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After the war, it is believed Captain Hughes returned to
the Nigerian Marine, eventually retiring in 1930. The
Nigerian government awarded him a final honour in

1932 by naming its new dredger Robert Hughes ot
(right). 1t is a comfort to know that he passed away in
March 1936 in Westminster before she was destroyed
by a German U-boat.

The dredger, working in the entrance to Lagos
harbour, struck a mine on 4th June 1941 and sank with
the loss of 14 of her crew of 31. The mine had been
laid a week before by U-69. The dredger had been
operating since 1932 and her work was vital in

keeping the harbours of the Nigerian delta open for shlppmg, het ( v
problems.




