Richard Thomas Hale  OC 35/38
Born:  03rd December 1921 in Hamilton, North Island, NZ 
He joined the MN training ship HMS Conway on the Mersey NW England for the Autumn (UK) term September 1935. During his time on the ship he excelled at sport taking part and winning colours in most events ranging from Rugby through Gig Racing, Sailing to Tennis and Boxing.

Richard was in the 1st XV team that beat Conway's great rival the training ship HMS Worcester based on the Thames near London, in 1936,37 and 1938. Not so successful was Conway in Gig racing, as stroke Dick lost to Worcester in 1937and 38.

He rose to Senior Cadet Captain in his final year, being nominated as a Midshipman RNR on leaving Conway in December 1938.

Richard joined Blue Star Line as an Apprentice Officer in Dec 1938 visiting his home country NZ. 

On the outbreak of WW2 in September 1939 he was 'called up' as a Probationary Midshipman RN. First posting being to the Armed Merchant Cruiser HMS Ascania a former Cunard Intermediate liner on the UK/Montreal service. Richard remained with Ascania as she formed part of the Halifax escort force to May 1940 then the Bermuda escort force to October 1941. 
The ship was then sent out to the NZ station where Richard was promoted and became a Sub Lt RNZNR. He transferred to the light cruiser HMNZS Leander in late 1942. Leander at that time commencing to work with the USN in the South Pacific. Lieut Hale by this time was on board Leander when she was severely damaged (with large loss of life) in a Solomon's Island naval battle against Japanese forces by a Japanese destroyer torpedo.

With great heroism the ship was saved and limped back to HMNZ dockyard  Devonport Auckland where she was patched up for the long voyage through the Panama Canal to the US Boston Navy Yard for permanent repairs.

Dick left Leander in January 1944 after enjoying Christmas with a local US family; Bostonians took the Kiwis to their hearts and offered them all a most hospitable 1943 Christmas.

In Jan 1944 Richard was given command of a new LCI (Landing Craft Infantry) for a delivery voyage Norfolk Va to Falmouth UK in preparation for D Day. A very very boisterous Atlantic crossing in Jan/Feb by a small flat bottomed craft.

Arriving safely in Falmouth mid Feb 1944 Dick transferred as 1st Lieut to the corvette HMS Cowslip K196 forming part of the Freetown Escort Group protecting convoys from West Africa to Gibraltar and the UK. Cowslip was involved in two U Boat sinkings.

Richard returned to NZ in 1946 being permanently commissioned into the RNZN. He had a distinguished career . Taking command of a number of ships including the Lock class frigate HMNZS Pukaki involved in the British nuclear test 'Operation Grapple' in the South Pacific  from which he was awarded the OBE by the UK Government in 1957. He went on to command HMNZS Hawea and then the Rothesay class frigate HMNZS Otago in 1967. Dick's final posting was as Second Naval Member and Chief of Naval Personnel with the rank of Commodore RNZN.

When the effects of possible exposure to nuclear contamination was suspected among veterans of the bomb teats, Dick was active in supporting the country's campaigns on behalf of those who suffered, including himself.  At times his ship was only 50 N Miles from the tests.

Richard on retiring from the Navy in 1974 established a successful fruit growing business in the Taurangi area, specialising in Tangelos.
Over the years he was most welcoming to those Old Conway's visiting NZ.

