1908 
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Newland. The Cottage Hospital of the T.S. Mount Edgcumbe 

Health 

 
In the early days of the T.S. Mount Edgcumbe the boys sent to the ship seemed to be in reasonable health. Much of the 
sickness reported was in the winter months and ranged from conjunctivitis, influenza and quinsy to scarlet fever, 
pneumonia and pleurisy. Some deaths occurred, mainly from cold and damp related illnesses like pneumonia and 
tuberculosis. There were also some injuries from falls and accidents. 
In later years when more boys were sent to the ship from the cities there was a marked deterioration in the health of 
boys arriving at the ship. Although new boys were supposed to be fit and bring with them a certificate to say so, many 
were under weight and in poor health, some having to spend weeks in the cottage hospital before they could be moved 
to the ship. The year 1916/17 was a bad year (see reports below) 
 
MEDICAL REPORT.        Laurel Bank, Saltash, July, 18th 1916 
 
Gentlemen, 
In making my Annual Report, I am glad to be able to state that the outbreak of Scabies, has been mastered and now we 
only get an occasional isolated case. This happy result has been brought about by the untiring and able assistance given 
me by all the Officers and Sick-Bay attendants.  
There has been an unusually heavy list of Septic Feet this winter, owing to the severity of the weather causing so many 
of the Boys to suffer from Chilblains. 
The general standard of physique of the New Entries has not been up to that of previous years. Several unsuitable boys 
have been sent to the Ship and several cases quite unfit for admission, also one boy suffering from Scarlet Fever and 
another from Chicken-Pox. 
They were immediately isolated and no fresh cases have occurred. These cases have caused the Officers and myself an 
enormous amount of work and worry, and had only reasonable care been taken at the commencement, all this could 
have been avoided. 
I regret to have to report the death of a boy from Acute Kidney Disease, following Eczema. 
In conclusion I have to thank the Captain and officers for the cordial assistance given me at all times which has greatly 
assisted me in my duties. 

E. WOOL LEWIS. Medical Officer 
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Dietary Table Mount Edgcumbe 1908 

Soup           Boys who keep watches at night have 3 ounces of Biscuit each 
Tuesday and Friday Pea       ¼ oz of Cocoa 
Monday   Rice       Milk, 1 gill Raw 
Wednesday, Thursday  Vegetable 
and Saturday 
 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

LADIES’ HOSPITAL 
COMMITTEE 

 
The Ladies’ Hospital Committee 
are pleased to present their Annual 
Report for the year ending March 
31st 1916 
Meetings have been held each 
quarter at the Cottage and members 
have been most regular in their 
monthly visits of inspection. 
The Hospital has been very full of 
boys during the whole of the year 
and the nurse, Mrs. Wheeler, has 
had a very arduous time. The cases 
treated were mostly skin troubles of 
a tiresome nature. Serious cases 
were removed to the S.D. & E.C. 

Hospital, and those with Infectious Disease to the Boro’ Hospital Plymouth. 
In October last the Managers of the Mount Edgcumbe agreed to the recommendation of the Ladies’ Committee that a 
Bathroom and New Ward were Necessary, and plans for same were drawn up and approved, but the work was deferred 
until the cost of building material etc., should be normal. 
At their last monthly meeting however the managers agreed that the bath and heating apparatus should be fixed 
immediately and the walls cleaned and painted throughout the Hospital. 
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 lb oz oz oz oz oz oz oz oz oz oz oz pt oz 

Sunday 1 ½ ¼ Mutton 
7  1 6    10 4 ½ 2 

Monday 1 ½ ¼  5    2½ ½ 10  ½ 2 

Tuesday 1 ½ ¼ Beef 
7    6   10 2 ½ 2 

Wednesday 1 ½ ¼ Beef 
7  1 6   ½ 10 4 ½ 2 

Thursday 1 ½ ¼ 7     2½ ½ 10  ½ 2 

Friday 1 ½ ¼ Pork 
5    6   10  ½ 2 

Saturday 1 ½ ¼ Beef 
7      ½ 10 4 ½ 2 
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The Ladies' Committee are glad to hear that these necessary improvements are to be carried out and hope that the new 
ward may be built in the near future. 
The Ladies' Committee desire to record the great loss they have sustained in the death of Mrs. Porter, who had, as a 
member of their Committee, always shown such a great interest in the Hospital and Boys. 
Mrs. Heugh Symons, of Hatt, was elected a member of the Committee in the place of Mrs. Porter, 
The Ladies' Committee take this opportunity of expressing to Mrs. Wheeler, the nurse, their appreciation of the way she 
has carried out her duties as Nurse and Housekeeper, to a large number of boys during an unusually trying year. The 
visitors who paid unexpected visits each month to the Hospital always found the cottage and boys scrupulously clean 
and in good order, reflecting great credit on the Nurse. 
The Ladies' Committee are glad that the new Chaplain pays regular visits to the Hospital and interests himself so keenly 
in the welfare of the boys. 
 
The winter of 1916/17 was a particularly severe one with many boys suffering from cold related illness. Six boys died 
that winter, the following reports are related to these deaths and the response of the boys. 
 
THE MEDICAL OFFICERS REPORT                                                                               Laurel Bank, Saltash, 31/7/17. 
 
Gentlemen,  
I am glad to be able to report that for the past twelve months the amount of sickness amongst the boys has not been 
abnormal. There have been a number of boys suffering from severe chilblains, but considering the extremely severe 
winter this has not been excessive. The physique of the new entries has improved considerably lately. 
Three cases for operation have been sent to the South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital, viz., one for appendicitis, one 
for mastoid disease, and one for a septic leg ; they all did well. 
It is with regret I have to report six deaths, one from tubercular meningitis, one from double pneumonia, one from acute 
bronchitis, one boy suffering from poor circulation and the effects of the extreme cold, one from broncho-pneumonia, 
and one other case. (believed to be drowning) 
Owing to these cases occurring in rapid succession it was a time of grave anxiety and hard work for all concerned and 
one not easily forgotten.  
I have to thank the Captain and Officers for their ready assistance at all times, and also Mrs. Harkcom far the way she 
has helped with dainties for the sick and convalescing boys in Hospital. 

E. Wool-Lewis, Medical Officer 
 
REPORT OF THE LADIES' HOSPITAL COMMITTEE. 
 

The Ladies' Hospital Committee 
beg to present their Annual Report 
for the year ending March 31st, 
1917. 
As in previous years meetings have 
been held quarterly at the Cottage 
and the Ladies of the Committee 
have in their turn paid monthly 
visits of inspection, when 
everything was found in good order 
and the boys well looked after. 
There has been a large amount of 
sickness during the winter, partly 
owing to the severity of the 
weather and partly to an outbreak 
an board which was at first thought 
to be of an infectious character, 
consequently several cases were 
isolated at the Cottage, and others 
placed there under observation. 

The Cottage was quite full all the winter, and the nurse had a very trying time. 
Several deaths unfortunately occurred, details of which will be found in the Medical Officer's Annual Report. 
The Medical Officer, his assistant, the Captain Superintendent, and Hon. Secretary were present at the Spring Quarterly 
Meeting of the Ladies' Committee and explained to them as far as could be ascertained the causes of the sickness which 
had been so prevalent during the winter. The Ladies' Committee were agreed that everything had been done for the bays 
both by the Captain, his Officers, and the Nurse. They could only express their deep regret that these efforts had been 
of, no avail in the cases where the boys had succumbed to the sudden illnesses which had attacked them. 
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The Ladies' Committee are glad to report that the small ward has been converted into a bathroom, and a good hot water 
service installed. They hope that the new wing may soon be built so that more accommodation may be available for 
boys from the Ship. 
A night nurse has been engaged for several weeks, and Mrs. Wheeler is now relieved on three afternoons weekly.  
The Ladies' Committee desire to express their regret that Mrs. Halsey has retired from the Committee owing to her 
leaving the neighborhood. She had always thrown herself most energetically into the work and was thoroughly practical 
in her suggestions for the welfare of the boys at the Hospital. Mrs. K. Edgcumbe has been elected in her; place. 
The Ladies' Committee express to Mrs. Wheeler, the nurse, their appreciation of her work and devotion to duty during a 
very trying year.  

ERNESTINE EDGCUMBE, Chairman. 
 
 
The above reports give little indication of what conditions were like onboard the Mount Edgcumbe. The fact that Dr 
Wool-Lewis says that sickness amongst the boys had not been abnormal, then continues to say there had been six 
deaths. (The death rate for boys age 10-14 on training ships was nearly 4 times that of a similar group ashore). 
A higher death rate in training ships was to be expected owing to the more hazardous environment; accidental death 
from falls from aloft or from drowning was not encountered in other schools but death from accidents were very rare on 
the Mount Edgcumbe. 
However the ship was expected to receive only boys considered fit for training as seamen, and it is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that the environment was most unhealthy. The conditions which a government health inspector found on the 
Mount Edgcumbe in 1916, give a good insight to life on board. 
Dr. Ada M. Whitlock visited the ship on 22nd December following the death of two boys on the 17th and 20th from 
meningitis and pneumonia respectively. A third boy died on the 23rd from bronchitis. The weather had been severe, with 
north easterly winds for several days previously. She found there had been frequent cases of septic foot in the previous 
two months, and that several boys had ulcers and sores, but few showed sigh of recent attention. She noted deficiencies 
in the accommodation which she considered inadequate for 250 boys. There were only six baths for all purposes 
(twenty boys shared the same water) and roller towels were used in common. There was no sick bay on board, while the 
ship’s hospital ashore had only one ward. Sanitary conditions were ‘horrid’; the toilets were not flushed. In February, 
1917 two more boys died and another medical inspector reported critically: 
“…difficult to obtain accurate information… as no satisfactory records are kept… There appears to be lack of provision 
on board the ship for the prompt recognition of serious illness.” 
It is impossible to estimate to what extent the poor conditions on the Mount Edgcumbe at that time were aggravated by 
the 1914 – 1918 war. There was a staff shortage owing to the departure of the pre-war staff to the forces, and it is likely 
that the regular maintenance of the ship had suffered.  
 
The above report followed by further deaths prompted inspection visits to the ship by the ‘West Ham Guardians’ (a 
London based charity that had sent boys to the Mount Edgcumbe). Their negative report caused questions to be asked in 
the House of Commons and a robust reaction from the boys on the ship. 
 
 
 
Report submitted by Captain Harkcom to the Home Office Chief Inspector about the death of Cecil H. White 3080 and 
Joseph E. Dunn 3060  
 
Cecil H. White 3080   10th Feb 1917 
Enclosed I beg to forward “Notice of Death” of the above boy. I would point out that I have asked out Medical Officer 
to supply the full information regarding the boy’s sickness. The lad, who joined the ship in July last, struck me as being 
very fragile looking to be considered fit for committal to a ship, and although young, 12 years 8 months of age, he 
seemed in some respects the equal in knowledge and precocity of boys some years his senior. My officers did not, 
however, realise that he was given to the vice of self-abuse, although he was as strictly watched as it was possible to 
allow. His previous life had, no doubt weakened him, and this together with the habit above mentioned, and the 
abnormally cold weather of the last six weeks prevented his rallying, and ultimately cost him his life. I regret to say I 
have some more boys showing symptoms of this vicious habit, but everything is being done to combat the evil, even to 
the extent of blistering at the hands of the doctor. 
I prided myself on the almost complete absence of this kind of thing in the ship, and you will doubtless remember that 
you once complimented me on our freedom from it when you paid us a visit and inspected the boys. After a strict and 
searching enquiry I am convinced the introduction of this awful thing was due to a workhouse boy who was on several 
occasions caught in the act of teaching the vice to young and weak-minded boys. His knowledge of sexual matters was 
simply horrifying, and he stated that he in his turn had been taught by inmates of the workhouse from whence he came. 
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Joseph E. Dunn 3060 12th Feb 1917 
This boy died yesterday at 5 o’ clock, under exactly the same circumstances as the previous boy. Everything that 
medical skill could do for both boys was done but all to no purpose. The Hon. Secretary and the Medical officer were 
on board yesterday (Sunday) and we had a long talk together. It was agreed that everything was being done that could 
be. 
Friends and guardians of the deceased lads have been informed as to the sickness and deaths. 
Trusting that this will mark the end of the dreadful business, which is a source of great worry to myself and the officers. 
      I am     Yours obediently  H.W. Harkcom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
         T.S. “Mt. Edgcumbe” 
               Saltash, Cornwall, 
           July 22nd 1917 
To the House of Commons 
 
Dear Sirs, 
We are eager to inform you of the fact that the accusation brought against our officers by the West Ham Guardians is 
false. I am sure that we could not be treated better wherever we went, the officers are as kind to us as ever any father 
could be. As for our food it is all good and we get plenty of it though food is dear we get no less than we did before the 
war in fact we get even more. We should all be sorry to lose our Captain or any of our officers, and we should be very 
pleased if you would help us to persuade our Captain to stay. We feel it is our Duty as English boys to write to you as 
we do not want our ship to be disgraced after she has been used for so many years as a training ship. I do not think that 
any other boys have the amount of pleasure that we have. I think the West Ham Guardians are very unkind or cruel to 
tell such lies about out officers. We wish we could see the person or persons who first said a thing wrong about our 
ship. We want out revenge and what is more we mean to have it or we will see the reason why. We look upon this ship 
as our only home and the Captain as our father, so don’t think that we shall stand by and see our Captain’s and officer’s 
name’s dragged to the dogs. We are able to go ashore three times a week and have money to spend so that we can buy 
what we wish, we have more play-time in one day than some boy’s have in two day’s on other ships. We get cheese, 
jam, dates, butter, sweets, potatoes which poor people cant get, also we get fresh meat and a hot meal every day so I 
don’t think we could be looked after much better than we are at present. We get plenty of sleep, on some ships boys 
have to keep four hour watches whereas we only have to keep two hours. It is no fault of either our Captain’s or our 
officer’s that boys have died aboard here. Captain take’s great precautions against all illness and does his best to prevent 
all sickness entering the ship. At Christmas when boys were ill in bed Captain stayed up till after one o’ clock in the 
morning then he was out again at five. His first thought is for us he will not rest till he has the satisfaction of knowing 
that we are all well and every-thing safe. What more can we expect? How many Captains would come out and play and 
talk with his boys the same that ours does. How many Captain’s would stay on board his ship as ours does. You can ask 
any boy how many times has he known the Captain stay ashore for two days together and his answer would be never 
once in a blue month. He could go ashore if he wished but he will not for fear anything should happen to the ship or us. 
Well I think that is all I can say except that we all hope and trust that you will help us. We are not afraid to tell the 
person or person’s to their face that they are downright cowardly liars and can only say what they did behind our backs. 
       
      Yours most faithfully 
       JOHN FLETCHER             Aged 14 yrs 8 months 

THE TRAINING SHIP MOUNT 
EDGCUMBE. 

 
Mr. William Thorne will ask the Home Secretary on Monday if he is 
aware of the complaints that are being made against the management 
of the training ship Mount Edgcumbe, Saltash, Cornwall; if he is 
aware that a committee appointed by the West Ham Board of 
Guardians visited the ship in question and made a report against the 
officers in connection with the food, harsh treatment, and cases of ill-
treatment; if he is aware that some of the boys have died on the ship 
through the neglect and bad treatment by those responsible for 
looking after the boys and in consequence of the charges made, 
whether he is prepared to appoint one or two of his officers from the 
Home Department to meet the committee of the West Ham Board of 
Guardians who paid a visit to the ship on 20th February and 
subsequent dates. 

Western Evening Herald 20.7.1917 



 46

 
 
   Also from the boys of the 
    Training Ship “Mount Edgcumbe” 
 
The person’s who said this about our offices are nothing but cowardly liars no name is bad enough for such people. I do 
not know how they could be such selfish people to spread such lies after their boys had been brought up and fed and 
clothed. We want to let people see that we have got a bit of honour and pride in us and that we do not want to see and 
will not see our Captain our ship and our officers dragged in the dirt. We wish the Guardians would pay us a visit and 
then we could tell them what we think of them we should make them hang their heads with shame and regret the day 
when the said a wrong word about the “MOUNT EDGCUMBE” If we could see you we could and would tell you more 
but we think this ought to be enough to let you see what we think of the West Ham Guardians when we read it in the 
newspaper our blood boiled with anger and out hands tingled to have the chance to lay hands on the persons who spread 
these downright lies. I would be glad if I could come and see you then I could explain to you all that I have to say. You 
may think this rather bold of a boy my age but I feel that it is my Duty to stick up and defend my officer’s. We are all 
quite satisfied with what we get on board here, as for cruelty no sign of it has been shown by either the Captain or 
officers. They have all tried to do their duty and make our lives as happy as possible and it is our fault if we are sad or 
unhappy. We don’t think that you could go to any other ship and find the boys having fresh meat every day and milk 
puddings and potatoes or sweets the same as we have. We want you to fully understand that we are perfectly content 
with all we get and are satisfied with our offices and the ship in every way. We feel sometimes that the Captains life 
must be a misery to him having to stay aboard here with us when he could be ashore enjoying himself. You would not 
find many Captain’s who would come and hold concerts and church with his boys the same as ours does. Well we think 
this is enough but if not we will tell you the rest or anything else you want to know to your face. 
     Your most obediently 
     From all the bys of the 

Training Ship “Mount Edgcuumbe” 
      Saltash Cornwall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MOUNT EDGCUMBE TRAINING SHIP 
 
Mr. WILLIAM THORNE asked the Home Secretary if he 
was aware of the complaints that were being made against the 
Training Ship Mount Edgcumbe, Saltash; if he was aware that 
a committee appointed by the West Ham Board of Guardians 
visited the ship and made a report against the officers in 
connection with the food, harsh treatment, and cases of ill-
treatment and that some of the boys had died in the ship 
through the neglect and bad treatment by those responsible for 
looking after the boys; and whether he was prepared to 
appoint one or two officers from the Home Department to 
meet the committee of the West Ham Guardians, who paid a 
visit to the ship on Feb 20 and subsequent dates. 
Sir G. CAVE: A copy of the report made by the West Ham 
Guardians after their visit to the ship was sent to me and I 
arranged for a thorough inquiry to be made. While this 
enquiry which included a medical examination of every boy 
on the ship made it clear that there is no foundation for the 
suggestion that there had been neglect or ill-treatment, I have 
sent the Guardians a full and detailed communication as to the 
results of the enquiry, and I shall be pleased to arrange for 
representatives of the department to discuss with them any 
questions which they wish to raise. 

Western Morning News 24.7.17 
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Report of a local inspection carried out in response to the report by the ‘West Ham Guardians’ 
 
The small shore hospital is inadequate, but this matter is recognised and being considered 
 
Officers:        Captain Harkcom has without question a keen fatherly interest in the boys and would not knowingly allow 
 irregular punishments on his ship. He has obtained the dismissal of one officer for this reason and has 
 reprimanded others. 
        He is tactless, talks and shouts too much and does not do himself justice before visitors on account of this 
 and his apparent inability to answer a straight question without entering into unnecessary detail, but his 
 influence is certainly good and he has the respect and confidence of officers and boys. 
        Nine of his original staff have gone on Service and some allowances must be made for irregularities 
 committed by new and less experienced substitutes. 
        We were distinctly impressed by the honesty and sincerity of the other officers, all of whom seem to have 
 the welfare of the boys at heart. We had ample evidence that Mr. McDade and Mr. Jago are liked by the boys 
 and respected as most reasonable disciplinarians always are by boys. We believe the resignation of either 
 would be a distinct loss to the ship and consider Mr McDade one of the very best officers on the ship. 
        The suggestions of the Secretary of State in his letter 25th May have all been put into effect except the 
 extension of the shore hospital, which is to be done at once. 
We make the following recommendations:- 
 (1)     The immediate provision on the ship of a sick bay, either by thoroughly cleaning and lime washing the 
             present schoolmasters’ store or by a temporary erection on the top deck. This should be fitted up with 
             two or more bunks and facilities for dressings.  
 (2)     That the nurse or other trained attendant should come on board daily to do dressings and carry out the 
             doctor’s orders as regards medicines etc. 
 (3)      The careful recording of the actual physical condition of every boy on admission, and for this purpose 
             the Medical Register of the Reformatory & Refuge Union should be adopted. It will also be necessary 
             to provide a reliable weighing machine and measure, which we are surprised to find has not been done 
             before. 
 (4)       The landing of every boy at least twice a week for shore exercise. 
 (5)      More regard to be paid to hygienic conditions, such as ventilation of the lower deck, provision of sprays 
            in lavatories and of separate towels for each boy. 
     
       I have the honour to be,  
       Your obedient Servant                 A. H. Norris 
 

MOUNT EDGCUMBE TRAINING SHIP 
 
SIR, - We were very glad to read the answer given by the 
Home Secretary to the question asked in the House of 
Commons regarding this ship. We are able to say that there 
has been plenty of food and that the officers have not ill-
treated or neglected any of us in any way. 
Some boys unfortunately died of illness during last winter, but 
both the captain and the officers did all they could for them, 
and they were under the care of our two doctors. 
We hope that this letter may prevent your readers from 
forming a bad opinion of the ship 
 C. SPITARKE, P.O. G. PINES,  P.O. 
 V. FREDIANI,  G. GARDENER, 
 C. TALL,  S. WAITES, 
 G. MOORE,  C. FLETCHER, 
 C. ROWLANDS,  H. STOKES, 
 R. JONES,  W. JONES, P.O. 
 J. PRIME,  C. COLLINS, 
 A. HILBURN,  F. AGLAND, 
 G. DRESSER,   
    (Boys of West Ham on the Mount Edgcumbe)  
Training Ship, Mount Edgcumbe, Saltash, July 24 

Western Morning News 26.7.17 
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Dietary Table Mount Edgcumbe 1917 
 

 
In many of the medical reports, reference is made to boys suffering from the cold, particularly in the winter of 1916/17. 
The Mount Edgcumbe never had electric installed, all lighting being by oil lamps. 
Cooking was carried out on a coal fired stove and the only heating on board (extracted for the ships fire insurance 
policy) was supplied by oil fired stoves. 
Initially four stoves were installed, for warmth only and located:- 

(a) The Chief Officers Cabin 
(b) The Chaplains Nursery 
(c) The School Masters Apartment 
(d) The Dispensary 

Later an additional stove was authorized to be installed in a compartment for drying the cloths of the Officers and others 
on board.  
All stoves had to be kept well, and securely fixed and protected. They were only allowed to be fueled with the best 
‘Alexandra Oil’ provided the same does not give off an inflammable vapor under 100º Fahrenheit. 
No more than 15 gallons were to be kept at any one time, the same always being under the charge of one of the officers 
and that none to be drawn off by artificial light.  
 
From the above we can assume that the boy’s accommodation was unheated. It is also known that the boys were always 
bare foot except when on shore leave when boots were worn 
    
     
 
 
 

Article 
Oz. 
per 

week 

Price per 
lb. 

Protein  
oz. 

Carbohydrates 
oz. 

Fat 
oz. Remarks 

Meat (with bone) 
36 8d 5 - 2.4 

Mostly beef & medium fat 
– 20% bone. Average for 
different kinds – less bone 

Fish 5.25 6d .75 - .15  
Milk Pint 

1.75 5d .07 - .06  

Bread 112 2½d 8.96 55.10 1.68  
Biscuit 16 4¼d 1.69 11.74 .2  
Flour 12 4d 1.32 8.54 .24  
Oatmeal 24 4d 3.02 15.12 1.34  
Rice or 
Sago or 
Tapioca 

12.5 3½d 
8d 
6d 

- 
.06 
- 

- 
10.12 

- 

- 
.03 
- 

Averaged for the three 
foods 

Beans or 
Peas 

27.5 9d 
7d 

- 
6.05 

- 
14.57 

- 
.55 Estimated as peas 

Potatoes 18 1½d .36 3.78 .02  
Sugar 21 6d - 19.95 -  
Cabbage or 
Turnips or 
Carrots or 
Onions 

16  
 

.32 
 

1.36 .04 Averaged for these foods 

Margarine 6 9¾d .07 - 4.73  
Jam 3 5¼d .03 1.5 -  
Apples or 
Oranges or 
Bananas 

1  .01 .19 -  

Tea 1 2/- - - -  
Ounces weekly   29.15 141.97 11.44  
Ounces Daily   4.16 20.20 1.63  
Grammes Daily   117.9 574.9 46.2  
Calories   483 2357 429 Total calories  3269 
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Boys who died while serving on T.S. Mount Edgcumbe,  
who are buried at St. Stephens church Saltash 
 
Beavis, Thomas   1893 
Brooking, John   1880 
Burman, William Frederick 1879 
Clark, Joseph Alfred  1879 
Collins, Charles   1897 
Crawte, William Charles 1882 
Dykes, James   1899 
Fidler, William C.  1886 
Hawkins, William  1884 
King, George   1897 
Morton, Basil   1892 
Neale, Albert   1889 
Ross, Daniel   1881 
Senter, Thomas   1878 
Shelley, Alfred   1895  
Shepherd, Herbert G,  1897  
Smith, Frederick   1900  
Strahan, Richard A.  1889 
Strawbridge, George Henry 1880 
Sweet, Sidney J.  1901 
Warren, Stanley   1899 
Webb, William James  1877 
Wood, Charles F.  1898 
Woodroffe, Francis Joseph 1887 
 
Garrett ,William G   1903  (separate head stone) 
 
 
Boys who died while serving on the T. S. Mount Edgcumbe, 
who are buried at St. Budeaux church Plymouth 
 
Weich, William  1910 
Sears, Edward   1912 
Babb, Thomas   1912 
Penrose, William  1913 
Roach, Gordon  1915 
Wren, Edward   1917 
 
Boys who died while serving on the T. S. 
Mount Edgcumbe, 
who’s burial place unknown 
 
Mellish, William  1916 
Welsh, John   1916 
Williams, Henry  1916 
Campbell, Louis  1916 
 
 
(This is not a complete list of boys who died 
while serving on the Mount Edgcumbe. Details 
of other boys are not known)  
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Accounts 
 
The finances of the Mount Edgcumbe would 
appear to have been sound. The Home Office paid 
a set sum for each boy and Local Authority’s 
contributed a sum for the boys they sent to the 
ship. The Home Office paid 1/- per head per week 
and donations topping up the funds. Some contract 
work was also carried out by the officers and boys 
producing useful articles for the two Services 
including 500 mail bags for the conveyance of 
sailors and soldiers parcels and 5000 pairs of 
hammock clews for the Admiralty. 
The ship had its’ own tailor and shoemaker who 
taught the boys their skills. They not only made 
their own clothes but produced a surplus that was sold, usually to the Royal Navy. 
In 1903 the boys produced:- 

226 Serge Frocks 
432 Duck Jumpers 
732 Duck Trousers 
439 Flannels 
93 Pairs of new boots 

This was in addition to the continuing repairs and renewals of their own kit and sail making for the Goshawk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apart from donations the Mount Edgcumbe boasted a list of patrons that looked like the pages of Who’s Who. 
They Included:- 
 His Majesty the King, The Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, The Earl of St. Germans, The Earl of Morley, The Earl 
Fortescue, Lord St. Leven, Lord Aubyn 
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The history of Mount Edgcumbe in 

cheque stubs 

 

The Mount Edgcumbe patronised local traders, particularly in Saltash 
for their supplies, a glance through the cheque stubs (see left) 
show that the ship had accounts with many of the traders e.g. 
 
 Hutchings  £231  - 16s - 0p  Meat 
 F.K. Stephens    £43  -   6s - 3p    Milk 
 Saltash co-operative £179    Bread 
 
The T.S. Mount Edgcumbe also received an income from a number 
of trusts set up by benefactors in their wills. Some of these trusts in 
the form of shares and property provided an income for the Mount 
Edgcumbe long after the ship itself had ceased to exist. One such 
trust was the ‘Kerswell Trust’ set up by Septimus Smith Kerswell 
under his will in 1906. (one of the trustees being the ‘Earl of Mount 
Edgcumbe’) The trust contained shares in ‘India 3% Stock’ and 
‘Gordon Hotels, Ltd 4% Stock’ the dividend of which produced a 
regular income for the T.S. Mount Edgcumbe. 
 
Although the school closed in 1920 the charity remained active and 
provided funds for ex Mount Edgcumbe boys who were in 
difficulties, usually in the form of a loan, but few were ever repaid. 
They also provided the finance to send local destitute boys to 
training ships and establishments in other parts of the country. 
The Plymouth ‘Mayors Fund’ often approached the trustees for 
money. In 1926 the fund asked for £40 to send 40 boys to Maker 
Camp to 8 days. 
 
Donations were also made on a regular basis to other boy training 
schools in different parts of the country, particularly if they were 
maritime orientated. They also continued to keep in touch with 
shipping lines mainly through old boys and patrons to find positions 
on ship for ex-pupils.  
Captain Harkcom, the last Superintendent of the T.S. Mount 
Edgcumbe, must have continued his association by working for the 
trust, drawing a wage until July 1928. 
 
The last cheque paid out was on 20 Sep 1928 

It is interesting to 
note that on the 
1900 and 1902 
accounts there is 
a line, 

 ‘Emigration 
Account’ 

It is known that 
the ship received 
letters offering 
work to boy who 
were in their 
final weeks on 
the ship and a 
number of boys 
were offered 
employment on 
farms in Canada. 
These entries 
could be the 
payment for the 
boy’s passage. 
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Accounts for the year ending 31st March 1916 
 

 
 
 
 
Donation slip from 1900 
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Accounts to the year ending 31st March 1917 
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Captain Henry Wesley Harkcom 
 

Henry Wesley Harkom was born in 
Plymouth in December 1865. His father 
was a ‘Fruitier and general dealer’.  
Henry joined the Navy and in 1881 as a 
boy 2nd class on HMS Royal Adelaide at 
Plymouth and spent the next 9 years in the 
Royal Navy 
He was married at Plymouth in December 
1892, then spent 5 years in the Mexican 
Navy and 5½ years in the Chilian Navy. 
He became Master of the Goshawk in 1903 
In 1910 the position of Captain-
Superintendent suddenly became vacant, 
Captain Harkcom applied for the job and 
was duly appointed Captain-
Superintendent. (see below) 
Captain Harkcom and his family moved 
onboard the Mount Edgcumbe and brought 
about a number of changes. 
One of his first acts was to ban the use of 
the birch as a punishment, except for the 
most serious offences, drop “Industrial” 
from the name and to have the bulkheads 
below decks painted a light colour 
(green/yellow) to reflect light and make 
reading and school work easier. 
He had a drying room constructed so that 
wet cloths could be dried away from the 
living area, this resulted in a big drop in 
respiratory illnesses. 
There were also changes to the curriculum 
with new subjects added, particularly to aid 
physical fitness. 
He was responsible for forming the first 
‘Sea Scouts’ as a branch of the ‘Boy 

Scouts’. 
Captain Harkcom remained in charge of the Mount Edgcumbe until it closed in December 1920, his salary in 1918 was 
£500 per year being paid £41:13s:6p per month with an annual bonus for time served (in 1918 £100 per year) he was 
also in receipt of a small pension. 
He then moved with his family into ‘Newlands’ which was converted into a cottage and named ‘Riverside Cottage’. 
Although the ship was sent for scrap the “Devon and Cornwall Training Ship Association” continued until 1928 
supporting old boys and paying for ‘Homeless and Destitute Boys’ from Devon and Cornwall to be sent to similar 
establishments throughout the country. Captain Harkcom played an active part in the trust until 1923 then a less active 
part until the trust closed. 
Newland was compulsory purchased by the War Department in 1926 and demolished to built the entrance road to 
Ernesettle Armament Depot 

 

Extract from the 1910 Annual Report 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
 

Owing to the circumstances which have occurred since June 30th, the Annual Meeting was postponed to the present 
time, too late in the year to be held on board, and the Committee have to present the following Supplementary Report. 
Following upon the annual inspections which were held during the month of July, Captain Bickford sent in his 
resignation to the Managers, and at their request on September 15th handed over the temporary command of the 
Mount Edgcumbe to Captain Harkcom, until such time as a successor could be appointed. Considering Captain 
Bickford’s fifteen years of service, the Committee resolved to give him a gratuity of £200. In reply to their 
advertisement seventy one candidates applied for the post. These applications were referred to a sub-committee, who 
selected six gentlemen to appear before the managers. From these gentlemen a candidate was brought before the 
Managers at another meeting, after very careful consideration Captain Harkcom was unanimously elected. 
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The extract from the 1910 Annual Report is the official version of events and without giving the reason for the 
departure of Captain Bickford the report leaves much to speculate over. This speculation caused questions to be asked 
in the House of Commons damaging the reputation of the Mount Edgcumbe, particularly in the London area where 
many boys were referred from.  
The Secretary, Charles King, wrote an informal letter (reproduced below) to Colonel Collins at the Home Office 
detailing the reasons for the departure of Captain Bickford and how the change in command had affected the ship. 
 

Dear Colonel Collins, 
When last you visited the Mount Edgcumbe Training Ship you were good enough to write me an informal 
letter conveying your impressions, and I hope you will not mind me writing you a letter of a similar 
character giving some record of circumstances connected with the Ship in a form in which perhaps they 
could not so easily be officially reported. My reason for doing so is that I feel that the Institution is 
suffering terribly from the recent attacks made upon it and from the delay in the report of the Home 
Office upon the subsequent enquiry. It appears that hardly any boys are being sent to the Ship, the number 
instead of being on an average of 230 is now only 180, and the work is being carried on at such a heavy 
loss that I fear it may very probably have to be given up altogether, which would be a source of the 
deepest sorrow to me after having been connected with it for the last 35 years. 
The answer given by Mr. McKenna to Mr. Bottomley’s question in the House of Commons, although 
perfectly friendly may have given a somewhat false impression. He said that the Institution was now 
being carried on under fresh management. This might lead people to suppose that the previous 
management had broken down and that the new regime had scarcely been tested, although of course, as 
you know, it is only the Captain who has been changed. It is obvious that to manage 250 men and boys of 
the class constituting the Ship’s company must require a very careful system of strict, continuous, and 
observant discipline. Captain Bickford took command of the Ship in 1895. He was a good man, and his 
wife, who, with her family, lived on board, a most capable woman, who took the greatest interest in the 
welfare of the boys, but it became evident to the Managers about 1907 or 1908 discipline was becoming 
somewhat slack, not on account of any real fault in the Captain, but on account of his having got into a 
groove and not having the energy or initiative to make necessary changes. This was detrimental to the 
Ship, not only on account of the direct effect of lax discipline, but also because Mrs. Bickford feels that 
her husband was not fully satisfying the Committee, endeavoured to remedy his shortcomings by taking 
rather more upon herself than was desirable. (I am happy to say she is now keeping a very efficient school 
which is attended by some children connected with my own family). It is impossible for a Committee of 
business men properly to supervise the working of such a Ship unless they are able to place full 
confidence in the Captain upon whom the whole responsibility must rest. At the same time it is not easy 
to dismiss an Officer after so many years service without very definite cause. It involves not only cruelty 
to him and his family but also injury to the Institution, as many people would feel that he had been badly 
treated. In this particular case there was the additional difficulty that Captain Harkcom, who had been for 
eight years in charge of the Tender Goshawk had by universal assent done his work admirably, and many 
people thought that he would be the best man to succeed Captain Bickford whenever the latter should 
resign. Such an appointment by promotion would however inevitably arouse a feeling that he had been 
favoured at the expense of Captain Bickford. What the Managers did therefore was to appoint a Sub-
committee of gentlemen who would be able to give the most time to the work, under the Chairmanship of 
Commander Younge, to give constant attention to the workings of the ship and suggest any improvements 
that might occur to them; and notice was given to the captain that unless the Managers were fully satisfied 
within a certain time they would have to make changes.  
On Captain Young’s untimely death we were fortunate enough to secure as his successor Captain Halsey 
the Flag Captain to the Commander-in-Chief, and resident at Saltash. His attention has been indefatigable 
and we soon came to the conclusion although things were considerably improved, under the hands of the 
special committee, Captain Bickford’s resignation could not be postponed, and after advertising for an 
officer to fill his place, and receiving 71 applications, the Managers finally selected Captain Harkcom. He 
naturally had difficulties to contend with, partly on account of a feeling in the minds of some people that 
he had ousted his old Captain, and partly on account of his having to enforce stricter discipline. 
One instance of previous laxity was found in the case of the Bandmaster, Mr. Fealey. He was a very good 
Bandmaster and we were proud of him as an old boy of the ship. He received £1 from the funds of the 
ship for every boy enlisted in a regimental band (although we afterwards ascertained that amongst the 
Captain’s papers was a Home Office Memo forbidding the practice) and he had a very free hand in 
selecting boys for the Band without reference to the Captain. His behaviour when controlled in this matter 
was not consistent with discipline, but he was only called upon by the Managers to admit this, and engage 
to observe the rules as laid down for all officers of the Ship. This he refused to do and therefore his 
discharge was inevitable – in fact he discharged himself. From that time he and Mr. Beamont (another old 
boy who has been successful in business) have done everything in their power to denounce Captain 
Harkcom, and enlisting the assistance of ‘John Bull’, whose scurrilous articles it is of course impossible 
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for us to notice publicly, though they have been openly discussed by parents of the boys and known to the 
boys themselves. You can imagine what evil this must have been calculated to do. 
There are other points which I should have liked to touch upon but my letter is already too long. One of 
them is that personally I think too much is expected of the Captain of a Ship of this kind of finding 
employment for the boys after leaving the Ship. We have been criticised because a large number of boys 
have not been sent to sea. At the same time we have been blamed for not having prepared more boys for 
other forms of employment on account of depression in the Mercantile Marine. I cannot deal with these 
matters without careful consideration because I may be told that other Ships succeed better than ours, but 
my firm belief is that the Home Office together with the Board of Trade ought to assist is in the way of 
having Agents at different ports through whom we could find berths for our boys. As it is our Ships have 
to compete against each other; those Agents who are able to give commissions may get boys berths, while 
anybody who is not a professional agent is tabooed. 
Some day I should like to write to you rather more fully upon this subject. 
In the meantime I hope you will forgive the undue length of this letter. 
      
     Yours truly 
 
 

 
 

 
The ship company of the T.S. Mount Edgcumbe 1908 

Saltash Parish Magazine. 
 
St Barnabas Hospital Fete 
 
By the kind permission of Capt. Nicholson, R.N., the Guildhall was beautifully decorated with flags by a signalman 
from H.M.S. Defiance, and by kind permission of Capt. Bickford, the band of the Mount Edgcumbe Training Ship 
attended on the second day. 
The Sisters of the Hospital desire to express their deep gratitude to ‘on and all’ for there very kind help, and they 
feel that the success of the Bazaar, was largely due to the warm interest taken in it by the Mayoress, the stall holders, 
and the many who assisted at the entertainment. 
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Telephone cable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
By 1913 the ship had moved from the Plymouth 
side to just off what is now Brunel green.  
 
In 1916 The Mount Edgcumbe moved into the 
‘Modern’ age when permission was granted by the 
Admiralty for them to have laid a submarine 
telephone cable from Saltash to the ship and then 
on to the Hospital. The telephone number was, 
 

Saltash 33 
 



 58

Derailed Train 
Mount Edgcumbe Training-Ship.  Boys sent to Assizes 

 
At Crownhill yesterday before Col. Swiney and Col. Briggs, two boys from the Mount Edgcumbe Training Ship were 
charged with causing the derailment of a L&SWR Co’s train by placing stones on the line near St. Budeaux on Monday 
afternoon. The boys are aged 13 and 14 respectively. Mr. I. Foot (instructed by Messers Bond and Pearce) prosecuted; 
Mr. E. Square defended. 
Mr. Foot said on the day mentioned the 4.55 p.m. train from Friary Station Plymouth, to Tavistock, proceeded on its 
journey until the time of the accident, about 5.29 p.m. The accident took place at a curve in the line about one mile from 
St. Budeaux, near the cottage hospital connected with the Mount Edgcumbe Training Ship. When the train travelling at 
a speed of 30 miles an hour, arrived at the curve the driver felt the engine jump, and almost immediately the train 
became derailed. The engine ran for a distance of about 150 yards off the lines. Then the second coach of the train 
became detached and fell on its side over the embankment, towards the River Tamar. The last two coaches and a van 
remained on the permanent way, also being derailed. There was considerable damage to property but, fortunately no 
loss of life. 
 
Down train’s narrow escape 
There were not many passengers on the train, and these in some cases were injured but not seriously. It was a very 
narrow escape for the down train, as if it had passed that spot a minute later than it did there might have been a serious 
accident. After the accident a sergeant of the Cornwall County Police visited the spot and found some pieces of stone; 
recently broken along the side of the up road, very near the place where the permanent way had been torn up. Inquiries 
were made by Sergt. Cruse and Detective-Sergt. Luker and on the following day confessions were made by the boys 
now charged. No words of his were needed to emphasize the monstrous folly of which the accused had been guilty, and 
it seemed miraculous in the circumstances that they were not there on the most serious of charges. 
Wm. J. Pring, sub-inspector, engineering department, L&SWR., said the stones found on the line were from the 
company’s quarry at Oakhampton, and would be used by the company only as ballast. 
PC Hibberd, Saltash, describing the scene after the accident, stated that the rails and sleepers were smashed to pieces, 
and the permanent way torn up. At a point some distance before where the permanent way was damaged he found on 
the rails seven distinct impressions of stones within a distance of six feet, and from there in the direction of the wrecked 
train there was a mark of something on the top of the rails for a length of 19 sleepers. He picked up near this spot 
several pieces of stone, freshly broken. 
 
The driver congratulated 
The driver of the train, Fredrick John Bowden, who was congratulated by the Bench on his narrow escape, said he felt a 
heavy jerk as if the engine has struck or passed over some hard substance. The derailment of the train followed. He 
applied the continuous brake. The down train had passed them just before the accident. 
 
Boys’ confessions 
Sgt. Cruse deposed to visiting the Mount Edgcumbe Training-ship, where he questioned the younger defendant, and 
subsequently he went to the Cottage Hospital, where he spoke to the older defendant. All the boys he saw denied having 
been on the railway. With Detective-Sgt. Luker, of the company’s police, witness saw the boys on the following day. 
After first denying all knowledge of the accident the elder defendant said, “At five o’clock yesterday XXX and myself 
had a stone and put it on the line, XXX picked the stone up off the bank, and with him I put it on the line. There were 
two stones. We both then came down and got in the garden path. XXX went across to the gate and said, ‘Say nothing 
about it,’ ” The other boy was brought from the ship and persisted in his denial of the charge. Witness then asked the 
lad who made the confession if he would show him how he got on to the line. The boy agreed, and led the way through 
the shrubs to the railway fence and pointed to the spot where the mark was on the rails. Witness returned to the hospital 
and said to XXX, “This boy is telling the truth. I believe he did go to the line.” The other lad then burst into tears and 
said, “Yes, we put stones on the line. XXX came to me when I was on duty at the gate and asked me to come on the 
railway bank, which I did. We both put a stone on the line and came back to the garden path.” XXX In reply to Mr. 
Square, witness said the boys had since told that they thought the stones would be broken and that no injury would be 
done to the train. Both lads appeared penitent. In the course of his inquiries he had received every assistance from the 
officers of the Mount Edgcumbe and the matron of the hospital. 
Several objections by Mr. Square to the admission of the boys’ statement were overruled by the Bench. 
Detective-Sgt, Luker corroborated. 
An officer from the Mount Edgcumbe said one of the boys had been on the ship eighteen months, and bore a good 
character. The other boy arrived a fortnight ago, and was sent straight to hospital. 
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A childish prank 
Mr Square made an earnest appeal to the Bench not to send the lads to the Assizes, pointing out that the case was one 
which might be dealt with by the justices. The offence he pleaded, was one committed by every small boy who lived in 
the neighbourhood of a railway. There was no intention to do damage to any living person. It would be the height of 
absurdity to send “these children” to Exeter to be tried with all the majesty of the law for a childish prank. It would be 
putting the county to unnecessary expense as well as placing the boys in a serious position with regard to their career. 
The chairman (Colonel Swiney) said that while Mr. Square had conducted his defence very ably, they could not agree 
with his view. It was their duty to protect the railway companies, and they had decided to send the accused to the 
Assizes. 
The question as to where the boys should be detained then arose. 
Mr Square said that although Sergeant Cruse had treated them with great kindness, they had slept two nights in the 
cells, which was utterly against the spirit of the Children’s Act. He understood there was no place for detention in that 
petty sessional division. The captain of the ship was unable to take the boys back because of the great difficulty which 
would be experienced in protecting them from the other lads. 
The Clerk (Mr. Wolferstan) said Mr. Square’s remarks were quite justified. The police had found it impracticable to 
find a place of detention in the division. 
Eventually it was left for the police to arrange for the accommodation of the boys until the Assizes in October. 
 

Reproduced by kind permission of the Western Morning News – Western Daily Mercury Aug 1917 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Absconded 
Boys absconding from the Mount Edgcumbe were rare, but on April 6th 1902 six boys absconded from the Goshawk by 
dingy when it was in Plymouth Sound. They landed on the Cornish coast and were soon found. The leader of the group 
was sent to a ‘Reformatory Ship’, the other five were punished and remained on board the Mount Edgcumbe. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Punishments 
The birch, as a punishment for serious offences, was used on the Mount Edgcumbe until banned by Captain Harkcom in 
1910 for all but the most serious offence. For less serious offences the cane was used, called ‘cuts’ (the Royal Navy 
continued to use ‘cuts’ as a punishment for boy entrants well into the 1960’s). The main offence that would warrant the 
birch as a punishment was desertion or stealing, especially from fellow boys, this was (and still is) a serious offence and 
boys caught received no sympathy. Cuts were used as a punishment for lesser offences such as ‘direct disobedience’ 
and ‘insolence’.  
Minor offences ‘being adrift’ (being late), and not carrying out tasks that were assigned were usually punished by 
removing privileges or being given extra work, often of an unsavoury nature, e.g. cleaning the heads (toilets). 
 
 
 
 
 

Saltash Parish Magazine. 
 
The Sunday School treat 
 
By the kindness of Lord Mount Edgcumbe, our Sunday Schools had their Annual Excursion this year in his 
beautiful grounds, on Thursday June 21st. We met in the school room about one and then gathered in church, where 
2 hymns were sung and the Vicar said a few words about behaviour. Then the procession was formed, Captain 
Knevitt very kindly lending us the boys’ band from the Industrial Ship. We marched down Fore Street, round Silver 
Street and through Tamar Street to the Pontoon. There the Aerial was waiting for us and conveyed us to Cremyll, 
and a very pretty sight the steamer made with the bright dresses of the children, the flags and banners, in the hour of 
sunshine the only one we had. We had a long walk when we reached the Park, up to the deer house. Tea was 
arranged for at the Picklecombe Lodge…………..July 1984 
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The Final Years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the Mount Edgcumbe was commissioned as a training ship in 1877 it had a life expectancy of 20 years. By its 
40th birthday in 1917 the Mount Edgcumbe’s hull was 100 years old and in poor condition. The Captain, in his report 
said that the ship was so old that the very greatest difficulty is experienced in keeping her clean and decent looking. 
Three ships in good state could be kept neat and tidy with the expenditure of less energy than is required to maintain 
this one.  
Although the number of boys on board remained near capacity, there was great concern about the physical and mental 
condition of new boys being sent to the Mount Edgcumbe, some requiring ongoing medical attention even though they 
had been sent to the ship with certificates stating they were in good health. There was also those who’s general 
physique would not permit them to stand the conditions which necessarily exist on board ship. It was proposed to raise 
the entry age from 12 to 13 but this was greatly resented by local authorities who threatened to stop sending boys to the 
ship. 
In 1916 the Executive Committee reported that the Managers have been in touch with the Admiralty for the past two or 
three years and have been conditionally promised a most suitable ship when the latter is released from her present 
service. Owing to the war this may not be for another two or three years, and in the event of the Mount Edgcumbe 
giving out before that time the managers have been advised that the Home Office would not object to the boys being 
temporarily located in some of the neighbouring Military Huts.  
The ship did not materialise, this may have been influenced by a Government report in 1913 which found that boys who 
attended training schools ashore which were located near the coast and had a sea going tender for practical training 
produced better results. The fact that boys lived aboard a ship had no advantage due to the poor and cramped living 
conditions, poor hygiene and the lack of open space, like a playground. There was also concern over the lack of heating 
and electric.  
The report recommended that no more floating training schools should be allowed to setup, and that existing floating 
training schools should not be closed down but allowed to ‘time expire’ naturally. 
The report also questioned the whole concept of maritime training schools pointing to figures showing that out of 448 
boys sent to sea from industrial training schools in 1907 only 75 remained at sea three years later. 
The fact that in the years after WW1 inflation was high, costs were rapidly rising and materials and ships were in short 
supply would have made the cost of fitting out a replacement vessel prohibitive.  

 
The Quarterdeck of TS Mount Edgcumbe about 1917 with the motto “FEAR GOD - HONOUR THE KING”
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The Mount Edgcumbe although initially commissioned for boys from Devon and Cornwall with an interest in the sea, 
found that they had to take boys from all over the country, many never having seen the sea before. These ‘outsiders’ 
were found to be unruly and did not take to the ships discipline. Efforts were made to swap these with boys from other 
establishments who wanted to become seamen or desired a seafaring life. 
In 1920 when the Mount Edgcumbe closed, 3301 boys had passed through the ship, the first time the ship had its full 
compliment of 250 boys was in 1912. It not known what happened to the boys but they were probably sent to similar 
establishments throughout the country. Captain Harkcom and his family moved into Newlands which had been 
converted from a hospital, they lived there until it was compulsory purchased by the War Ministry who required the 
land to build Ernesettle depot.  
Captain Harkcom continued to be involved with the T.S. Mount Edgcumbe trust which continued to provide support to 
Mount Edgcumbe old boys until 1928 when the charity closed. 
 
The name lives on 
Even in 1920 the boats from the Mount Edgcumbe continued to take part in many of the local regatta’s with the twelve 
oared cutter crew winning their race at Saltash, beating their arch rivals, the boys of HMS Impregnable into second 
place. 
After the ship closed donations from old boys enabled a trophy to be made. This was in the shape of a silver cutter 
complete with oars and fittings. The ‘Mount Edgcumbe Old Boys Memorial Trophy’, valued at £100 was presented to 
the winners of the twelve oared cutter race at Torpoint regatta and was keenly fought over. 

In 1922 the St. James Recreation Club of  Torpoint won the 
trophy. 
In 1924 the trophy was presented to HMS Valiant. The winning 
boats crew were also presented with silver medals.  
When the Torpoint regatta ceased, the trophy was handed back to 
the Harkcom family. Captain Harkcom’s daughter, then Mrs 
Parcelle who lived near the Hoe in Plymouth owned the trophy in 
the 1970’s. The trophy is now in South Africa, the proud owner is 
‘Henry Wesley Harkcom’ the only grandson of Capt. Harkcom. 
Henry is also the proud owner a plaque  

‘FEAR GOD – HONOUR THE KING’ 
made from the keel of the Mount Edgcumbe, a painting of the 
ship in the South China Sea when she was HMS Winchester and 
a framed portion of the house flag. 
The two starting guns from the Mount Edgcumbe, were 
purchased by Mr. Ware in 1922. They were loaned each year to 
the St. Budeaux Regatta Committee for their annual regatta. After 
the last regatta in 1928 the guns were stored by Mr. Ware in his 
cellar. With the formation of the Royal Albert Sailing Club in 
1932 Mr. Ware handed the guns to the Commodore on permanent 
loan. 
Capt. Harkcom donated a cup to the St. Budeaux regatta 
committee to be presented to the winners of the twelve oared 
cutter race at Saltash Regatta. In 1928 the ‘Harkcom cup’ was 
passed on to the Tamar River Sailing Club. 

 
 

 
 

 
Part of the HOUSE FLAG of the Training Ship 

Mount Edgcumbe 
Hoisted and Hauled down  

for the last time on the  
Occasion of the Funeral 

of 
William Henry 

4th EARL of MOUNT EDGCUMBE 

Saltash Parish Magazine. 
 
The Service of Sacred Music 
 
The Church was packed to overflowing for this service on Sunday afternoon, January 5th. The choir rendered 
Adams’s cantata “The Holy Child,” with good effect, the Glee Class of girls assisting, and Miss Clara Hoskins 
taking the soprano solo. Miss Marion Battishill and Miss Florence Hart, both of the Royal College of Music, kindly 
sang some sacred solos’ and Mr. Chris Rawling and Dr. George meadows sang Handel’s duet “The Lord is a man of 
war.” The collection which amounted to £7 : 9s was given to the Mount Edgcumbe Training Ship, off Saltash, and 
was a practical response of sympathy to the appeal lately put forth by the committee of the ship for increased 
help….. Jan 1902 
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 Personal recollections of the Mount Edgcumbe 
 
When Marshall Ware’s feature was published in the Western Morning News in 1974 Alfred Smith, who had served on 
the Mount Edgcumbe from 1910-1912 wrote to him. Marshall Ware replied asking a number of question, which Alfred 
Smith responded to. Alfred Smith’s letters are reproduced below giving what is probably the best first hand account of 
daily life in the ship. 
 
Recollections of Alfred Smith  1910 to 1912 (written in 1974) 
 
Being a regular reader of the Western Morning News I was very interested in your article which appeared in Saturday 
mornings issue of March 16th, which also showed photos of the Training Ship Mount Edgcumbe. They brought back 
memories to me for I was one of the boys that served under Captain Harkcom from May 1910 until May 1912. When I 
arrived onboard in May 1910, Captain Bickford was Superintendent, so far as I remember Mr. Kitt was Chief Officer, 
Captain Harkcom taking command later in that year, and coming from Goshawk. Other Officers I remember at the time 
were Mr. Bartlett, Chief Officer, Mr Dean, Gunnery Officer, Mr Parsons, Boatswain, who trained the boat crews for the 
various regattas, and Mr Andrews, Headmaster of the elementary school. As the boys were in school one day, and 
taught seamanship the next alternately, according if you were port or starboard watch. I also remember the quay where 
we landed and took aboard important visitors, Captain Harkcom and his family, also the officers of the ship. I also 
remember the bell at the Saltash wharf that was used to call the ship, when wanting to go on board. For replenishing 
stores we used the beach at Saltash Passage, and I have landed many times myself. 
A lot of boys went into the services, but you will be surprised to know that many went into the fishing industry as 
apprentices at Brixham and Milford Haven, and there were those that even went farming. I have been happily settled in 
the community with all my family and have had a very successful career in fishing, thanks to the wonderful training of 
Captain Harkcom, and the officers of the Mount Edgcumbe of the period. Being now 78 I still think Captain Harkcom 
was a wonderful man. 
 
Alfred Smith’s recollections 
 
Sport 
A kind farmer used to allow us to use a field on the Saltash side for the boys to indulge in sports’ such as running, 
football, cricket, etc., only on Saturdays. Alternately the boys would be landed at the St. Budeaux side, with the ships 
band for route marches, much to the annoyance of some of the residents I think, for they should surely hear us coming 
when the band struck up. 
 
Firearm’s drill 
There was fire arms drill. Mr. Dean was the Gunnery Officer, and each day Monday to Friday he took a class mainly for 
rifle drill. I may tell we all knew what the butt end of a rifle was with Mr. Dean, if anyone was not paying attention. 
 
Boatwork 
Then also we trained to man and manage the cutters and gigs, all under the watchful eye of Mr. Parsons. There was also 
the jolly boat which was an eight oared boat, and a coxswain. Which was solely used by Captain Harkcom and his 
family and very important visitors. It was deemed to be a great honour for the boys who were selected to man this boat. 
Character and ability were factors and to be made coxswain, well that boy was near perfect in every way and would also 
be a Chief Petty Officer. 
 
Rowing, racing  
Mr. Parsons also trained the racing boats crews for the regattas, a cutter and a gig was entered for most of the Plymouth 
regattas, such as Saltash, Mount Wise, Mutton Cove and Sutton Pool, competing against adults and also the 
Impregnable boys. We could always hold our own competing against them all, of course not always winning. Mr. 
Parsons did not worry about how many strokes of the oars to the minute, it was a case of the oars going in deep, and the 
following stroke though and if you were rowing against the wind, the oars had to be feathered at the end of the stroke, 
we were so well trained in this that the rhythm and the speed of the boat was great. The four oared gig that we used to 
know as ‘the white cat’, it was Mr. Pearson’s pride for the bottom of the gig was like glass itself and the last preparation 
he made for a race with it was to give the boats bottom a coat of isinglass which he paid for out of his own pocket.  
 
Punishment 
Up to the time of leaving the ship the birch was still used, but only for very serious offences, so it was very rare, but if 
there was a birching to be done, it was by two or three officers, according to how many strokes were awarded. This was 
done so the receiver of the birching would not have any hatred towards one particular officer, and all hands on board, 
Captain, officers and boys would be assembled to witness this punishment, and even the doctor would be called on 
board, and if he assumed the boy could not take all the punishment he would ask for it to be stopped, and everything 
was carried out in a very fair and humane manner. The main method of punishment was the cane, if there were any 
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offenders this was carried out after morning divisions and prayers. Captain Harkcom awarded the number of strokes to 
suit the offence. There again no one officer did all the caning. 
 
Reward 
There was another side to Captain Harkcom’s way for running the ship which proved what a fair minded man he was. If 
any boy or boys had done anything good or heroic, without thought for his own person, such as say saving any boy 
from drowning, praise from Captain Harkcom would be very high, and generally the boy would be rewarded in some 
way. 
 
Officers accommodation 
Captain Harkcom and his family were the only officers to actually live on board, and had their quarters in the stern of 
the ship, but each other officer had his own cabin, which he used on his watch on board, which was every other night 
and alternate weekends. Otherwise they lived ashore with their families, going ashore at about 4 pm if it was the end of 
their duty period. 
 
Religion 
As regards religious services, these took place on board on Sundays, all denominations gathered on the half deck, 
except for RC’s who were taken ashore for their service. The headmaster during the week prepared the boys for the 
Sunday Service aboard, which was usually conducted by a visiting Padre. Sunday evenings the boys would again be 
assembled and the Captain would have hymn singing, and give talks on various subjects, sometimes concerning his own 
life and career. For any special services and conformations I remember we went ashore to the St. Budeaux side to 
Church, but I cannot place the Church now. I know it had a cemetery there, for I remember two boys on different 
occasions who had died at the cottage hospital being buried, this was quite an occasion, as all the C of E boys were 
assembled and with the band the deceased were give full honours. I also remember we ended the Sabbath Day with the 
whole ship’s company assembled on the fore upper deck just before dusk, weather permitting the boys singing the hymn 
“The day thou gavest Lord is ended”, and many times the singing must have reached out across Saltash. 
 
Shore leave 
I remember Captain Harkcom saying at divisions once that he was going to put the boys on trust, and that led to shore 
leave. He allowed the boys of the watch off duty, that would be the port or starboard watch alternately, who wished to 
go ashore, leave on Sunday afternoons. We were landed on the St. Budeaux side and naturally most made tracks for the 
dockyard to see the ships, we had to be back on the beach for going aboard by 4.30 pm, and I never remember any boy 
breaking this trust, and Captain Harkcom was a very proud man because of this. 
 
Desertions 
In other ways during my period of service, I remember about three cases of desertions, and they never got very far away 
before being brought back to face their punishment, which was one of the cases where the birch was used. But I always 
remember the Captain saying if you want to run away, I will give you twenty four hours start before raising the alarm, 
but we will settle up when you are brought back. 
 
Invitations 
Also in those days it was amazing the invitations that were sent to the Captain, to allow the boys in parties to different 
entertainments such as pantomimes around the Christmas season, trips up the river to the Weir Head on the paddle 
steamer. We even went to parties at Mount Edgcumbe Park. This was of course through the kindness of the Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe, and mainly for the ship’s band to entertain. I also remember on two occasions a party was picked out 
to go camping. The first time we took stores to last three days, put into the cutters, and rowed up the River Lyner to St. 
Germans and camped in a field beside the river, this episode ended in disaster the second night out through foul 
weather. The second occasion we went to Downderry, but I cannot remember how we travelled, only that the expedition 
was a complete success. 
 
Food 
I think the meals were very good. I cannot say the boys were over fed but according to those responsible for allocating a 
meal per boy. I suppose they deemed the rations were enough, anyway I cannot say that I was ever hungry. For 
breakfast we had porridge, a ration of bread and a mug of cocoa. This was made from chocolate bars, and was very fatty 
and bitter to taste. I believe sugar was added in the making of the drink. The midday meal was varied during the week. 
Monday was a lentil soup with bread. Tuesday and Friday was split pea soup. This was considered by the boys to be the 
best meal of the week as the soup was yellow and so thick that one could almost stand a spoon in it, and vegetables 
were added. The rest of the week the dinners consisted of meat, either beef or mutton, boiled potatoes, cabbage or peas. 
I believe Sunday’s dinner was added to with a boiled fruit pudding of duff as we called it. For tea it was just bread and 
butter and occasionally a ration of old familiar plum or apple jam. I believe it was known as Ticklers jam at the time. 
This was the last meal of the day, of course it was all rationed out, and it must have been enough for all the boys were 
fit and well. 
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Christmas 
Christmas was a very good time aboard for the boys as there were turkeys or geese sent aboard, I believe by the Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe, and the familiar Christmas pudding, and surprisingly enough, even fruit, all sent aboard by the kind 
persons, who had the welfare of the boys at heart. On the whole I think we were well cared for. Some of the boys who 
had relatives were given leave to travel for the Christmas period of course the relatives having to send their fares for this 
purpose, and on condition that they were strictly responsible for the boys returning to the ship at the end of their leave. 
 
Daily routine 
We were aroused by the petty officer of the watches boatswain’s whistle at six am. We then had to stow hammocks, as 
every boy slept in one on the lower deck. We then had to get washed and dressed in the rig of the day, which was a 
white duck suit. Seven o’clock was breakfast. Every boy sat at their mess tables on the main deck, the same procedure 
being for each meal. Then there was the general cleaning up to be done ending with the sweeping of all decks and 
general cleaning. 7.45 boys were assembled for the hoisting of the ensign at exactly 8 am. This was done by the sound 
of the bugles mainly, but on special occasions the full band was used for the ceremony. Then we assembled on the main 
deck for divisions and inspection. There were eight divisions, each comprising about thirty boys, these were numbered 
one to eight, the odd numbers forming the starboard watch, even numbers the port watch. Each division had an officer 
in charge, who was assisted by a chief petty officer, first class petty officer and a second class petty officer and two 
leading seamen, all the boys earning these ratings through ability and character. The chief petty officer verbally ran his 
division, but being answerable to his officer. At 8.30 we assembled for morning prayers after which the Captain read 
out the orders for the day, letters were read if any, mainly for boys wanted for such careers as the fishing industry, 
farming and all sorts of careers. I remember that besides going into the navy, there were those that went into the 
merchant navy and even the cable ship service, at that particular time a couple of boys joined the cable ship Sir John 
Pender, in my time, all these boys being time expired, or nearly expired. I have not mentioned much about Mr. Bartlett 
the Chief Officer, yet this is where he came in as he ran the ship’s routine only answerable to the Captain, here he gave 
him all his reports, good and bad, and if there were any boys in the report for any offence this is where the Captain 
ordered the punishment, mostly with cane according to the offence, but every one had a fair hearing. 

After this assembly was over, one watch port or starboard went to school, there were three classes, the headmaster 
taking the senior class and his two assistant schoolmasters taking the others. One of the schoolmasters had to be a 
Roman Catholic, and his particular job was to look after the RC boys in their religious studies. The other watch went to 
their various nautical under officer who taught that particular item. But the boys who had passed out of these classes 
were called the working party and under Mr. Parsons the boatswain carried out all the work required to keep the ship 
efficiently working. Some of the boys were detailed into the galley to assist the officer cook, the shoemaker’s shop, and 
the tailor’s shop, for all the boots and clothing were made aboard ship and the officers concerned taught the boys their 
trade. Each new boy after arrival was kitted out with a No. 1 blue suit, with navy collar, silk handkerchief and lanyard 
and an old blue suit belonging to a boy who had left the ship, this was for evening wear, two white duck suits, which 
was the working rig of the day, the cap and cap band, with ships name, a clothes marker, for all boys clothes had to be 
marked with his particular number, my number was in fact 104, so I was in the port watch. The boots were only for 

Certificate of proficiency and conduct issued to Alfred Smith on leaving the 
Mount Edgcumbe 
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going ashore in as all the boys were bare footed all the year round whilst aboard, even when in boats crews. When a boy 
was allocated as cabin boy to each of the officers whose cabins were situated in the after part of the lower deck, their 
duty was to keep the cabin clean, also to look after their respective officer’s uniforms. The officers’ mess was also kept 
clean and tidy by a couple of boys who also waited on the officers at meal times. Then two boys at a time were selected 
as cabin boys, for Captain and Mrs. Harkcom’s quarters. Naturally these were picked boys as being of excellent 
character and ability, but nothing of these duties were allowed to interfere with the ships normal routine. 
Between noon and two o’ clock was dinner time when the mess tables were lowered in position on the main deck and 
each mess has a leading seaman in charge and in rotation two different boys of each mess would go to the galley each 
day to receive the whole ration for their mess and their job was to serve out equally between the number of boys in the 
mess. The food was not touched until everyone was seated and grace was sung. After the meal was over, the same boys 
would wash up the utensils and crockery and generally tidy up. The next day two more boys would assist the leading 
seaman, until all the boys in the mess had had their turn of the chores. The petty officers had their own mess tables and 
were also waited on by the boys detailed each day. 

The afternoon was a repeat of the morning school 
and classes for seamanship, the working party 
continuing with what work was still to be done, 
until 4 o’ clock when school classes and other work 
was halted. The off duty officers from that time 
either port or starboard went ashore to be with their 
families, thus leaving half the officers aboard for the 
night. Thus alternately every officer was one night 
aboard and one ashore, except weekends then the 
officers who came aboard Saturday morning were 
on duty till Monday four o’ clock. This method 
worked out for the other set of officers next 
weekend. This is where the Chief Petty Officer of a 
division came in, if his officer was on weekend 
leave he was responsible for his division to be 
properly dressed, clean and orderly, for all 
inspections, notably Sunday morning before church, 
when it was the Captain’s inspection. 
After tea the evenings were spent leisurely, two or 
three evenings a week the Captain would give 
lectures and talks, even fire drill may occur, this 
may mean the order to abandon ship, and everyone 
with the exception of the fire fighting parties would 
have to leave the ship in the cutters. I have known 
even Mrs. Harkcom and the children, having to go 
into the jolly boat until the order was given to 
return. I don’t know if she liked the idea or not, but 
it was all in the routine of the ship. Thankfully this 
was never needed for a real fire, but we were well 
trained and always ready. Then at sunset the 
ceremony of lowering the ensign was preformed, 
again mostly to the sound of the bugle. The boys 
then had to get their hammocks from the store room 

and hang them in their own places on the lower deck ready for the signal from the officer of the watch to retire to bed. 
This was around nine and nine thirty pm according to the time of year. Believe me the boys were then ready to get into 
their hammocks for during the day there were never many idle moments. 
Nor was that the end for some, as night watch had to be kept, this was in two hour sessions for both officers and boys. 
One officer in charge and two boys on each deck and again a boy petty officer having a sort of wandering job of seeing 
that the watch was being kept observantly. This method went on until all the officers except the Captain and Chief 
Officer, and all the boys on the ship, with the exception of special duty boys had their turn, and it started all over again. 
That was the end of the usual days routine, except Saturdays when the whole morning was taken up scrubbing decks 
and messes and generally cleaning the whole ship right through ready for Captains inspection. The afternoon was spent 
on sport ashore, or anything that was arranged to keep the boys interested. Saturday evening was bath night. The huge 
bath was situated in the fore peak on the main deck, and the boys had to go in a division at a time, the soap was severely 
rubbed into the hair of the head, so you had to thoroughly rub and wash to get it out, of course you came out to be 
inspected by the duty officer to see if you were clean. Then early Monday morning each boy had to wash his own 
clothes in tubs placed on the upper deck. This consisted of a navy flannel, a duck suit, and probably the navy collar if 
they had been worn. The working party rigging up the clothes lines in the forepart of the upper deck for drying the 
clothes and generally cleaning up afterwards. 
 

Arthur Smith joined the Royal Navy in WW1 serving on mine 
sweepers until his discharge in 1923
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Band 
Lastly I never joined the band. This was entirely voluntary and with all I achieved in the Mount Edgcumbe I was never 
musical minded enough to join although at that time it was a band to be proud of and although I cannot remember the 
bandsman’s name I do know he was a dedicated musician. 
Well Mr. Ware I have tried to rack my memory to do this for you. I only hope you will be able to get together enough 
material out of this to get a book dedicated to Captain Harkcom. 
 
Yours Sincerely         Alfred S. Smith 
 

Alfred Smith (Alf). Alf's seamanship was first class and 
he worked as a master fisherman out of Brixham. (A 
master fisherman is one who can fish each and every 
method and make any type of fishing gear from trawls to 
pots to lines). 
Alf worked the famous red sailed Brixham trawlers. His 
training on the Mount Edgcumbe gave him the edge 
during WW1 when he took his mates ticket in 3 months 
and went into the Royal Navy on the mine sweepers at a 
higher rank. A position he carried out long after the end of 
the war. (1923) He was also active in WW2 by taking the 
Brixham fishing smacks up the channel to Dunkirk. Due 
to his training on Mount Edgcumbe he was the only one 
out of the fishermen that could read a sextant properly. So 
you see that his training on the Mount Edgcumbe gave 
him so much. 
Alf died in 1991 aged 95. 
 

Peter Budd (grandson of Alfred Smith) 
 

 
 
 
Arthur Sydney Smith on his wedding day in May 1918. 
He took his wife to Plymouth to meet Captain Harkcom 
and named his daughter after Mrs. Harkcom. 

 
 
 
 
 

In the 1970’s Dr. Alston Kennerley interviewed a number of people who were associated with the Mount Edgcumbe, 
the following recollections are extracted from his notes. 
 
Recollections of Mr D.W. Lang (apprentice carpenter 1910) 
 
Mr Lang worked on board the Mount Edgcumbe in 1910 as an apprentice carpenter erecting a workshop on the upper 
deck. The boys fetched him from the shore each morning. He remembers that in 1910 the schoolmasters name was 
Andrews and the ships carpenter was called Haynes and were both Saltash people. 
Mr. Lang recalled that the boy’s had a good brass band and a fife and drum band, When the Rev. Bell was vicar of St. 
Stephens the band and the boys would march to St. Stephens for the church bazaar, they would help with stalls and 
served tea’s, there was never any trouble from the boys, they always seemed well behaved. 
On board the ship the boys were bare foot, on the upper deck there was gym gear and the boys sometimes beat the navy 
in races at local regattas. 
The tender was a brig, Goshawk which went to sea each year. 
Mr Lang has a picture of the Mount Edgcumbe painted from memory, also of powder hulks. 
Has also has a number of cartoons on tracing paper by the Saltash artist Henry Martin. 
 
Recollections of Mr. Rawlings (assistant teacher 1914) 
 
Mr. Rawlings served aboard the Mount Edgcumbe for 2½ months in the summer of 1914 in the position of assistant 
teacher. He recalled that two thirds of the boys were from the London area and that schooling was at a low level mainly 
reading, writing and arithmetic. Mr. Rawlings was in charge of the junior (starboard school) his group of pupils were at 



 67

standard 3. The ages of the boys were 11, and 12, many boys sent by their parents as being out of control but returned to 
parents at 13½ to 14, others left the ship at 14. Boys used paper and ink with ink pots, no nibs were allowed to be left on 
the floor, there was no blackboard, the aim was to keep the boys doing something. 
Mr. Rawlings was free during the afternoons, each mess had an officer in charge and he did the job sometimes, the boys 
were divided into two watches, Port and Starboard, school was every other day as were duties, at first he went home at 
night but later had a cabin on board. 
Boys slept in hammocks on the lower deck and each boy had a kit bag to store all his cloths and goods, boots were only 
worn when going ashore, white duck suits were worn for working – boys were better dressed than some ashore. At 
night 4 boys were on duty at all times they kept anchor watches, the anchor light was blue, the boys patrolled the ship at 
night, the ship never had electric and all lighting was by oil light. Each morning boys went ashore for the mail, staff 
newspapers and milk, several boats were afloat at all times except when rough weather was expected. 
In 1914 the Mount Edgcumbe moved opposite the coal yard. 
The week war started the ship lost 9 officers to active duty. 
Food was good but cooking was poor, the cobbler was in charge of cooking in cooks absence, he burnt it on one 
occasion. There was a routine of asking the boys if there were any complaints about the food, food varied but often had 
fish. Each boy has a loaf of bread they called a ‘wah’. Water was brought from shore and put in a large tank on the 
lower deck. 
Boys mounted a guard in honour of King George when he came to launch a naval ship, the day HM King George was 
due a quarter of the boys had new uniforms and they were called at 0400 to be bathed. 
Boys had recreation periods, a favourite pastime of the boys was collected and swapped cigarette cards, all kinds of 
sport, generally played on the upper deck, and reading ‘bloods’, cheap paperback adventure books.  
Holidays were in August, some boys had holidays at home, some never left the ship for months, camping parties were 
organised, usually to Mount Edgcumbe Park or beaches along the coast. The staff really were interested in the boys 
welfare. 
Higgins was the Boatswain, trade work came under the chief office and log books were fully recorded. 
Boys did not have a bad time. There was an American organ on board which was often used for evening hymns and 
prayers, the last post was played at night, four boys on duty as trumpeters. 
Mr Rawlings also recalls:- A diver inspected the hull in 1914, he brought up many plates and lots of cutlery. 
There were two shot holes in the ship from her time as HMS Winchester 
The ship had a brass canon about 6”. 
Only senior boys were allowed aloft. 
 
Recollections of Mrs Parcelle (daughter of Capt. Harckom) 
 
Mrs. Parcelle recalls that the ship had 3 decks, main, lower and upper, school was held in both quarters of the main 
deck. The officer’s mess was forward on the main deck. The galley was right forward and entered on the starboard side 
of the main deck. The boys bathroom was also right forward. 
The Captains quarters were on the upper deck and the main deck, Access was from the upper deck via an office, there 
was a dining room, two bedrooms, nursery, a stern walk off the dining room and a bathroom, on the main deck there 
was a dressing room, toilet and two more bedrooms. 
The band had a full range of instruments. 
There was a break at 12 for lunch, the boys marched on the upper deck while the tables on the main deck were lowered 
for lunch. 
One day a week there was a make & mend, two days a week was scrub and wash. 
In the evening we had a proper sing song including the captain and his wife. 
Naval outfitters at Devonport supplied some goods. 
After the ship moved to the Saltash side the ship gave all its trade to Saltash. 
The RC church at Saltash instructed the RC boys on Thursday Afternoons. 
The C of E church at St. Budeaux gave instruction to the C of E boys at the same time. 
Sunday divisions were held on board followed by church parade for C of E. 
Boys normally came to the ship age 11 or 12. Ainsleys - barristers sons came at age 9. 
The captain took navigation classes and taught Spanish, this was also taught to some boys at evening classes. 
All school subject were taught. 
The captain had many nautical instruments and charts. 
At one time the ship had its own swimming bath moored ahead of the ship, it was very old and scrapped. After that boys 
were taken into the water under supervision. 
At times it was very difficult to get to the ship from shore due to the weather. 
At Parsons Wharf there were RN sail lofts, some sails were used as bathing huts. 
After the Mount Edgcumbe closed a challenge trophy was established, the first race for it being in 1922. It was made by 
the jewellers Keen and Page. 
During the war the trophy was taken back from Drake by Capt. Harkcom to be kept by the family. 
St. Budeaux sailing club had a ‘Harkcom Cup’.  
The family held many records but they were lost during the war. 
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Those who have had occasion to journey into Cornwall over Brunel's masterpiece, the Saltash railway bridge, can 
hardly have failed to notice the Mount Edgcumbe Industrial Training Ship. 
Lying at her moorings in the river Tamar, just above the bridge, she is by far the most conspicuous object on that side of 
the railway, from which one gets a capital view of her. Her glistening black and white painted hull, dotted with square 
portholes, her quaint figure-head and square-rigged masts, are all reminiscent of the days of England's wooden walls, 
and it requires little stretch of the imagination to picture her as in the days when, under a cloud of snow-white canvas, 
with rows of glistening cannon at her ports, and her decks alive with men, she proudly put to sea as H.M. frigate 
Winchester. Down below on her main deck the transition is equally as easy, for here are still the old capstan, bollards, 
riding bitts, stanchions, rails, and huge cable chain which did duty in her days of action. 
But, like many another good ship, she was rendered obsolete as a naval vessel with the advent of steam, and in 1859 
became the Conway, a training ship for youths wishing to enter the mercantile marine as officers. Later, a more com-
modious vessel being required by the promoters of the school, she was superseded by H.M.S. Nile (the present Conway 
in the Mersey), and we next find the Winchester transferred to Plymouth, where in 1877 she was handed over by the 
Admiralty to a local committee, and was henceforth known as the Industrial Training Ship, Mount Edgcumbe, for 
Homeless and Destitute Boys. 
As such she is one of a small group of vessels stationed round our coast, which, although in no way connected with 
each other, are yet united in a noble work, the work of rescuing boys from the baneful influences of sordid homes and 
immoral surroundings, and sending them forth into the world imbued with a strong sense of what is right and what is 
wrong, and fitted to take their place in some useful occupation. What more praiseworthy, and at the same time more 
difficult task could be engaged in? Yet it is seldom that failure has to be recorded. 
These vessels are certified industrial schools, and as such are assisted by grants from the Home Office, and local and 
county authorities. They must not, however, be confused with reformatory schools. One often hears the lads of the 
Mount Edgcumbe referred to as "little criminals," but this is a most unfair way of speaking of them. Whilst there may be 
found on board a few boys who have been sent there by magistrates for minor offences, the great majority are boys who 
will not go to school, boys whose parents have failed to keep them in control, destitute and neglected boys, Poor Law 
incorrigibles, and others who are sent to be trained for the sea by their guardians (voluntary cases). Furthermore, no 
boys are admitted who have previously served in prison. 
However, whatever the reason of a boy's presence there, once on board the Mount Edgcumbe he is well fed and clothed, 
and educated with a view to a seafaring life, and it may be safely said in the majority of cases that in leaving their 
homes for the training ship, the lads are making a change for the better. It only needs a visit to the ship to convince one 
that the boys are happy in their surroundings, and, if questioned on the matter, few would confess to a desire to return to 
their homes. 
The Mount Edgcumbe is certified to accommodate 250 boys. Their ages vary from between eleven and twelve to sixteen 
which is the limit, but in special cases younger lads are admitted. 
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No boy is taken over the age of fourteen, so that never less than two years are spent on board, the average period being 
from three to four years. The boys are looked after, and well looked after too, by a staff composed of the Captain 
Superintendent (who with his family is accommodated in the after part of the ship), a chief officer, a second officer, 
who is also gunnery instructor, two seamen instructors, a schoolmaster and two assistants, a cook, a tailor, a shoemaker, 
a carpenter, and a bandmaster. 
Naturally, the object of the ship being to obtain berths for the lads in some seafaring line, the greater part of the 
instruction given on board is devoted to seamanship. The boy on entering the ship is in most cases a raw little 
landlubber, and, as might be expected, a pretty self-willed one at that, so that the period of his initiation is doubtless the 
most trying. He is first fitted out in the ship's uniform, which is man-o'-war rig-navy blue full dress and white undress, 
receives his number, and is allotted his place in a particular mess. He very soon learns that not only is the dress on man-
o'-war lines, but the discipline as well, and, being a tolerably shrewd boy, finds that by obeying orders with alacrity he 
avoids a lot of trouble, and if he be of a bright disposition, gets a lot of fun out of the life as well. 
For, after all, it is an ideal life for a boy of this class. So much work and exercise in the open air, if it does not make a 
giant of him, hardens him wonder fully. In time he takes a wetting with a laugh, sleeping in hammocks close to open 
ports makes him proof against draughts; he learns to hold his own among boys of his own age, gets plenty of recreation 
ashore and afloat, and all the while is gaining knowledge which will ultimately enable him to earn a decent living, 
knowledge imparted to him by instructors who have the welfare of the lads at heart. 
In company with other boys in the embryo stage, the new arrival is periodically conducted over the ship, and learns the 
correct terms to be applied to the construction and parts of the vessel, and the names and uses of the various para-
phernalia on board necessary for the working of a ship. These instructions are extended over a more or less prolonged 
period according to the boy's aptitude and willingness to acquire the knowledge, and in the meantime he attends school 
with the other boys, goes through physical exercises and learns to do his share of the cleaning of the ship. If he is unable 
to swim, he is taught, and is then able to take an oar in one of the boats, and learns to row, to "feather" and "toss" his 
oar, and to steer. 
But the new boy's greatest trouble comes when he is made to go aloft. To a grown-up, unless he be a sailor, to swarm up 
the rigging even as far as the main-top is an ordeal requiring considerable nerve, and few would care to make their way 
out to the yard-arm, suspended in mid-air with nothing more substantial than a rope between themselves and the water 
below. Yet this is what the boy has to do, and it is small wonder if, as is often the case at a first attempt, he loses his 
nerve and remains clinging to the yard like grim death, the tears chasing each other down his cheeks. But he quickly 
learns, and before long will swarm out to the end of the yard, or climb to the mast-head as if there were no such things 
as nerves. 
The initial stages over, the boy gradually takes his place with the more experienced lads in the regular routine. It is of 
the utmost importance that a seaman should know the name and use of every spar and rope composing the rigging of a 
ship, in order that he may be able to act the moment a command is given, and for the purpose of imparting this 
knowledge to the boys a fully rigged model is kept on board the Mount Edgcumbe. 
With this the instructor demonstrates to his charges in batches, or classes, the theory of the working of a sailing vessel, 
teaching them the names of the different masts, spars, and sails, explaining the uses of running and standing rigging, 
setting and furling sail, the method of trimming sail for sailing into a wind, or on a wind, for going about, wearing ship, 
backing and filling, etc. And with the help of this same model his knowledge of the various parts and construction of 
the hull is strengthened. 
At the same time that this form of instruction is proceeding the boy is put through sail drill, when he learns to a certain 
extent to apply theory to practice. Although a stationary ship, the foremast and rigging of the Mount Edgcumbe are 
fitted with yards and sails for the purpose of exercising the lads in sail drills, which consists of raising and lowering 
yards and setting, reefing, and furling sail. In reefing and furling sail the youngsters have to go aloft and lay out on the 
yards or climb out on the long bowsprit, projecting far out over the water, and to prevent injury in the case of a fall, nets 
are spread out round the foot of the mast at some height from the deck, and also extended below and on each side of the 
bowsprit. 
From sail drill we may pass to boat drill. The ship is provided with eight boats (four on each beam), a dinghy, and a 
skiff. To each boat there is a separate crew and coxswain in each watch, as in regular sea life, the boys are divided into 
two watches and the drill consists of manning, lowering, and hoisting boats in the davits, and, of course, rowing, 
steering, feathering and tossing oars, picking up moorings, and coming alongside in approved fashion. The lads of the 
Mount Edgcumbe handle their boats in a thoroughly seamanlike manner, and by their successes at the local regattas 
have proved the soundness of their training. On one occasion, indeed (at Sutton Harbour in 1908), they had the 
satisfaction of emerging triumphant from a tussle with the boys of the United States training ship Newport, winning the 
International Silver Cup, and this notwithstanding the fact that the average age of the Yankee crew was much above that 
of the victors. 
Then in order that they may know how to act in moments of danger the lads are instructed in lifesaving and fire drill. 
Immediately the warning cry "Man overboard" is raised, a life-belt is thrown, a boat is manned and lowered, and puts 
off to the rescue, guided by the signals of the boy who has already taken up his station in the top. The need for this 
signalling may not be at once apparent, but when it is remembered that a man dropping overboard from a vessel in 
motion in anything like a sea would be lost to sight before the rescuing boat could be got under way, the object of the 
boy in the top is plain. From his elevated position he is able to keep the "man" overboard in sight, and by motioning 
with his arms directs the boat to the other's whereabouts. 
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The lads are also taught the use of the rocket and lifeline, for which purpose is kept on board a miniature apparatus with 
which they learn to fire a rocket, with its lifeline attached, over a model ship, and to rescue a dummy in a breeches 
buoy. Similarly, at an alarm of "fire" the boys run to their various stations, some to "stand by" and "clear away" the 
boats, some to man the pumps and run out hose, others to form a line to hand buckets of water along to the workers at 
the scene of the supposed outbreak. 
Signalling instruction is another important branch of their education, signalling by hand with flags, code signalling, 
Morse and semaphore being taught to all, an up-to-date electric apparatus having been provided for the Morse system. 
Then the lads are taught to "box the compass," and in order that they may gain some knowledge of steering by the 
compass, an ingenious little device has been fitted up on the main deck. It consists of a platform shaped like a deck of a 
ship, and having a steering-wheel connected by a belt with a shaft underneath the platform. The turning of the wheel 
causes the platform to revolve, and thus the boy standing at the wheel is able to point his "ship's" bow in the direction 
ordered by the instructor, the compass-box standing before him on the front of the platform. 
But the finishing touches to the lad's sea training are received on board the Goshawk, the seagoing tender to the Mount 
Edgcumbe Here he not only gains practical experience in seamanship; but receives more advanced instruction in 
navigation. Every year about the beginning of May, a number of boys are drafted from the training ship to the Goshawk, 
and she becomes their home for the whole of the summer months 
And what a home! It is impossible to speak too highly of the Goshawk and her management. One would imagine on 
stepping on board that he had come to visit a gentleman's yacht, so scrupulously neat is everything. And, incidentally, 
he would not be very wide of the mark, for when the Goshawk left the builders' hands in 1865, it was as a schooner 
yacht for Mr. Thomas Broadwood, of piano fame, Since then she has had a varied career, among other things has twice 
made the trip round the world, was the headquarters of a scientific expedition to the Mauritius, and just previous to her 
acquisition by the committee of the Mount Edgcumbe had seen service as a mission ship in the North Sea. 
Naturally the Goshawk had been, designed for comfort, and as very little alteration has taken place below deck, it can be 
imagined what a comfortable home she makes. On deck, too, as already stated, her yacht-like appearance still remains, 
the deck timbers being kept spotless by the boys, the sails (when not in use) stowed away neatly in their white canvas 
covers, rope ends coiled up in regulation style, and all brass-work fittings brightly polished. Her rig, however, has been 
altered from "schooner" to "brigantine," the latter combination of "square" and "for-and-aft" being considered to afford 
better facilities for the training of the boys. Her complement is as follows:- 60 boys and captain, chief officer, second 
mate, two instructors, a cook, and steward. Every day, weather permitting, the boys have to work the vessel out of the 
Sound into the Channel, and there go through all the various manoeuvres connected with the working of a sailing ship, 
the theory of which they learnt on board the Mount Edgcumbe and have now to put into practice. 
And here a word in praise of the way in which the lads work the vessel. Orders are carried out by them with real expedi-
tion, and it is marvellous to see the ease with which the little chaps handle the heavy gear, or to see them going aloft and 
out on the yards in the teeth of the wind, as if to the manner born. And their evolution's are performed in no mere 
mechanical spirit of obedience to command, for the boys are capable of managing the ship entirely by themselves. 
On one occasion his Majesty's inspector had the pleasure of being taken for a cruise in the Goshawk, in complete charge 
of a lad of fourteen, who gave all orders and put the ship through all the usual manoeuvres without a hitch, the captain 
and his Majesty's inspector watching with much gratification the boy's achievement. 
Then, in addition to the sail drill afforded during the cruise, the boys are taught to "heave the lead." i.e., to take the 
ship's soundings, are put through life-saving drill, take the time by the sun, and fix the vessel's latitude and longitude. 
Occasionally parties of boys are taken ashore by the captain and instructed in marine surveying, taking heights of dis-
tant hills, buildings, lighthouses, etc. 
Should the weather be too bad for cruising, the youngsters are employed in boat practice, lead and line, boxing the 
compass, signalling, sail-making, repairing clothes, sails, and ropes, and cleaning the ship. The whole of the ship's sails, 
all running and standing rigging, mats, and fenders are made by the boys themselves, and repairs of all sorts about the 
ship are done by them. So that if at the end of his third or fourth summer, as the case may be, aboard the Goshawk, the 
boy is not well on the way to becoming a sailor, he probably never will be one. 
But as it is, unfortunately, impossible for the committee to find sea berths for all the lads who pass through their hands, 
the instructions are not confined to seamanship alone. Hence we find on board the Mount Edgcumbe a tailor's shop, in 
which the boys make all their own clothes, with the exception of serge trousers; a shoe-maker's shop, where a small 
staff of boys turn out footwear of a lasting durability; and a carpenter's shop. 
So much for the lads’ technical education. Every day, of course, in addition to the latter, they receive instruction in the 
ordinary school curriculum, when they are under the charge of a competent resident master and assistants, and are sub-
ject to annual examinations by his Majesty's inspectors. Precisely the same as schools on shore. As regards their 
physical training, too, they are well looked after. Each day gymnasium instruction in either one or other of the following 
is given:- Swedish drill, parallel bar, jumping-horse, Indian clubs, single-stick, and boxing, and, in addition, sixty Lee 
Metford rifles are kept on board, with which the boys are taught the use of firearms. 
In connection with the ship there is a floating swimming-bath, moored a little up the river, and on shore there is an 
excellent playing-field, where the lads indulge in football, cricket, and other outdoor games, on the two half-holidays in 
the week. Between the instructions, too, there are short intervals when the lads may do what they like, as long as they 
keep out of mischief, intervals which are usually spent running about the broad deck, playing leap-frog, etc., or 
indulging in a friendly boxing bout. Slinging and stowing hammocks, airing bedding, preparing meals, cleaning mess  
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gear (in plain English, cleaning pots and pans), cleaning ship, etc., are all duties performed by the boys themselves in 
turn. 
The company is divided into two watches, and to each watch there are a number of boys dignified by the title of "cooks 
of messes," whose duties are to lay the tables and serve the meals, and to take charge of the mess. The food is good and 
wholesome; in fact, one officer is fond of telling his charges when any discontent is shown, which is very seldom, that 
they fare much better in this respect than many an actual seaman does. This together with the cleanliness everywhere 
apparent, is doubtless the reason why so very few cases of sickness are reported. Indeed, it is very rarely that a case of 
such seriousness arises that it cannot be dealt with at the little cottage hospital which is situated on shore at a convenient 
distance from the ship. 
 

 
When the weather does not permit of the usual run on deck during "stand easy," the boys are allowed to amuse 
themselves on the main deck in any manner, they please, draughts and dominoes, a little sparring, or "touch-and-go," 
being perhaps the most popular games. Those who are musical have full scope to cultivate their taste, for both the 
Mount Edgcumbe and the Goshawk possess bands of their own, of which they are naturally very proud. 
The boys receive a sound, if not strict moral training, and religion plays a part in their daily routine. Not only does each 
day open and close with silent prayer but there are both morning and evening prayers, when the whole company are 
present on deck, grace is sung before and after meals, whilst religious teaching is a part of the school curriculum. On 
Sundays, morning and evening services, and Sunday school in the afternoon are held. 
Smoking is forbidden either aboard ship or elsewhere, and bad language is strongly repressed. 
The lads are encouraged to advance themselves by the prospect of promotion, first to leading seaman, then to second 
class petty officer, to first-class petty officer, and finally to captain of the forecastle fore-top, main-top, as the case may 
be. Good-conduct badges are also awarded to deserving boys each year after the first twelve months, and for every good 
conduct badge the boy receives pay. Each year, too, prizes and certificates are awarded to the boys who have passed the 
tests in the various branches of instruction. 
The day on which these prizes are distributed is the red-letter day of the year. A distinguished and influential gathering 
is welcomed to the gaily-bedecked ship to the lively strains of the ship's band, the yards being manned by rows of boys 
in full-dress uniform, and the visitors are welcomed on board by a guard of honour formed by the boys, who stand to 
attention with their rifles to their shoulders. 
After a formal inspection by the Admiral commanding the port, the annual meeting and prize distribution is held, 
following which the lads go through a gymnastic display for the benefit of the visitors. The day is looked upon as a 
holiday by the boys, who enjoy the proceedings every whit as much as their visitors. In addition to the weekly half-
holidays, and the usual holidays at Easter, Whitsun, August and Christmas, one fortnight's leave each year is granted to 
boys of good conduct. 
Now, presuming the boy to have served his full time on the Mount Edgcumbe let us see what happens afterwards. 
Naturally in view if the lad’s training a sea-faring life is, to be preferred for him. Sea faring may be divided under three 
heads, the Royal Navy, the Mercantile Marine, and the Fishing Industry. Berths in the first named are often found for 
lads from the Mount Edgeumbe, several of whom have distinguished themselves by being placed first on the Exam-
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ination List at the end of the first year, on H.M.S. Impregnable, (Naval training ship), but by far the greater number are 
drafted into the Mercantile service, for which their training has especially fitted them. 
Here we find them placed in various capacities as ship's boys, or steward's boys, in some cases even (after passing their 
examinations) as quarter-deck apprentices, and, judging from the reports which come to hand of their subsequent career, 
many have owed a great deal to the thorough training which they received on board the Mount Edgcumbe. As an 
instance, one smart lad not only passed his apprenticeship examination, but obtained a second mate's certificate as well, 
and became second officer on a large barque trading to Natal and Australia, a position any sailor might well be proud 
of. 
One of the best. openings the committee have been successful in finding for the boys has been through the interest of 
Sir John Pender, as signal boys, etc., on the cable ships of the Eastern Telegraph Company; whilst the fishing industry 
also offers a fair field for honest, if hard work, and claims a proportion of the Mount Edgcumbe, lads. Where it is 
impossible to, find sea-faring berths, then occupations of some sort are found for the lads ashore, and, briefly put, these 
occupations comprise tailoring, shoe-making, carpentering, farm service, and positions in commercial houses, whilst a 
few boys return to their parents, to be placed in such situations as the, latter may think fit. 
But whatever their calling, and where ever situated, every endeavour is made by the committee and management of the 
training ship to keep in touch with their old boys, and so retain their influence for good. This is not an easy task, for it 
must be remembered that these lads, many of whom come from the slums, are sent out into the world again at an age 
when they are the most susceptible to environment. It is for this reason that the management feel that if the age limit 
could be raised from sixteen to eighteen, their chances of success would be greatly increased. 
In conclusion, it may be said of us that in giving this picture of life on board the training ship, we have been careful 
only to paint it in glowing colours, and that after all is said, the ship is nothing more than a place of detention. To this 
we would reply that nothing is more necessary in the training of lads than judicious restraint and discipline of some sort, 
and as regards their liberty, the boys of the Mount Edgcumbe are very little, if any, worse off than the ordinary boarding 
school student who is also restricted to bounds; whilst  as for the absence of home comforts, it must again be pointed 
out that in the majority of cases the home of the "industrial" lad is a place where comfort is not, and he is far better off 
where he is.  
And now it is time we said good-bye to the genial staff, and laughing, little bare-footed  sailor boys, and so, with warm 
handshakes, and amid cries of “Come, again, sir,” we descend the gangway and are rowed ashore in, the jollyboat by 
the smart little lads of the Mount Edgcumbe 
 

 
 

Wireless telegraphy class on Mount Edgcumbe 1917 

The above article was originally published in, ‘The boys Own Paper’ as a two part feature in the summer of 1913. 
Although the author denies ‘painting a glowing picture’ it does sound like an interview with the Captain 
Superintendent followed by a conducted tour of the Mount Edgcumbe and the Goshawk.  
What is interesting are his illustrations and photographs particularly the ‘steering drill’ and ‘tea on main-deck’ 
 (One wonders how it would differ if Mr. Walling had visited the Mount Edgcumbe in January) 
A more general feature was printed in the paper in 1917. 
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Letters from ‘The boys’ 
 
Many of the boys from the T. S. Mount Edgcumbe joined the armed forces. In WW1 a letter was published in the 
‘Royal Sailors Rest’ (Aggies) magazine ‘Ashore & Afloat’ (still published today) asking old boys to write with their 
experiences. The Captain received over 1500 letters in addition to their regular correspondence and it can be seen from 
the tone of these letters that ‘the boys’ regarded the Mount Edgcumbe as home and the staff as family. It is also apparent 
that the Mount Edgcumbe supported the boys by sending food parcels to those in prisoner of war camps and money to 
those in need. As all these letters seem to have been answered, the correspondence must have been considerable.  
One surprise in the letters is the frequent use of numbers instead of names, even between ‘the boys’.  
 
A selection of the letters received by the Mount Edgcumbe are reproduced below 
 

TURKEY. 
Kari-Hissar, 1/5/17 

Dear Captain, 
A line to let you know I am alright. I was wounded and taken prisoner on the 10th March, 1916. I have not received a 
parcel of any kind. I should be very glad if you could send me a parcel of food. My number on the ship was 83. I left in 
1910. Love to all the old boys, 

ALFRED CARLIER. 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 

Frederick W, Gough H.M.S. "Greenfly," 
c/o S.N.O., Mesopotamia. 

Dear Sir,                   20/6/17 
Just a line to let you know that I am still in the land of the living, and I sincerely hope and trust that these few lines will 
find Mrs. Harkcom, Jackey, Hearty, Baby, and Girlie, and also yourself in the very best of health and strength, Kindly 
remember me to Mr. Andrews, Mr. Collins, and any one that I knew on board and to all the boys. 
Dear Sir, what do you think of our last exploit, the capture of Bagdad? It is a very nice place, and the "Greenfly" takes 
the honor of being the first one to enter Bagdad, but the troops were in the City first; but still it was our greatest wish to 
get there first, because when the Consul's wife, at Mohommerah, launched us, she said "May she be first in Bagdad," so 
you can guess we were only too glad to be able to oblige her. And I am sending you a photo of the ship; no doubt you 
will think it a strange sort of craft, and they have done the work they were built for. I have also got a Turkish Officer's 
medal; what he got it for I don't know, but some reckon it was for the Dardanelles turn out. 
Well I hope you are still getting good results from the old packet.  
Well, Sir, I will now draw to a close, with the very best of respects and good wishes, from yours most truly. 

FRED. W, GOUGH 
 

---------------------------------------------- 
 

 
756 Stratford Rd., Sparkhill, Birmingham, 

Friday, Aug. 9th, 1917. 
Dear Sir, 
Just a line to let you know that I, being one of the old boys, saw the "Ashore and Afloat," that you would like to hear of 
my history since I left the Ship. I started on the stage and was with Harry Tate, Fred Kamo, and Kate Karney, till March 
8th, 1914, when I joined the army, and on the 16th of Aug. went to France where I met a lot of the boys, 195, 210, 83, 
21, 76. They were alright and we had a fine time together. We left Paris on 19th Aug. and started to Mons but we had to 
retreat (I then knew what it was to want for food: I should have liked to have had some tack and basher or skilly-soup). 
Well I went through till 25th of December, 1914, when I was at La Bassee, I was hit. 
I went to France again in Feb. and was wounded at Ypres on March 13th, got better, went to France and was drafted to 
the Dardanelles, came home on ten days leave and went to France and was wounded on Aug. 10th at Kemmel; went to 
France again October and while at Ypres I was on 0. post in the trenches when the Germans fetched down a French 
Plane and it fell in "No man’s land," I forgot myself and went over the top to fetch him in, I got back safely. When I 
went back again to set fire to the plane I was shot through the head by a sniper, for which they made a fuss of me, and 
they have given me the Belgium Military Medal. I get on alright and have 27/6 pension. So that finished my career in 
the army-wounded 4 times, 17 wounds, 22 operations 124 stitches in my body; enclosed a cutting in Paper. I will come 
dawn to the ship and have a look round with your permission on anniversary day. Hoping that the boys are learning all 
they can, I only wish I could have my time over again, will close with the best wishes. 
I remain, your old boy, 

FRANCIS WILLIAM SARKEY 123.  
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Extract from "The Daily Sketch," August, 1916. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

 
RUHLEBEN, 

Nov. 18, 1916. 
Dear Sir, 
Thank you very much indeed for the two pounds you so kindly sent me. I sincerely hope you are enjoying the best of 
health, also Mrs. Harkcom, Girlie, Baba, Artie, and the officers and boys. I think I told you in a previous P.C. that I 
wrote a small play. I am pleased to say it turned out very successfully. Trusting to hear from you shortly, I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 

W. CARPENTER. 
(Ruhleben was a prisoner of was camp) 

 
 

Hero's White Feather. 
 

How Lucky Jim was Decorated by a Girl at Brighton. 
Gunner Sankey's Record. 

 
Wounded in nearly every part of his body, operated on twenty two times, carrying about inside him several bits 
of shrapnel, and wearing a silver plate some inches long at the base of the skull, Gunner Francis William 
Sankey, of the R.F.A. - Lucky Jim, his friends call him--was discharged from a military hospital at Brighton 
and given ‘civvie’ clothes and a walking-stick. 
No longer in the army he sauntered down to the front. Others were there when he arrived; they had badges, and 
he had nothing to show, 
He sat down, and girls passed by with a sneer. 
Old men know what they would have done had they been as young, and Gunner Sankey wondered why 
everyone seemed to be looking at him 

The White Feather. 
Then, from the group by the railings; came Miss Somebody, 
She knew how to treat such a specimen, and without more ado, stuck a white feather in his coat. 
"You look rather nice," she said, "but you'd look better in Khaki." 
The inevitable crowd collected, and it was some time before the gunner could speak. 
"I was tongue-tied," he told the Daily Sketch yesterday. "and didn't know what to do. They jeered and laughed 
so much though, that at last I asked them to give me a chance." 

In Many Battles. 
"They did, and you ought to have seen them melt away before I had said much. I felt wild with the feather girl, 
and when she tried to say something I moved on." 
This was the man who had fought at 

La Bassee  Festubert  Dickebusch 
Givinchey   Ypres (three times) Kemmel 
Plug Street  Neuve Chapelle  Hill 60   

In less than three days after war broke out Sankey had offered himself, and within a very short time he went to 
France. 
 Four times he came back wounded:- 

Shot in hand and knee at La Bassee; 
Hit in the back by a piece of shrapnel at Kemmel; 
Gassed, struck on the forehead with shrapnel and shot in the hip at Ypres; 
Knocked over by a "Jack Johnson" (also at Ypres later). For 24 hours he lay as if dead, 
bleeding from the back of the neck and wounded in the arm. He has a silver plate where the 
skull was hit and has lost the use of his hand. 

His Four Gold Stripes. 
"I came back to Blighty each time," said Sankey, "and they put me right. One doctor prophesied that I should 
never get killed. Twenty-two times I've been on the operation table, and they have put 124 stitches in my 
body." I can't walk very well and my left hand's no good, but now I've got my four little gold stripes on my arm 
I suppose there'll be no more bother about the white feather." 
A happier man you could not wish to meet, and he says he's quite satisfied with the 25s. a week army pension. 
Sankey lives with his mother in Birmingham, although by birth he is a Londoner. 
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Thursday, March 8th, 1917. 
Dear Sir, 
I received a P.C. from the Central Prisoners of War Committee stating you were sending 2 parcels per mouth. I am sure 
I feel greatly indebted to you for your kindness and hope to fully repay you when I return; Give my kind regards and 
best wishes to all, 
Yours truly, 

W. CARPENTER. 
 

Friday, May 11th 1917. 
Dear Sir, 
I received a PC informing me that you were sending Daniel bread, a few days ago, and I have already received three 
parcels of same. I am sure I am indebted to you for your kindness. At present I can only thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Please give my kind regards to all aboard, and tell them I should so much like to hear from someone. 
Yours etc. 

W, CARPENTER. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2185 H. Brown,  
Mess 34, 
 Class 36,  
H.M.S. xxxxxx 

 
Dear Sir; 
I received the form quite all right, I thank you for sending it very much. Well I have just finished my washing which 
was socks, a collar and two lanyards. My Word I wish I could spell a bit better that’s what kept me out of the advanced 
class, and look at Bill Baily he is a fine scholar and getting on all right. If there is anything else to fill in on the form 
will you please do it for me. If you send it so that I shall get it on Sunday it will be in time, I can get the bandmaster to 
look out for it for the night, because some of these are as had as the M.T.E., boys and if not worse. Well I will close 
with love to all,  
I remain, 

A dirty little M.T.E. boy, 
H. BROWN.   

------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

From Sgt. Armstrong, 
11498, 100 M.G. Coy. 
 B.E.F. France,  
26/6/16.  

Dear Sir, 
I thought I would write once more, just to let you know that I am still alive and kicking. I do not think you got my two 
last letters, but perhaps you did get them but have been too busy to answer them as I have not had a letter from you for 
quite a long time. I hope that my bad scribble has not offended you. We are in the trenches now and for this time of the 
year I have not seen worse weather. The mud is over the tops of our boots, and in places the water nearly reaches our 
knees. I think you are best off in a ship because there is no mud. Where we are now, Fritz seems to specialise in trench 
mortars, rifle grenades and whizz-bangs. We have been in the trenches for 19 days and we are wanting to get out, so 
that we call get a bath. We have got a fine dug-out, it is not very deep, but it is underneath an old windmill. We do not 
have a lot to do, just clean the gun and accoutrements. I hope that this will find you and your family in the best of 
health. Please remember me to all on board who I may know. Tell them not to be too anxious to leave the old ship as 
they might wish they were back again. 
I think I have told you all the news this time so I will close hoping to hear from you soon 
I remain     
         Yours truly 
         S. ARMSTRONG 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
H.M.S. xxxxxx 
C/o. Naval Base, Penzance. 

Dear Sir, 
Just a few lines to let you know I am still alive and kicking we are still in the thick of it down, but the "subs" don't get 
very much chance now they don't stop here more than a week then they either, clear out to the Bay or else get sunk. We 
saw a sub last week off Wolff Rock Lighthouse, but we had no chance of a shot (he has since been captured and towed 
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in). Please Sir, can you manage to send me 10/- as I am going on leave on the 14th or 16th of this month and we are not 
sure of getting a free pass if we don't the fare is 27/4 and I have only 17/6 saved up. I am enclosing a Photo of our ship 
you will just be able to see me in the wheel house. I think this is all I have to say this time, give my best respects to all 
on board. 
I remain, 

One of the Old Boys, 
A. ARNOLD.  

 
P.S.-Broughton says he is still alive and kicking, the two thin objects sticking up in the fore part of the ship are two 6 
pdr, anti aircraft guns. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

Pte. E. Dawkins, 14648  
B. Coy. 8 platoon, 
lst, Roy. Fuser.  
  B.E.F. 

Dear Sir, 
I have the greatest of pleasure to answer your kind and welcome letter, was pleased indeed to hear how comrades was 
getting on, I was expecting to hear of almost a new ships company. I had the pleasure of looking at a few roll of honors 
while I was home on leave it surprised me to see eleven of the Dawkins family on one that was of course my school I 
went to before I was a bad boy. I have been quite the opposite since I left the dear old boat which I taught a good many 
lessons on and I must say I feel the better for it, I wasn't home very long, just a few months and then I joined up, and 
have had some jolly good times, since. I would really like a copy of the roll of honor which is being formed, but I'm 
afraid you are too busy for that, very pleased to hear of the lads doing "their bit" I think the Cable you laid was a 
splendid bit I know it will be a great help to one and all, I was very pleased to meet Onions 75 and Thornton which 
numbers was 75 and 90 they were looking a jolly pair nice and happy considering our busy times at times I would like 
to hear how Povey 102 and Itsinger 117 is getting on as I left them when I got wounded, I hope they are all well, have 
you heard anything about them if so would you kindly oblige by letting me know how they are, when you write again, 
Sir can you remember taking a snapshot of us in Plymouth Harbour once, in boats and on deck with the signaling flags I 
would like to get one of them photos, I would think a great deal of it, have you any to spare, I send my best wishes and 
kindest regards to Mrs. Harkcom and family, also the Officers and boys accept same yourself. 
From one of the old Ships Boys, 
Keep on Smiling, 

Edward Dawkins  94 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

H.M.S.xxxxxx 
c/o Fleet Post Office,  
Buncrana.  

 Dear Captain. 
Excuse me writing to you but as I am in want of an Oil skin and Sou Wester. Would you kindly send one on to the 
above address with the price I could then forward the same by return of post. Also the sea boats I had on the Yacht, they 
are at present on board the "Mount Edgcumbe" I would not ask for these things but I cannot get any thing like that here 
and it is very cold and rainy just now and the weather is very rough. Am glad to say I have overcome my sea sickness 
and am becoming quite a good sailor. I don't like Buncrana very well it's only a small village. Shall be glad to get some 
holidays and come and see you and the old ship. Please give my best respects to Mrs. Harkcom, Girlie, Hartie and Baba 
and these numbers 100, 30, 253, 126, and my old number. Hoping that you will see your way clear to forward these 
things as soon as possible. 
I remain, 

One of the old boys,  
SYDNEY DONALDSON.  

P.S.--Goodman, Crawforth, Payne, Nickells and Winner all send their best respects to you and all on board. They are 
stationed at Buncrana with me. Excuse pencil but ships rolling heavily  
P.P.S.--Have got a plug of tobacco for Mr. Collins. Should be pleased to send you some if you would care for any, 

Sid Donaldson. 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
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Harry, Garrett, 
S. S. xxxxxx G. 806  
c/o N.T.O.  

 Deptford London.  
Dear Sir, 
I am sorry I have not wrote before I suppose I have been too lazy, and I don't care for letter writing. I got £3 out of that 
£6, but I don't suppose I shall get the other, I went up to Grimsby after I had been home for three weeks and I got a start 
right away by the Great Central Steamship Co., on one of their "tug boats." until there was a vacancy on one of their 
ships, I was getting 35/- a week when I was in Grimsby and now I am getting £2 5s, and all found as a A.B. I saw 
Newton he was in rags and hanging on to his mothers apron strings, and he was quite proud of it. I also saw Steal, he is 
working with his father who is a coalman he takes the cart round, his father gives him £2 a week and last but not least I 
saw Forman, I could not tell him at first he is grown a lot and he had big ear-rings on. He is fishing I think this is all I 
have to say. Hoping you and all on board are ill the best of health. 
I remain, 

HARRY GARRETT.  
P.S.--Will you please send me my medal as for my bank book I don't suppose there is much in it you. need not trouble 
about that. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Geo. Cater. 
Quartermaster, P. & O.S.N.  
Co. S.S. Nankin,  
Plyrnouth, 
Sept. 4th 1917   

My Dear Friends,  
Here we are again, for how long I cannot say, as we are awaiting, orders to leave in "Convoy." We have been here three 
days now, laying at anchor. I couldn't write before as I have been "laid up" with lumbago for four days and I'm just 
getting over it. However, I trust everything is, going well on board, and that Mrs. Harkcom and family are all in good 
health. I was torpedoed in the another of the xxxxx another of the Company's ships, we were homeward bound from 
Australia and got as far as Portsmouth only to lose ship and everything we possessed. Anyhow I'm quite happy but 
shan't be sorry when the war is over. We are going to India this voyage as far as we know, so shall be in warm weather 
soon. Enclosed are "two snaps" of me one taken this time home, and the large one three years ago. Shall send you a 
large photo as soon as they reach me. I must conclude now with every good wish and kind thoughts to all.  
I remain your old boy, 

Geo. CATER. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

George H. Hunter (Boy),  
No, 4574, Mess 12. 

 Dear Sir, 
Just a few lines to let you know that we got back safe and sound and in good time. We arrived on board at 9 a.m. and 
we were shifted and started instructions in time with the remainder.  
Dear Sir,   I have nothing fresh to tell you this time but we enjoyed ourselves very well that day. Give my love to all the 
Officers, not forgetting yourself and your family. Remember me to these boys, 173, 6, 195, 67, 82, 118, 204, 223, 14, 
144, 189, 64, 157, 194, 180, 235 and last but not least 177, Excuse short letter this time, I might have some more to say 
next time I write. We had about 20 new entries from the Warspite the other night I wonder many lads are going to join 
the service in your ship, I didn't think the Navy was so good as it is, and I am glad to let you know that I have found out 
my mistake. So I now bring my letter to an end. 
With best wishes, 

From one of the old boys,  
GEORGE HENRY HUNTER.  

 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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The Eastern Telegraph Company Limited,  
Walter Foot, A. B. 
Cable Ship xxxxxx 
Port xxxxxx   
1/4/1916. 

 Dear Sir,  
I now take the great pleasure of writing to you these few lines hoping that you Mrs. Harkcom and the children are in the 
best of health, as I am myself. I suppose you will be surprised to hear that I am back here again, it seemed quite like old 
times coming back here and at first I thought about stopping but I have made up my mind not to as I think it would be a 
waste of time. There are several here who have asked me to stay in fact I have had the option of two berths bosun's mate 
or quarter-master, but I don't care for the routine of this ship at all, and I think that if one can't settle down in a ship, he 
is better off out of her. Well we have been away just over six weeks out to 6 ports and one or two small places in 
France, doing small jobs and now we are lying in Falmouth waiting for orders, but we have an idea that we are coming 
to Plymouth, if we do I shall come up and see you. Well I haven’t much space so I must conclude wishing all on board 
the best of health and prospects. 
I remain, 

Yours sincerely,  
W. FOOT. 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

F. A. Gough, I.E.F. (W),  
H.M.S. xxxxxx 
c/o S.N.O. 

        18/l/16. 
 Dear Sir, 
It is with the greatest of pleasure that I pen these few lines to let you know that I have arrived quite safely at my 
destination, but still you will not see (China), on the address space, well it is quite all right here in regards of the 
weather, one has to live practically on chicken and eggs here, you can get a hen for a Rupee and the eggs are 28 a 
Rupee, Dear Sir, I hope and trust that you Mrs. Harkcom, H, G. B, and Jack, are all enjoying the very best of health, as 
I, am pleased to say I am myself at present, and by the time you receive this I shall be having a lapp at the Turks I hope.
 Well I hope Mr. Gibbs and all on board are quite well. I met Mc. Knight, coming out he is in a Scotch 
Regiment, the name is a blank you will understand. Well Sir, I have not much news to tell you this time as I have not 
been out here a month yet, so will write more later on. 
I remain, 

Yours most sincerely, 
F. A. GOUGH 

Give my best respect and wishes to all on board. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
H.M.T. "Corientes" (1149),  
c/o G.P.O., London, 
 26/11/16 

Dear Sir,-- 
I have taken this chance, before we sail again, to ask you a favour, but before I come to the point, I would ask you the 
health of Mrs. Harkcom and family. I sincerely hope little Jacky is in the best health. I have been wondering if you have 
thoroughly forgiven me for writing that rather insulting letter. I will never do anything like that again. As I am writing 
this letter, we are having a fearful hail storm, it has been blowing very hard all day long, but I suppose you are having it 
fairly good down in Cornwall. I am advancing in my knowledge of signals. I am in the flag ship, as I suppose I have 
informed you before, Dear Sir, I don't suppose you have heard from Donaldson lately, if so, could you kindly give me 
his address, I would very much like to correspond. The "Brittanic" which has lately been sunk, as of course you know, 
was a magnificent ship. I saw her on several occasions, in fact, I have been alongside her, when she was being fitted out 
in Belfast. I have also seen the "Glorious," the largest battle cruiser in the world. I think she was made on the lines of a 
destroyer, very low in the water, but a tremendous length, seven hundred odd feet; she has only one funnel. There is 
only Payne and Winner left out of the other three that came here after Goodman, Donaldson, and myself. Goodman and 
the West Ham boy (I forget his name) are at Alexandria. The West Ham boy was in the "Cerelia" when she was sunk I 
do not know where he is now. Goodman is in the "Lord Knollys". I am sending him a letter. 
Now to come to the point. I am going on leave, ten days I expect, and I haven't any money to go with. Please Sir, could 
you lend me £2 or send it out of that allotment money. If you did that, I would never be able to thank you in full, so I 
must conclude with expectations of £2 by Dec. Goodbye for the present, hope to visit you soon. 
I remain, one of your old boys and obedient servant,  

CHARLES CRAWFORD, Signaller. 
Charles Crawford was killed on H.M.T. "Corientes," June, 1917, 
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Pte, Hy. Peacock (5526) A Company, 2/8th Sherwood Foresters, 
West Farm Camp, 

Fovant, Nr, Salisbury, Wiltshire, Jan. 31st, 17. 
Dear, Sir, 
I received your letter dated 23rd, and am very pleased to have again heard from you. You will see by my address that I 
am now in England. I returned from my last leave on Monday, and will soon be taking an active part in this terrible 
struggle which we all earnestly hope will soon terminate. The result, of course, is obvious. I have found that the 
discipline 1 underwent on board the old ship has done me a great deal of good. I think this is all at present. Kindest 
regards to yourself and family. I remain, yours obediently, 

HY. PEACOCK. 
------------------------------------------------- 

 
Signaller A, Friend (43622) 

B Battery, 70th Brigade, R.F.A., B.E.F., France. 
Dear Sir,           27/8/17  
I hope you will excuse me the liberty of writing to you. I am an old "Goshawk" boy, and was going to sea up till the 
time the war broke out. Of course I enlisted at once as soon as I reached England, on Oct. 28, 1914. I enlisted in the 
Royal Field Artillery as a driver, but transferred to signaler as I was well up in Morse and Semaphore. I have seen a 
good deal of life both out here and before I joined; but I often wished that I was back again on the ''Goshawk." My 
training stood me in good stead when I joined, as a knowledge of knots and splices has to be learnt here as well as at 
sea. I haven't any friends to write to, so I hope you will take that as an excuse for my presumption in writing to you. 
Of course this kind of signaling is a lot different to what I learnt under you, as we have a telephone buzzer and wires, 
and a fine job it is too sometimes mending those same wires, when Fritz is shelling especially. I still sing the old songs 
at our concerts, and very well they go too. I have written dozens of copies of "Southern home among the Pines," and 
"The Motherland is calling". I find that the Colonials like the latter very much. Well, Sir, I think this is about all I have 
to say for the present, so thanking yourself and your wife for all kindnesses received when on the tender. 
I remain, yours faithfully, 

ALBERT FRIEND. 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
S. G. Tapper, L. Seaman, 
No. 48 Mess, H.M.S. Bellerophon,  
Grand Fleet, c/o G.P.O.  
Monday, 3/8/17.  

Dear Sir, 
I am proud and only too willing to let you know that I am one of the lads who was on your ship about 12 years ago, and 
can well remember the, day I left it. I can assure you, Sir, that the training I received while under your charge has been 
very beneficial to me since I joined the Navy. I was in the battle of Jutland under Vice-Admiral Sturdee, who was in 
charge of our squadron. Of course we just arrived in the thickest of the fight, and the old "Bellerophon" gave a good 
account of herself, and kept up the "Bellerophon" reputation. We came out of it without a scratch.  
Trusting I have given the necessary information as required by your old ship boy. 

SYDNEY G. TAPPER, L, Seaman. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
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Appendices 
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Appendix 2  Census for 1891 
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What is probably a ‘divisional photograph’, date unknown 
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Mount Edgcumbe on the St. Budeaux side of the river (position 2) with warships 

where she was originally berthed 
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INDUSTRIAL TRAINING SHIP "MOUNT EDGCUMBE" AT SALTASH, 
CORNWALL 1881. Staff & Trainees (compiled from the census) 

 
Note. Not all staff are listed, only those who were on board the night of the census, some staff lived ashore 
 
Saltash, Cornwall 
 
Vessel "MOUNT EDGECOMBE"  Industrial Training Ship 
 
Name    Married Age        Place of birth                         Occupation 
   Unmarried 
KNEVITT Herbert Price      m    47    London                Superintendant Capt. 
RN retired 
KNEVITT Isabella Ellen     m    35    Cheltenham, Glouc.    Wife 
KNEVITT Nellie             u    12    Lewisham, Kent        Dau 
KNEVITT Nora               u    11    Swanage, Dorset       Dau 
KNEVITT Ella               u     4    Lee, Kent             Dau 
CHAPMAN Louisa             u    26    Diptford, Dev         Servant 
TESDALE William            m    34    Bristol, Som.         Instructor Seaman RN 
        pensioner                
FARLOW William             m    39    Devonport, Dev        Gunnery Instructor 
        RN pensioner  
SULLIVAN John              m    62    Old Brompton, Kent    Cook Instructor RN 
        pensioner 
GITSHAM James Sale         m    27    Devonport, Dev        School Master 
 
ALL THE FOLLOWING WERE TRAINEES 
 
METHERELL John Thomas           14    Plymouth, Dev          
BRIGGS Henry                    14    Plymouth, Dev          
SALTER William                  14    Plymouth, Dev         
TIBBLE Arthur                   14    Ryde IOW              
LAYFIELD Arthur                 15    London                 
HARVEY John                     14    Ipswich, Suff.         
PRATT John                      15    Ipswich, Suff. 
STEWARD Frederick James         15    Ipswich, Suff.             
CLARK Albert                    15    Norwood, Surrey      
SPINKS Steohen                  15    Peckham, Surrey 
CROSBY George Alfred            15    Manchester, Lancs. 
MASSEY Charles                  16    London 
HAYTER Frederick                14    ??? 
CHAPPELL William                14    Nine Elms, Surrey 
FORD William Hy.                13    ????? 
LEIGH George                    14    Plymouth, Devon 
WHITE Francis                   14    Dartmoor, Devon 
CLARKE Walter George            15    Pimlico 
MARSHALL Charles                15    Woolwich, Kent 
BEMAN James                     14    Woolwich, Kent 
TRENGROVE John                  15    Ponsanooth, Cornwall 
SALMON William                  15    ???? 
GATRELL Frank Hy.               15    Ryde IOW 
SHREEVE George William          14    ???? 
ARCHDALE George                 14    Wendover, Bucks. 
GRAY Christopher                14    Wandsworth, Surrey 
GRAY George                     14    Ipswich, Suffolk 
BROWNING James Hy.              14    Plymouth, Devon 
MILLER John                     14    ???? 
TURNER Charles                  15    Clapham, Surrey 
MONKFIELD Charles               15    Lomdon 
HORNSHAW James Fk.              14    Greenwich, Kent 
COBBOLD Clement L.              14    Bury St. Edmunds Suffolk 
HIBBERT Thomas                  15    London 
ELY Charles                     15    Lambeth, Surrey 
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KELLY Henry                     14    Lambeth, Surrey 
CRAWTE William C.               14    Lancaster, Lancs. 
DAVIS Robert                    14    Plymouth, Devon 
McALISTER Alfred                13    Plymouth, Devon 
BUCHANNAN John                  14    Bermondsey, Surrey 
ALEXANDER Charles               15    London 
HINGSTON Richard                14    Ventnor, IOW 
HARRAD William John             14    Torquay, Devon 
FEWINGS Richard                 13    Plymouth, Devon 
MILFORD Charles                 14    Newton Abbott, Devon 
STEVENS Charles                 15    London 
CLARK Otho                      15    Falmouth, Cornwall 
HARPER William J.               14    Stonehouse, Devon 
HANNAFORD Arthur                14    Devonport, Dev 
DISTIN John                     15    Salcombe, Devon 
FINNERTY Henry                  14    Plymouth, Devon 
TOY William J.                  13    Constantine, Coenwall 
SAMUELS Joseph                  13    Plymouth, Devon 
RENDLE Thomas                   14    Plymouth, Devon 
COTTON James                    14    Ryde  IOW 
HARBER William                  13    Ryde  IOW 
NICKELS John Edward             13    Torquay, Devon 
WARREN Edward                   13    Ford, Devon 
MOORE Edward                    13    Ipswich, Suffolk 
SHARLAND Joseph                 14    Plymouth, Devon 
PIKE Frederick G.               13    Paignton, Devon 
DAVIS Tom                       14    Plymouth, Devon 
BLATCHFORD George               14    Plymouth, Devon 
CHAFFE Nicholas                 14    Plymouth, Devon 
BENNETT Daniel                  13    Milbrook, Cornwall 
BAINES William Hy.              15    Stonehouse, Devon 
STEPHENSON John                 13    Plymouth, Devon 
PETERS Sydney C.                13    Altarnum, Cornwall 
BRIDLE Thomas                   13    Portsmouth, Hamps. 
QUINT William                   14    Plymouth, Devon 
CARTHEW William O.              14    Torquay, Devon 
WILLIAMS George Thomas          14    Plymouth, Devon 
WAKEFIELD John F.               13    Plymouth, Devon 
BROCK Charles                   12    Plymouth, Devon 
CIMCLIFFE Robert                13    Devonport, Devon 
MONK Harry                      14    Devonport, Devon 
GLASBY Frederick                13    Plymouth, Devon 
JONES Thomas George             13    Plymouth, Devon 
HORNE William                   14    Plymouth, Devon 
URAN Frederick William          14    Dartmouth, Devon 
HANSON Ernest                   14    Fowey, Cornwall 
SAMPSON Maurice                 15    London 
TAYLOR John                     15    London 
BILTON Frederick William        14    Plymouth, Dev 
JASPER William                  14    Ipswich, Suff 
COLE Charles                    15    Southwark, Surr 
WINCOMBE William                15    London 
Mc DONALD James                 15    London 
HEAMSHAW Herbert                15    Ipswich, Suff. 
BLOOMFIELD Charles              14    Ipswich, Suff. 
SCARLETT William                14    Ipswich, Suff. 
ATLEY Henry                     15    Camberwell, Surr 
PECK Frederick                  14    ??? 
TREWHELLA Thomas                14    Chelsea, M'Sex 
SAYERS George Edward            15    Vauxhall, Surr 
JERVIS Albert                   14    Peckham, Surr 
ROWE Josiah                     15    London 
FLUISTER James                  15    Rotherhithe 
MANNING James                   13    Plymouth, Devon 
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NIAS Charles                    12    Teignmouth,Devon 
WORBY Henry Artr                12    Hitchen, Hert. 
BUTLER James                    13    Plymouth, Devon 
TREACHER George                 14    Walworth, Surrey 
FRANCIS Enoch                   12    Penzance, Cornwall 
BARTLETT Sydney                 13    Plymouth, Devon 
SHORT Samuel                    14    Plymouth, Devon 
BOWME Henry Frederick           12    St Albans Herts 
PATTISON Charles                13    ??? 
GRAY Charles                    12    Ipswich, Suffolk 
VIZARD William                  12    Ipswich, Suffolk 
SUMPTER Frederick William       12    Stratton, Cornwall 
WILLCOCKS William Hy            14    Camborne, Cornwall 
MILLMAN John                    13    Torquay, Devon 
LEE Edward                      13    Peckham, Surrey 
SAUNDERS Alfred                 13    Blackfriars, Surrey 
ATWILL William                  12    Plymouth, Devon 
CORNELL Charles                 13    ??? 
BRYANT John                     14    London 
DENDY William                   13    Bermondsey, Surrey 
PACKER James                    13    Kennington, Surrey 
CROFT Robert H.                 13    Loughborough, Surrey 
DODDRELL Charles                13    Kennington, Surrey 
ROSS Daniel                     13    Lambeth, Surrey 
HARPER Charles                  13    Vauxhall, Surrey 
JEFFRIES Edward Hy.             13    Woolwich, Kent 
HILL William Jno,               13    Southwark, Surrey 
FLEET Jesse                     12    Plymouth, Devon 
STAPLETON John                  12    Plymouth, Devon 
MARS Harry                      14    Torquay, Devon 
SLUMAN George                   12    Plymouth, Devon 
JOLLEY Thomas P.                12    Plymouth, Devon 
JASPER Charles Hy.              13    Launceston, Cornwall 
BURGIN Samuel M.                12    Abbots Langley, Herts. 
LIVINGSTON Charles              13    Plymouth, Devon 
TREVARTHEN Edward C.            12    Truro, Cornwall 
COOMBS Henry                    13    Budleigh, Devon 
GRAY Charles Richard            13    Teignmouth, Devon 
BICKLE Thomas                   15    Tavistock, Devon 
SAMBER Isaac                    13    Portsmith, Hamps. 
HAGGELT Arthur                  14    Torquay, Devon 
WEBBER William S.               14    Newton Abbott, Devon 
HELLIER Samuel                  14    Devonport, Devon 
KINGCOMBE Joseph                15    Plymouth, Devon 
WALKE John Jas.                 15    Plymouth, Devon 
GLANDFIELD George               13    Penzance, Cornwall 
JAMES Thomas Rd                 15    Plymouth, Devon 
BRUTON George                   14    Peckham, Surrey 
WILKIE Alfred B.                13    Birmingham, War. 
SMITH James                     13    Dawlish, Devon 
CHILCOT Alfred                  13    London 
REEVES George                   13    London 
SHANNON John                    14    Camberwell, Surrey 
STENTIFORD John                 13    Oakhampton, Devon 
FEALY Frederick                 13    Paris, France Br Sub. 
RICE Henry Charles              14    Teignmouth, Devon 
HILL Allen                      15    London 
ROBERTS James                   13    Plymouth, Devon 
BAXTER Thomas                   14    London 
BARRETT William                 14    Nunhead, Surrey 
RAVEN Charles                   14    Peckham, Surrey 
SUILLIEUX Edward                13    London 
ARMITT Joseph                   12    London 
HARVEY Joseph                   13    Ipswich, Suffolk 
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RALPH Robert                    12    Ipswich, Suffolk 
HOOPER Thomas                   13    London 
ELLERBACK Henry                 13    Lambeth, Surrey 
DOIDGE Thomas                   13    Plymouth, Devon 
NEVILLE John Jas.               14    Southwark, Surrey 
TOOLEY Charles                  13    Dartmouth, Devon 
FURZE William                   13    Torquay, Devon 
BONE Samuel                     13    Haberton, Devon 
RIMES Thomas                    13    Haberton, Devon 
FRANCIS Amos                    13    Horncastle, Lincs 
EASTON William                  12    Plymouth, Devon 
PARNELL Charles                 12    Redruth, Cornwall 
LIVER Albert                    14    Stonehouse, Devon 
MOSS William                    13    Southwark, Surrey 
LONG George                     12    Forcross, Devon 
FACEY James                     13    Ford, Devon 
MONK John                       13    Roborough, Devon 
WARK John                       13    Stonehouse, Devon 
BORGE Richard                   12    Devonport, Devon 
SIMPSON Thomas                  12    Norwood, Surrey 
RODDA John Thomas               12    Penzance, Cornwall 
TOMLINSON Arthur                12    Teignmouth, Devon 
CROSBY Samuel                   13    Bermondsey, Surrey 
PARCH Richard                   12    Norwood, Surrey 
BUCKHAM Cecil                   16    London 
PRATT William                   11    Ipswich, Suffolk 
SLADE George                    11    Torpoint, Cornwall 
SHAW Herbert                    11    Teignmouth, Devon 
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INDUSTRIAL TRAINING SHIP "MOUNT EDGCUMBE" AT SALTASH, 
CORNWALL 1891. Staff & Trainees (compiled from the census) 

 
Note. Not all staff are listed, only those who were on board the night of the census, some staff lived ashore 
 
Saltash, Cornwall 
 
Vessel "MOUNT EDGECOMBE"  Industrial Training Ship 
 
Name              Married     Age        Place of birth                           Occupation 
       Unmarried 
KNEVITT Herbert Price m 57 Middlesex London      Captain Superintendent 
STEPHNENSON Mary  m 50 Ireland      Servant 
TESDALE William  w 58 Bristol      Seaman Instructor 
KITT William John  m 44 Saltash Cornwall     Seaman Instructor 
CURRAN William Michael w 47 Devonport Devon     Tailor Instructor 
QUILTY Denis  m 40 Middlesex London     Carpenter Instructor 
 
ALL THE FOLLOWING WERE TRAINEES  
 
NORMAN James   15 Bury St. Edmonds Suffolk 
SLUTTAFORD Percival  15 Plymouth Devon 
RICHARDS Harry James  15 Penzance Cornwall 
WEBB William   15 Chatham Kent 
WEBB Henry William  15 Northampton 
JACKSON William   15 ??? 
BURLINSON Alfred Edward  15 Margate Kent 
BLOWEY Adolphus   15 Fowey Cornwall 
RALPH John    15 Penge Surrey 
HUGHS Richard Henry  15 Penzance Cornwall 
VEASKY Thomas   15 London Middlesex 
MITCHELL Edmund   15 Bethnal Green London 
SHEPPERSON Ralph Henry  13 Exeter Devon 
OAKLEY Ernest   15 Bow Middlesex 
ARGENT William   15 Hackney Middlesex 
NEWBOLD Ernest Alfred  15 Wivenhoe Essex 
SIMMONDS William   14 Islington Middlesex 
MAISEY Edward Louis  15 Lambeth Surrey 
ARCHER William   14 Lambeth Surrey 
SMITH Henry Ernest  15 Camberwell Surrey 
EVERTON Henry   14 London Middlesex 
MATHERSON Percy   15 Basingstoke Hampshire 
FISH George    14 London  
GREASLEY Joseph   14 Chester Cheshire 
COTTON Charles James  14 Bury St. Edmonds Suffolk 
CROUCH Ernest   15 London 
BERRY William   15 Holloway London 
CHAIMBERLAIN Charles  15 Clarkenswell London 
VERDIN George Thomas  14 London 
HORRICKS Edward   15 Greenwich Kent 
HARBER Tyrus   15 Deptford Kent 
GUPPY John Faulkner  13 Exeter Devon 
TODD William Joseph  15 London 
WATTS Arthur    15 Lambeth Surrey 
FRICKER James   15 Bethnal Green Middlesex 
MEPSTEAD Percy   15 London 
SMITH Herbert Stanley  15 Greenwich Kent 
MORGAN Charles   15 Islington London 
STOTT William   15 London 
SHU?? Francis   15 Lutton Devon 
HASKILL Robert James  15 Greenwich Kent 
NAYLOR Henry   15 Greenwich Kent 
DAVIES James Robert  14 ??? 
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RICHARDSON Albert Edward 15 ??? 
DANIELS Thomas   14 Bermodsey London 
SIMMONS Robert   14 Southwalk Surrey 
MASLIN David   14 Rotherhithe London 
FALL David    14 Poplar London 
LEE George    15 Islington Middlesex 
MERCHANT Edgar Joseph  14 Totnes Devon 
PERRY George   13 St. Austell Cornwall 
TAYLOR George   14 Chatham Kent 
THOMAS Henry   15 London 
BROUGHTON James   15 Woolwich Kent 
MURPHY Albert Edward  15 Isle of White 
MINERS Frank   14 Bristol 
GHAGAN? Charles Joseph  15 Pimlico London 
BONE Edmund John   14 Deptford Kent 
SAVORY William   14 Stoke Newington Kent 
GILL Alfred    15 Walworth London 
ROSELING Helfield   15 London 
SMITH Thomas George  14 Bursdon Surrey 
WHITE George   13 Teignmouth Devon 
COWLAN William   14 Peckham Surrey 
MURRAY William   14 Islington Middlesex 
HOWETT William Frederick 13 Mile End London 
HASSARD Henry   14 Blackfriars London 
BENTLEY Arthur   14 Bethnal Green London 
DADE Charles   14 Lambeth Surrey 
HINYES? George Ernest  15 Islington Middlesex 
BAYSTRING William   15 Walworth London 
MURPHY John    15 Islington Middlesex 
CHRISTOPHER Frederick Philip  14 Hareford Herefordshire  
SMITH William   14 Hareford Herefordshire 
HOOK Spencer George  15 Southwark Surrey 
BOOLYER Arthur   14 Southampton 
TIMPSON Thomas William  14 Greenwich Kent  
DECKER August   14 Islington Middlesex 
PLUM William   13 St. Pancras London 
TAYLOR George   14 Peckham Surrey 
TERRY Edward John   13 Kensington Park London 
ROBINS Walton William  13 Islington Middlesex 
HENDERSON Robert   13  Battersea London 
BRENT James    14 Bermondsey Surrey 
COOK William   14 Greenwich Kent 
BISSMERE John Reuben  13 London 
GREEN Henry    14 Stonebridge Worcester 
CHAFFOT Augustine   13 Highgate Middlesex 
MAZE George    15 Unknown 
JENKINS Louis Stephen  14 Forest Hill Kent 
DOWNIE Hugh    13 Croydon Surrey 
MIDDLETON William Charles 15 Mevagissey Cornwall 
REEDON George   13 Birmingham 
PHILLIPS Frederick  15 Paddington Middlesex 
GLAVIS? Frederick   15 East Dulwich Surrey 
SWAN Walter Thomas  16 Battersea London 
GRIMME John    14 Paddington London 
NEWMAN Albert   14 St. Lukes London 
INGLIS James   14 Chatham Kent 
KIRK Frederick William  13 Lambeth Surrey 
SPRATT Charles   15 Woolwich Kent 
HISSEY John    13 Westminster London 
CARY William Richard  13 Torquay Devon 
HINDES Robert George  13 Mile End London 
KINGSELLER John   15 Limehouse Middlesex 
HART Frederick William  15 Camberwell Surrey 
PUGH Philip    14 Bushey Hartford 
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WORTHINGTON Victor George 15 Kensington Middlesex 
FREEMAN Edward Robert  15 Lambeth Surrey 
ELMS Richard   12 Teignmouth Devon 
TANNER John    13 North Shields Northumberland 
ALLUM Thomas   15 Westminster London 
LAWRENCE George Henry  14 Brighton Sussex 
NICHOLAS George   13 Hereford 
ROWAN Alfred   14 Lambeth Surrey 
MELLISH William   15 Wandsworth London 
WOODLEY Arthur   14 Abergelly Flintshire 
GOSLING Alfred   14 Notting Hill London 
McGILLIGAN William   15 British subject Spain 
ALEXANDRA Arthur   15  Clapham London 
OSWELL Henry   13 London 
LITTLEDYKE Arthur   13 Stamford Lincolnshire 
BIRD Frederick   13 Clarkenwell London 
MEAKIN Herbert   15 New Cross Surrey 
TEMPLE Frederick James  13 Camberwell Surrey 
WALLIS Reuben   13 Newington London 
LITTLEJOHN Samuel   13 Plymouth Devon 
HUGHES Alfred Charles  14 Bridgenorth Shropshire 
BAKER Ernest   14 Penge Surrey 
DEAN Edward Joseph  14 London 
ADAMS Albert   13 Birmingham 
McQUE James    14 Shoreditch London 
MACE Arthur    13 Greenwich Kent 
WILLIAMS James   14 London 
RICHARDSON William H.  14 Bermondsey London 
WELSH George   14 London 
JACOBS Walter   14 Devonport Devon 
DIX Thomas    14 Gloucester 
RUSSELL Charles   13 Islington Middlesex 
ROUSE Albert   14 London 
RUTTER Thomas William  14 Honiton Devon 
MOORE William Edwin  12 Plymouth Devon 
STEVENS Samuel   14 Dittisham Devon 
DONOVAN William James  13 Devonport Devon 
LAWLER George   14 Tottenham London 
HODGE Walter Edward  14 Holloway London 
HEDGER Henry Francis  12 Unknown 
WHITEMARSH Charles  14 Plymouth Devon 
BARNET Charles   14 Croyden Surrey 
WOODFINE Arthur   13 Unknown 
WILLIAMS Leonard   13 Unknown 
LOBB Herbert Charles  12  Truro Cornwall 
BEVAS Thomas   13 Depford Kent 
HALY Nicholas   13 Truro Cornwall 
COWARD Frederick Everard 14 Lambeth Surrey 
HAMMERTON Herbert   13 Portsmouth Hampshire 
HOOKER Frederick   12 St. Albans Hereford 
WILLIAM Charles   13 Plymouth Devon 
FORD Edy    13 New Cross Kent 
BLOW Sidney    12 Forrest Hill Surrey 
CLARKE Benjamin   14 Deptford kent 
CLAY John    13 Holloway London 
NYE Henry    14 Clarkenwell London 
TOZER Charles Albert  12  Torquay Devon 
GARDINER James   12 Clarkenwall London 
ANDREWS George Arthur  14 Marylebone London 
MILLMAN William   12 Newton Abbot Devon 
CLARKE Francis   13 Tavistock Devon 
FORD Albert    12 Deptford Kent 
BILLING Samuel Joseph  12 Newton Abbot Devon 
TREGILLES Frederick  12 Devonport Devon 
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HALFNIGHT William   14 London 
HOUGHTON Frederick  13 Devonport Devon 
TRESCO Philip   13 Redruth Cornwall 
VICKEY George Henry  12 Exeter Devon 
WICKETT Harry   12 Exeter Devon 
RICE Richard   13 St. Austell Cornwall 
MARSHALL Thomas   13 Plymouth Devon 
CHAPPLE Daniel   13 Barnstable Devon 
HOWARD Arthur Henry  13 Holloway London 
HAMILTON Walter   13 Blackfriers London 
WILLIAMS Louis   13 Stockwell London 
TELLAM Michael Nicholas  12  St. Ives Cornwall 
THORINGTON William  12 Walworth London 
JENKINS George Edward  12 Devonport Devon 
HUDSON Henry   13 Rotherhithe London 
ARSCOTT John   12 Exeter Devon 
MATHEWS Ernest   13 St. Austell Cornwall 
LEAN William James  12  Penzance Cornwall 
DAVIS Henry    12 Westminster London 
OLSEN John Richard  13 Plymouth Devon 
POPPY Henry    13 Hammersmith London 
NEATHERWAY William  12 Devonport Devon 
WILLS William Thomas  12 Devonport Devon 
TRUSCOTT Ernest William  12 Devonport Devon 
SHAW William   12 St. Helens Lancashire 
TAYLOR William   13 Unknown 
HOCKING William   12 Bermondsey London    
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INDUSTRIAL TRAINING SHIP "MOUNT EDGCUMBE" AT SALTASH, 
CORNWALL 1901. Staff & Trainees (compiled from the census) 

 
Note. Not all staff are listed, only those who were on board the night of the census, some staff lived ashore 
 
Saltash, Cornwall 
 
Vessel "MOUNT EDGECOMBE"  Industrial Training Ship 
 
Name              Married     Age        Place of birth                           Occupation 
       Unmarried 
BICKFORD Joseph  G. m 47 Nova Scotia Canada    Captain Superintendent 
BICKFORD Edith  m  34 Portsmouth      Wife 
BICKFORD Joseph G. u  3 River Tamar Cornwall  Son 
SEOUREY Edith  u 15 St. Ive      Servant 
MURROWS James  m 48 St. Germans Cornwall  Seaman Instructor 
NICHOLLS Thomas Richard m 43 Antony Cornwall     Gunnery Instructor 
ROBINS George Thomas m 46 Sittingbourne Kent    Cook 
HARDY William  m 48 Guernsey       Schoolmaster 
MUL??? Norman  s 23 Kellaton Devon     Assistant Schoolmaster     
 
ALL THE FOLLOWING WERE TRAINEES  
 
NETHERWAY George Edward  15 Stoke Devon 
WELLS Leonard John  14 Kilburn 
TRUBEE George William  15 Kilburn London 
FRAY Charles   14 Lichfield Staffs 
AUSTIN Issac Doidge  14 Devonport Devon 
HOPE Alfred    15 Acton Middlesex 
HILL Albert    15 Torquay Devon 
DAVEY Alfred   15 Camden Town London 
SPIERS William Charles  15 Shepherds Bush London 
MADDOCK William James  15 ???wick Bucks 
EASTWOOD James   15 Clapham London 
JAGO Ernest James   15 Devonport Devon 
TAYLOR John    15 Barnstable Devon 
ANKIN George Frederick  15 Wimbledon Surrey 
OLIVER Peter Charles  15 Mortlake Surrey 
GOULD Albert   15 Plymouth Devon 
ALLCOCK Harry   15 St. Pancras London 
HUTCHINGS Alexandra Arthur 15 Jersey 
HAGELL Frederick Ernest  15 Swansea Glamorgan 
CHAMBERS John   15 Plymouth Devon 
DUKES Frederick   15 Devonport Devon 
EMERY William   15 Islington London 
SMITH James    15 Hendon Middlesex 
WESTGATE George   15 Plymouth Devon 
KERNICK Edward    15 East Stonehouse Devon 
WALLIS Albert   15 Devonport Devon 
EDWARDS Frederick   15 Plymouth Devon 
Phillips Thomas   15  Tiverton Devon 
MILLS Henry William  15  Walworth London 
ALLNATT Edward Richard  15 St. Pancras 
BERRY Percy    15 Radford Notts 
CADARRY Edward   15 Plymouth Devon 
SMITH William James  15 Holloway London 
BERRYMAN William   14 Clarkenwaell London 
STREET George William  15 Hammersmith London 
KNIGHT Thomas   14 Battersea London 
DIETY Robert William  15 Stepney London 
BURNETT Frederick George 14 Exeter Devon 
NURSE Frederick John  15 Clapham London 
FRIDAY John    15 Sheerness Kent 
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ELLIOTT Cyril Oliver  15 Dunstable Beds 
REARDON Alfred   14 East Stonehouse Devon 
MOORE George   13 Ipswich Suffolk 
BLIGHT William Francis  15 Minehead Somerset 
CHATER Henry Thomas  15 Charlton London 
MASON Ernest   14 Devonport Devon 
GOODYEAR Sidney   15 Plymouth Devon 
ELLUM Arthur Frederick  15 Stratford Essex 
JAMES Benjamin George  14 Camberwell London 
MARSHALL Frederick  15 Plymouth Devon 
McCAULEY Charles   12 Plymouth Devon 
HELLER Reinhard   14 Islington London 
JOHNSON George   15 Worcester Park Surrey 
WASHINGTON Arthur   14 Battersea London 
SWINNEY William   15 St. Pancras London 
PYE Louis Frederick  15 Battersea London 
EADE Alfred    14 Battersea London 
SMITH William Frederick  15 St. Pancras London 
SHEETON Ernest William  15 Clarkenwell London 
THACKARY Henry William  15 Stoke Newington London 
ROUSE Octavius   15 Nottinghill London 
McLEAN Reginald Kenneth  13 Sheerness Kent 
PRYER William Henry  15 Penzance Cornwall 
HIBBARD Charles   15 Tottenham Middleswx 
NICHOLLS Thomas   15 Battersea London 
GRIMES Thomas James  13 Plymouth Devon 
DAVIS Edwin Harry   14 East Stonehouse Devon 
MILES Thomas   15 Kentish Town London 
RIDDINGTON Percy   13 Dolston London 
DEAN Arthur    12 Birkenhead Cheshire 
ROGERS William   13 Ipswich Suffolk 
HAWKER Arthur   15 Brighton Sussex 
VENN Charles   14 Tiverton Devon 
FRANCIS Henry   14 Somers Town London 
BULL Arthur    14 Whitechapel London 
COLLIER John Henry  12 Tavistock Devon 
BEVINS George   14 Lambeth London 
GRAYER Frederick   13 Kilburn London 
NICHOLLS George   14 Plymouth Devon 
SAVAGE Albert   13 Ipswich Suffolk 
CHAPPELL William Henry  11 Plymouth Devon 
STURT Norrris Howard  13 Islington London 
PEARCE Charles   13 St. Pancras London 
SOUTHARD George James  12 Exeter Devon 
SKINNER James   14 Bethnal Green London 
WILTSHIRE Samuel   13 Richmond Surrey 
WRIGHT Alfred Samuel John 13 Lambeth London 
S????SON Charles Alexandra 14 Chelsea London 
COLLINS William   12 St. John’s Wood London 
HOLLAND John   13 Chelsea London 
CHRISTOPHER James   13 Hereford 
HOMEWOOD George Thomas  13 Wimbledon Surrey 
DOUGLAS George   13 Shepherds Bush London 
NEAL William John   13 Tittleshall Norfolk 
ROBINSON John Edward  11 Devonport Devon 
SWEET Sidney John   11 Carn Brea Cornwall 
MUDGE Samuel   11 Plymouth Devon 
SARGEANT George   12 Shepherds Bush London 
GRAY David    11 Plymouth Devon 
NETHERCOTT William Stanley 12 Barnstable Devon 
KENDALL Thomas Percy  12 Bombay India 
WILLIAMSON Ernest   13 Dulwich London 
MILLMAN Francis   11 Crediton Devon 
PARSONS George   12 Walworth London 
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WILLAMENT William Henry  13 Bethnal Green London 
FURNELL Thomas   13 Fulham London 
PIDWELL Albert Edward  11 St. Austell Cornwall 
HARPER Nicholas James  11 Holmbush Cornwall 
PULLEN Henry George  13 Stockwell London 
THORNING Stanley John  11 Cardiff Glamorgan 
WOOTTON Richard   14 Walworth London 
LONG Henry Oswald   12 Westminster London 
MILES George Joseph  12 Bristol 
WHEELER Charles George  12 Devonport Devon 
REES Henry James   13 Deptford London 
JESSOP Parker   12 Colne Hunts 
Jones Walter   13 Ruislip Middlesex 
MILLER Albert   13 Hockridge Middlesex 
SANTS Reginald George  12 Saltash Cornwall 
LUSCOMBE Frank   12 Plympton Devon 
VAUTIER Edmund   14 St.Helier jersey 
SIM Alfred    12 Arbroath Scotland 
SEARLE William Walter  13 Dulwich London 
WOOD Henry    14 Acton Middlesex 
TREVORROW William   12 St. Ives Cornwall 
MURTON Andrew   12 Illogan Cornwall 
DAVEY William Frederick  13 Vauxhall London 
ABBOTT John    13 St. Pancras London 
HUDSON John George  11 Plymouth Devon 
TILLY Albert   12 Kentish Town London 
TERRY Henry    12 Clerkenwell London 
WARREN Frederick James  11 Somers Town London 
COLLIHET Samuel George  12 Plymouth Devon 
CRUMBLEY Alfred John  10 Jarrow 
JOYCE William Arthur  13 St. Pancras London 
NEWARK Alfred Joseph  13 Acton Middlesex 
FENNELL John   13 Somers Town London 
GARRETT William George  13 Islington London 
JORDAN Frederick   13 Fulham London 
 
Vessel Goshawk attached to the "MOUNT EDGECOMBE"  Industrial Training Ship 
 
Name              Married     Age        Place of birth                           Occupation 
       Unmarried 
HESTER Charles T  m 39 Plymouth Devon      School officer 
 
ALL THE FOLLOWING WERE STUDENT / TRAINEES  
 
HARVEY William   15 Battersea London 
ELLIS Frederick   14 Tiverton Devon 
EDSON William   14 Exeter Devon 
SMITH George   14 Hammersmith London 
YEOMAN William   15 Chudleigh Devon 
CULLICK Frank   15 Stonehouse Devon 
KING George    15 Lambeth London 
WALLIS Nathaniel   14 St. Ives Cornwall 
DAWE William   14 Devonport Devon 
SMITH James    14 Carshalton Surrey 
TROWBRIDGE John   14 Hammersmith London 
STRUTING Thomas   14 Islington London 
FOWLER William   14 St. Lukes London 
BRANCH Richard   14 Ilfracombe Devon 
LOCK Edward    14 Beerdown Devon 
FENNELL Henry   14 Tottenham Middlesex 
CAMP Thomas    14 Bermondsey London 
WEEKS George   14 Plymouth Devon 
SENNETT John   14 Ramsgate Kent 
CORRIE William   14 Exeter Devon 
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???LAND Walter   14 Exeter Devon 
MARTIN William   15 Kilburn London 
WELLER Robert   14 Walworth London 
WILLIAMS George   14 Penzance Cornwall 
LOCKYER Sidney   14 Shaldon Devon 
GOWEN Charles   14 Chiswick 
SMITH John    14 Birmingham 
ADDLESTONE    14 Chiswick 
WEBB Bertie    14 Kentish Town London 
GOSLING Sidney   14 Kentish Town London 
GITSHAM Henry   14 Exeter Devon 
THORNE Archie   13 Bath Somerset 
HUNT William   13 Exeter Devon 
CALECRAFT Charles   14 London 
BLIGHT Joseph   14 Devonport Devon 
VAUGHAN Frederick   14 Ashburton Devon 
COLLINS William   13 Devonport Devon 
MAY Sidney    14 Shepherds Bush London 
TULLETT George   13 Deptford London 
SIMPSON John   13 Shepherds Bush London 
SMITH Frederick   14 Shepherds Bush London 
UMPLEBY? William   14 Camberwell London 
TAPLEY William   14 Brighton 
BOLTON Bertie   14  Devonport Devon 
SQUIRES Henry   14 Exeter Devon 
ROCKCLIFFE Henry   15 Clarkenwell London 
HAMMOND William   14 Northampton 
UGLOW John    14 Torquay Devon 
CONNOR Martin   14 Stonehouse Devon 
HART Stephen   14 Acton Middlesex 
HADDON John    13 Fulham London 
GREEN Clarence   14 Higher Oxton London 
BONNELL Charles   13 Brixton London 
LOOKER William   13 Kensington London 
TORPEY Albert   14 Devonport Devon 
AMY William    14 Jersey 
RAWLINGSON James   15 Brixton London 
FLATMAN Samuel   13 Felixstowe Suffolk 
BURRIDGE John   14 Marylebone London 
THOMAS George   13 Kentish Town London 
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Source’s of information 
 
Many thanks to Dr. Kennerley who’s MA Thesis “19th Century Education of Merchant Seamen” provided much 
information and for his invaluable help advice and support in compiling this book. 
 
Particular thanks to 
Plymouth and West Devon Records Office – Reference’s  958/52. 958/53. 958/58. 958/59. 958/61. 958/62. 958/66. 
       958/70. 958/72. 958/72. 958/75. 958/76. 958/77. 058/78. 
       958/80. 958/81. 
Plymouth City Library, particularly the Naval and Local History Section. Reference 942 MT.ETE. 942.CON 
 
PRO files  HO45/11051/155236/….   HO45/9428/B8262E 
Naval and Military Record  1925 P421,524. 1927 P472. 1920 P415. 1922 P487.  
St. Andrews Waterside Church Mission Annual report 1894 
John Masefield - The Conway 
New Maritime History of Devon. Vol. 2 
West Country Maritime Social History 1980 
Western Morning News 16/3/1974  
Western Daily Mercury   Aug 1917 
Morning Advertiser  14/12/1888 
West Briton & Cornwall Advertiser Aug 1887 
Saltash Heritage 
Calstock Parish Archive 
Tamar Belle Heritage Group, Bere Ferrers 
International Association for the study of Maritime Missions 
Henry Wesley Harkcom – grandson of the last captain 
Ronald Lawry – Historian and Researcher 
Richard Paynter – Plymouth Postcard Club 
Peter Budd – Grandson of Alfred Smith 
Chris Grove – Coordinator, Tamar Belle Heritage Group 
www.hmsconway.org 
The Boy’s Own Paper, Sea training for boys, Aug 1913 (A. Norman Walling) 
The Boy’s Own Paper, From Fo’c’s’le to Quarter-Deck 1917 (Raymond Raiff) 
John Hooper 
Salthash Parish Magazine 1894 - 1920 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
          Saltash Heritage Centre 

 
 
 

The Tamar Belle Heritage Group comprises an unincorporated team of individuals with 
the common objectives of providing and maintaining interpretative records of changes 
in the economic and social history of the Tamar & Tavy Valleys for enjoyment of 
residents and visitors to this AREA of OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

 SALTASH HERITAGE AND HISTORY MUSEUM    
  SALTASH HERITAGE.  is an organisation established to make a 
collection of items relevant to the history of Saltash and district, to promote 
local interest in our historical heritage and to provide a museum in the 
town  
The Local History Centre contains thousands of photographs of Saltash and 
the surrounding area along with parish records, census returns, maps, 
deeds, wills, copies of old local newspapers and magazines. 
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Bruce was born and brought up in Lancashire before joining the Royal Navy as a boy entrant 
at HMS St. Vincent, Gosport in 1963. After training as an Electrical Mechanic, Bruce served 
on board HMS Reclaim, Triumph, Glamorgan, Argonaut, Leander and Ambuscade, leaving 
in 1988 as a Chief Petty Officer Weapons Electrical Artificer. (CPOWEA) 
Bruce has lived in Saltash for over 25 years and has always had an interest in local history 
particularly industrial archaeology, transport and the Tamar Valley. He is an active member 
on many local historical and heritage groups and the Vice Chairman of the Tamar Belle 
Heritage Group. 
Bruce is the editor of ‘JUST A FEW LINES’, a newsletter that records the industrial and 
social history of the Tamar and Tavy Valleys. At weekends he can be found at Bere Ferrers 
Heritage Centre, usually covered in paint or grease. 




